
PEERLESS PEDIGREE.
FAULTLESS PERFORMANCE.

Official Fuel Consumption Figures for the New Discovery Sport range (l/100km): Urban 5.5 - 10.8, Extra Urban 4.2 - 6.8, Combined 4.7 - 8.3. Co2: 123 - 197g/km. For 
the Range Rover Evoque Range: Urban  5.0 – 10.3, Extra Urban 3.9 – 6.4, Combined: 4.3 – 7.8.  CO2 emissions 113 – 181g/km. Delivery and related charges additional

landrover.ie

Discover the Land Rover range at the Dublin Horse Show from the 20th - 24th July.

Test drive our most versatile compact SUV to date,  
the Discovery Sport from €41,565* or conquer the urban 
jungle in the stunning Range Rover Evoque from €41,745*.

Whichever you choose is up to you.
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Open 7 Days: 9.00am-6.00pm (last admission 5.00pm) from 1st February to 6th November. Located 30 miles south of Dublin in Kildare, off the M7, Exit 13 onto the R415.

From horses to horticulture, the Irish National Stud & Gardens offers a unique 
experience that may be enjoyed as part of a guided tour or at your own leisure.

•	 Guided tours of the stud & gardens
•	 World Famous Japanese Gardens
•	 St. Fiachra’s Garden
•	 Horse Museum

•	 Newborn Foals
•	 Restaurant
•	 Children’s Playground
•	 Free Coach/Car Park

•	 Meet our Living Legends; 
 Beef Or Salmon, Kicking King,   
 Hardy Eustace, Hurricane Fly, 
 Moscow Flyer & Rite Of Passage

a wonderful
experience for the  

whole family

Irish National Stud & Gardens, Tully, Kildare, Co. Kildare
Book your tickets online at www.irishnationalstud.ie
t: +353 (0) 45 521617  e: reservations@irishnationalstud.ie
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T
HERE is something very 
special about the Dis-
cover Ireland Dublin Horse 
Show. So special, in fact, 
that for most people it 
does not even need its 
full title – simply Dublin 
will do. The high-pitched 

whinnying of a foal, the snort of a 
show jumper warming up and the 
heady aroma of horse manure and 
sweat should be alien to Dublin 4, 
but seem perfectly at home in the 
capital during Horse Show week.

For more than 150 years, the 
show has been regarded as the 
pinnacle of Irish equestrian sport 
and in July the world’s best show 
jumpers will use it as their fi nal 
preparation for the Olympics in 
Rio de Janeiro. Dublin could not 
receive a fi ner compliment.

But alongside the elite riders 
will be the grassroots of the Irish 
equestrian industry – the 128cms 
pony riders, Irish Draught and 
Connemara breeders and show 
jumping producers. These are the 
people who consider the annual 
pilgrimage to Dublin to be their 
holiday, their chance to meet 

Caitríona
cmurphy@theirishfield.ie

The Irish Field Horse Show Magazine, Irish Farm Centre, Bluebell, Dublin 12 
Tel: 01-4051100 • www.theirishfield.ie •  The Irish Field •  @theirishfieldHW
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Daragh Ó Conchúir
Daragh spoke to Ireland’s 
top-ranked show jumper, the 
prodigious Bertram Allen, for 
our feature interview.

“If there is one common denominator 
between sporting greats, apart from 
ability, it is confidence. Actually, there is 
another. Ruby Walsh, Rory McIlroy, Sonia 
O’Sullivan, Henry Shefflin, Paul O’Connell 
and all the rest didn’t scale Everest on 
talent alone. They toiled over thousands of 
hours. Bertram Allen is the same. Looking 
younger than his 20 years, he runs his own 
business and is happy to eschew conven-
tion in doing so. You’ve got to love that.”

Susan Finnerty
Susan is one of 30,000 jour-
nalists expected to descend 
on Rio de Janeiro for the 
Olympic Games and travelled 
to the city on a reconnaissance mission.

“An experience of a lifetime – this was 
one of Rio de Janeiro’s promises when the 
city pitched its bid to host the Olympics. 
My pre-Olympic recce coincided with a 
perfect storm week of negative publicity 
for Brazil. And concerns over whether 
Rio is Games-ready rumble on. Just as the 
Christ the Redeemer statue dominates 
the Rio skyline, the Games will loom over 
Dublin’s horse show week when conversa-
tions will turn to Ireland’s chances. Will we 
win a medal? No one knows. Will the 2016 
Olympics be that promised experience? 
Definitely.”

Isabel Hurley
Isabel caught up with six of 
Ireland’s top young riders for 
her Rising Stars feature: Jack 
Dodd, Eoin McMahon, Cathal 
Daniels, Jennifer Kuehnle and Noelle Barry.

“Recognised throughout the world as a 
cradle of horsemanship, Ireland’s reputa-
tion is in safe hands as the next generation 
of star riders take up the reins. Dedication, 
hard work, an abiding love of horses and 
the dream of wearing the green jacket on 
an RDS Aga Khan team are traits shared by 
all the talented young riders.”

contributors

friends, do a deal and spot next 
year’s winner.

Throughout this magazine, we 
have interviewed people for whom 
the Dublin Horse Show plays a 
central role, from Ireland’s highest-
ranked show jumper Bertram Allen 
and his Aga Khan-winning team-
mates Greg Broderick and Cian 
O’Connor, to the many families 
whose lives are intertwined with 
the show.

Eddie Macken, Enda Carroll, 
Rosemary Connors and Margaret 
Jeffares have all told us why they 
put Dublin head and shoulders 
above the rest.

Our picture gallery shows the 
range of emotion and depth of feel-
ing that competing at the show can 
evoke and I for one cannot wait for 
my 2016 pilgrimage to Ballsbridge. 
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THINGS TO DO

DRESS TO IMPRESS
For the Dundrum Town Centre Best Dressed competitions on Ladies Day, Thursday, July 21st, 
2016. A landmark in the social and fashion calendar, Ladies Day at the Dublin Horse Show is 
a fun-filled event designed to bring out your inner fashionista. In addition to the best dressed 
lady and man categories, there are other exciting competitions to enter, including ‘Elegance is 
an attitude’, most creative hat and most colourful.

MARVEL
At the Land Rover Puissance wall. 
This can be done in two ways 
- either from the tiered stands 
looking down on all the action 
or from ground level, craning up 
at the imposing red wall and the 
brave horse and rider combina-
tions jumping it. This event is 
a real crowd-pleaser and the 
atmosphere is sure to be electric. 
Don’t miss it in the main arena on 
Saturday, July 23rd, 2016.

SPORTSFILE
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THINGS TO DO

BE ENTERTAINED
By the excellent music, magic and 
madness provided by the Dublin 
Horse Show for all visitors. This year’s 
entertainment includes a troupe of Irish 
dancers, a juggling act, a Punch and 
Judy and magic show, bands and more. 
The Band Lawn is the location for most 
of the music and fun but watch out for 
4 in a Bar, Ireland’s leading Barbershop 
Quartet, and acoustic bands who will 
perform at various locations through-
out the show each afternoon.

PICK A TEAM
In the Dublin Horse Show grand finale, the hunt chase. 
Eleven hunt chase teams will take to the main arena to 
battle it out for the national title, so pick a team to get 
behind and cheer as loud as you can. This competition 
promises to be fast and furious and these horses and 
riders relish the atmosphere. The hunt chase takes place 
on Sunday afternoon, July 24th, 2016.

Walk through history by visiting the 
Aga Khan: 90 years of the Dublin 
Horse Show exhibition at the RDS 
from July 15th to September 2nd. 
Open to the public, admission is  
free for all visitors, except during  
the week of the Dublin Horse  
Show, when general show  
admission applies.

SHOP TILL 
YOU DROP 

With over 300 trade 
stands to browse 

through, selling eve-
rything from art and 
antiques, to fashion, 
and equestrian offer-
ings, you are sure to 
find something you 

deserve!

things 
to do

Leanne O’Sullivan 
chooses her top 10  
things to do at the  

Dublin Horse Show
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THINGS TO DO

GASP
At the mounted games. 
Breathtaking is the only 
word to describe this 
event. Dozens of Ireland’s 
top young Irish Pony Club 
members will race for the 
national title over two 
days. There will be thrills 
and there will be spills, 
but above all there will be 
speed, agility and a true 
display of horsemanship. 
Children and adults alike 
will enjoy this event so 
don’t miss out.

SIP
from a flute at the Champagne 
and Seafood Bar, facing Ring 2. 
What’s not to love about this 
combination? Louis Roederer 
champagne, seafood platters and 
a front row seat to all the action. 
This really is a premium location 
we recommend you take full 
advantage of.

ADMIRE
The pretty ponies in the lead rein show hunter pony 
class. Riders taking part in this event are aged between 
four and eight years old. For most, it will be their first 
time at the Dublin Horse Show and we can’t help but 
admire their riding skills and beautifully turned out 
ponies. So why not give them a little encouragement 
down at the ring.

APPRECIATE
Ireland’s native breeds by checking out the Connemara 
and Irish Draught classes, aimed at showcasing the 
distinctive traits of these native Irish breeds. For the 
Connemara it’s all about rideability, scope, versatility and 
suitability for a child or adult. The Irish Draught, as the 
foundation of the Irish sport horse, should have good 
movement, rideability and bravery.

006-008_10_must_do.indd   8 18/06/2016   12:31:43
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THE SHOW 

Michael Moran
hunt chase and 

showing exhibitor
DUBLIN 2016 will have a different feel. Since last year 
I’ve lost a close friend in Philip Hore and I will ride his 
cob Calvin in his memory.

At the RDS in 2014 Phil, a member of the Killinicks 
and visitor to packs in Kildare and Carlow, pitched his 
Irish Draught hunter Billy against primed maxi cobs. 
He fi nished second ahead of a bunch of horses that, 
no disrespect to them, rarely saw the hunting fi eld.

Having been diagnosed with his illness last year, 
Phil returned to the RDS in 2015 with the hope of 
going one better. The trip to Dublin helped keep his 
spirits up but this time Billy was closer to the other 
end of the line.

“Not sharp enough” and “gone a little heavy” were 
the comments from the ringside judges. In an attempt 
to lighten the mood, I suggested he should try showing 
his other horse, Calvin.

“You’re mad, he would never let a judge near him,” 
said a dejected Phil. But half an hour later he was 
back: “Do you really think he could do it?”

That’s when the plan was made.
It’s a privilege but also very sad that it is me who 

will fi nish the plan, but Phil might still have his bit to 
do when it comes to the judge’s ride!

Dublin
Emer Bermingham � nds out what 
makes Dublin Horse Show special

Dublin
Tom Sinnott
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THE SHOW

Once 
I hear 
that 

clock 
chime, 
I know 
I have 

arrived. I 
even have 
a similar 
clock at 

home – 
bought 
for its 

RDS-like 
chime

Tiernan Gill
showing competitor

I’VE been going to the RDS for over 30 years and 
it’s still my favourite event of the year. My fi rst time 
competing was in the 14.2hh in the riding class. I 
came second and, to me, it was like winning the 
Aga Khan.

Over the last 10 years, my horses have won 
supreme championships, reserve championships 
and I’ve had horses in the loose jumping and other  
jumping classes.

The RDS is a place of business for me as I have 
a stand there (Gill Group) and I also buy and sell a 
good few horses. It’s a great shop window. On aver-
age I sell about three at the show and buy a few too.

One thing that is really special for me is the 
sound of the clock chiming at Dublin. Once I hear 
that clock chime, I know I have arrived. I even have 
a similar clock at home – bought specifi cally for its 
RDS-like chime.

Andrea O’Brien
Equine International Shipping 

FOR the past 10 years, we at EIS have had the job of 
organising ferries and booking stabling en route for 
horses overseas coming to Dublin.

We meet horses arriving at the ferry, escort them to 
the showgrounds and issue truck passes provided by 
the RDS. We normally get the list of the horses about 
a week or two before the show. Myself, Sarah Parsons 
and Lena Douglas are stationed in our temporary 
offi ce at the showgrounds from the time the very fi rst 
horse arrives until the last departs.

We arrange health certifi cates for horses to be re-
exported after the show and assist the Department of 
Agriculture offi cials who must inspect each horse that 
is to be certifi ed for travel.

We also arrange any fl ight work for horses travel-
ling from Dublin to the US by air after the show. The 
route for those horses is Shannon to JFK, New York, 
and that fl ight is on the Thursday, so a layover at a nice 
stable for those horses is essential.

Faith Ponsonby 
showing steward

AS a family we have great memories of Dublin Horse 
Show, with many of my family showing there over the 
years. My mother, Cherry Brandon, was very keen on 
side saddle and every year my family present a cup in 
memory of my mother for the winner of the cham-
pion side saddle horse, the Cherry Brandon memorial 
cup. I like to take some time to watch some classes, 
in particular the hunt chase and race horse to riding 
horse, those are great classes. I also enjoy stewarding 
the lead rein and fi rst ridden classes and I have been 
known to recite nursery rhymes to some children to 
quell the nerves!

Stephanie 
Cunningham

small event horse 
competitor

THERE could not possibly be a summer without 
a visit to the Dublin Horse Show. With the dates 
booked off work since January, the thought of 
starting the journey at 5am to arrive in the big 
smoke at early breakfast time, causes the same 
butterfl ies of anticipation as the family summer 
vacation did as a kid!

As for competing an animal at Dublin - there 
is nothing better than galloping around that main 
arena, smelling posh horse manure and quench-
ing your thirst with a cold beer in the bar wearing 
jodhpurs and riding boots at the end of the day!
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Rosemary Connors
2015 leading showing rider 

MY earliest memories of the RDS are of my Dad 
bringing 12-15 horses, ridden hunters and led 
young horses, which were all sold at the show. Back 
then, my brother and I had the daily task of putting 
in a request on the radio for people and friends we 
had left at home as RTÉ used to broadcast from 
opposite ring two, and I would pick up a Jersey milk 
shake on the way back.

Our tackroom at the show is a hub of activity. 
My late sister Clodagh was the main baker in the 
family so it became a popular place for friends to 
catch up. So much so that an elderly man stopped 
by one day, sat down and asked Clodagh for a sand-
wich and a cup of tea.  “I’m out of sandwiches but 
I’ve lots of cake,” she replied, so he tucked in before 
asking who ran the café? He called the next day for 
the same again.

My sister Claire competes at Dublin too and we 
sometimes have to juggle things when our classes 
clash. My niece and godchild Hannah (Clodagh’s 
daughter) loves coming to the show and my daugh-
ter Sarah is often there if she can juggle work. My 
brother Dermot comes home from South Africa 
and my other brother Alan fi nds time to join us to 
help out too!

Brendan McArdle
advertising and marketing 

manager, The Irish Field
I HAVE three roles at the RDS - fi rstly my duties in The 
Irish Field paper, secondly my reporting duties and 
features for RTÉ and then my role commentating in 
the main arena. I like to encourage the spectators to 
become involved and if Ireland wins the Aga Khan, it 
sets us up for a good weekend.

I always enjoy the 128cms pony championship 
– it’s a favourite with the crowds and they really get 
behind these future stars. It’s great fun, I wish it was 
run between the fi rst and second rounds of the Na-
tions Cup.

Land Rover Puissance day (Saturday) is also a mas-
sive day for me as it’s one of the most popular specta-
tor classes. It’s all fun and it’s easy for the crowd to 
understand. The riders help when they add a 
bit of humour to it – like when Daniel Blu-
man pulled out the Irish fl ag and when the 
late Andreas Rodriguez took off his riding 
jacket to reveal his Irish rugby jersey.

Of course the Mexican wave is a must 
and I usually end up running around 
the arena like a mad thing! It’s a great 
feeling to have the crowd partici-
pate like this, even the VIPs get up 
and do it.

tor classes. It’s all fun and it’s easy for the crowd to 
understand. The riders help when they add a 
bit of humour to it – like when Daniel Blu-
man pulled out the Irish fl ag and when the 
late Andreas Rodriguez took off his riding 
jacket to reveal his Irish rugby jersey.

Of course the Mexican wave is a must 
and I usually end up running around 
the arena like a mad thing! It’s a great 
feeling to have the crowd partici-
pate like this, even the VIPs get up 

Hans 
Kuehnle

show jumping parent
MY association with the RDS goes 
back a long time. I competed there 
myself in the working hunters and 
my wife Julia rode American hunt-
ers. Now my two girls Jennifer and 
Jessica compete there and I’m in a 
supporting role. Every year I park 
the lorry in Belvedere car park and 
we stay there for the week. I do the 
organising, the cooking and get-
ting the children and ponies ready. Julia has to stay at 
home to run the business, but she does try to get in for 
one day. My son Brian has not competed at the show 
yet, he is getting closer to qualifi cation!

We always have at least three ponies competing so 
there is always a lot of running around and occasional 
clashing of classes. Last year Jennifer won the 148cms 
championship in the main arena and they had to wait 
for her in Simmonscourt to compete in the young rid-
ers. The panic that day!

Every now and again, I take a few minutes to think 
about my son Benny who passed away. I remember 
how he won the young rider bursary on three occa-
sions and wonder what might have been.

THE SHOW

ES Photography
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THE BIG INTERVIEW

Brilliant

Daragh  
Ó Conchúir 

talks to the Irish star to 
discuss business, family 

and downtime
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THE BIG INTERVIEW

D
O NOT let the impossibly boyish features, the 
shy smile or slim build fool you. There is steel 
in Bertram Allen that is at the core of his near-   
otherworldly ascension up the world rankings 
since moving to Germany as a 16-year-old.

It is why he was never intimidated by taking 
on the likes of Beerbaum, Guerdat, Brash, De-
lestre, Whitaker and O’Connor within two years. 

That strength ensured that he would never go against his 
belief on how the horses would be prepared and trained, 
even if it was very different from what a lot of his peers 
were doing.
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THE BIG INTERVIEW

And it meant that, as a teenager, he had no 
problem taking on a business, the success of which is 
imperative to continuing triumphs on the spotlight 
nights.

Has there ever been a rise as meteoric as his?     
Bagging gold at the European pony championships in 
2010 marked him out as one for the future. Being part 
of Ireland’s gold-winning team at the junior champi-
onships two years later, and claiming silver in 2013, 
confirmed the potential.

A year after that podium finish with Molly Malone 
V, the duo were turning heads in a more rarefied atmo-
sphere, taking the first class at the World Equestrian 
Games before finishing seventh overall. The rider had 
just turned 19, the horse he had nurtured over the 
previous few years only 10, and yet they had already 
achieved so much in their first full five-star season 
that the performance wasn’t considered a shock.

In show jumping you wouldn’t be 
long being brought down to earth. 
You jump one round and you’d think 

you were flying. You’d go out the 
next morning in a small class and 

have two down – it fairly keeps 
your feet on the floor
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THE BIG INTERVIEW

In all, Allen accumulated 16 international wins 
that season. He began with a Grand Prix victory in 
Lummen and as well as the WEG success, added his 
first World Cup qualifier in Verona, a history-making 
second consecutive World Championship for Young 
Horses win with Barnike, not to mention the Dublin 
Grand Prix in front of a rapturous home crowd.

If Molly was responsible for much of the success 
that earned him the Irish Independent Young Sport 
Star of the Year award, Allen had considerable back-up 
in Romanov, who stepped up to ensure that his bud-
ding star was not overworked.

The rate of success accelerated last year as he rock-
eted into the top five of the world rankings. Romanov 
landed a World Cup qualifier and Global Champions 
Tour Grand Prix double in France but Allen was back 
on board his brilliant grey mare when finishing third 
in the World Cup final in Las Vegas.

The highlight, however, was the Aga Khan Cup 
victory alongside Greg Broderick, Darragh Kenny and 
Cian O’Connor.

This, remember, is a young man that will not be 
21 until August. There might have been some awe 
surrounding the stellar company he suddenly found 
himself keeping initially but it was never crippling.

“I was never intimidated,” he says. “It happened so 
quick. I was probably half starstruck riding with them 
but you get competitive with them and they’re all a 
friendly bunch. Most of them I get on with. Chatting 
with them and competing with them at such a young 
age was unbelievable.”

It almost looked easy.
“Ah no. In show jumping you wouldn’t be long 

being brought down to earth. You jump one round 
and you’d think you were flying. You’d go out the next 
morning in a small class and have two down – it fairly 
keeps your feet on the floor.”

Everything about Allen is relaxed. Success and 
setback are met with pretty similar calmness.

A
lthough initially distraught over his disquali-
fication after winning the Olympia Grand 
Prix last December when a fleck of blood was 
found on Quiet Easy’s flank, he has long since 
consigned it to the history books. He doesn’t 
believe in paralysis-inducing analysis.

That character trait translates itself to his 
riding style. Nureyev meets Federer, it is an 

unflustered grace that makes veterans gush. Like jump 
jockey Ruby Walsh, he is almost motionless in the 
saddle, apparently doing nothing but somehow linked 
with his charge in a subliminal way.

In show jumping, that type of synchronicity is a 
phenomenon born of trust and understanding, the 
product of hours in each other’s company, learning 
the signals and increasing confidence.

 There are obvious comparisons with his men-
tor Marcus Ehning, while Allen has benefited from 
the   tutelage of Con Power, Billy Twomey and Jessica 
Kürten in the past, but he maintains that the basic 
mechanics have been in place from the beginning.

“I had my style. I learned a lot from them obvi-
ously, watching them and studying them. Even other 
people, you’d be watching and learning, but that had 
nothing really to do with my style. That never changed 

UNLIKE many of his continental contemporaries, Allen adopts a natural 
approach in horse management, with plenty of turn-out time, hacks in 
the woods and cross-country jumping. “That’s the way you have it when 
you’re at home with ponies, everything is natural and straightforward and 
you’re not worrying about them doing something. You don’t have them 
on a pedestal. You just let them be horses.”

World of Showjumping
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Molly Malone V
Age: 12

Kannan X Cavalier

“Dad bought her in Spain with Billy 
[Twomey] when she was five. I rode 
her a bit but I was still riding the 
ponies. I got her then when she was 
eight and we went through the ranks 
together. We did juniors and went from 
strength to strength.

“She was very careful at first. She 
tried very hard but you never knew 
if she would be that good. She found 
belief in herself and she was so com-
petitive, she progressed. You can never 
guarantee they’re going to be good 
until they go and do it.

“We gave her some easy shows 
at the start of the year to focus on 
peaking at Rio. She has been very good 
for me.”

Romanov
Age: 18

Heartbreaker X Fedor

“Billy and Dad went halves on him. Billy 
had him for a while and he wasn’t to 
come to me initially but Billy suggested 
that it might be a good idea to protect 
Molly. She was young and she couldn’t 
do every Grand Prix so it worked per-
fectly. You could go anywhere with him 
and he could jump any class, and she 
was able to be protected and I think 
that made her a better horse.

“He feels so good still. Obviously 
he’s not going to go on forever but he’ll 
tell me whenever he’s finished and I’ll 
listen. He’ll go breeding as he’s very 
well bred.”

Hector Van d’Abdijhoeve
Age: 9

Cabrio Van De Heffinck X  
V. Utriolle Van De Heffinck

“I think he’s going to be the next big one. He looks 
like a fantastic horse. He’s done three five-star 
Grand Prix, he’s been double clear in two of them. 
In Miami he was third in the Global Tour and in 
Hong Kong he was fifth in the Grand Prix. I think he 
has a big future ahead of them.

“When you’ve a horse with that much quality, 
you have to be very careful with them. So it’s 
slow, slow, slow. He did Hong Kong very good. 
We dropped him down then again, did a few small 
classes, made it easy for him and then built it back 
up for Miami and Mexico.

“He’s breeding at the moment and I’ll drop him 
down and build it up and after a certain time we’ll 
keep him there. I’m sure he could do it now but 
for the long run, it’s better that he doesn’t have 
to. Noel Delahunty owns him. Noel has two other 
young horses with us that we have a half-share in.”

Over the stable door 
Bertram Allen’s horses
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too much. It was just tips and tidying up here and 
there. The basic style I’d say has evolved a bit but only 
naturally over the years. It’s fairly much the same.

“Most of the good riders do what I do. You see Mar-
cus. He’s doing more than anyone but you don’t see it. 
He’s got all his homework done and can manage the 
horses without making a big deal of it.”

Allen’s father Bert Snr bought Kürten’s farm in 
Hünxe as an investor, rather than a sponsor. Just as 
was the case when the children were young and he 
would provide ponies and tuition, but no grooms. He 
wanted them to learn the value of graft. So he will not 
bankroll his son’s every move and the operation must 
be run on a sound business footing.

“That’s hard, trying to keep all that in the air,” 
Allen admits. “To have the right plan for the horses so 
they’re at the right shows and then look after every-
thing at home. The cost, staff; everything has to be 
taken into account and looked after.

“It’s a lot of work but thankfully my sister April is 
over here and she’s brilliant at organising and keeping 
the day-to-day stuff ticking over, without me ever  hav-
ing to worry about it. Obviously she’d talk to me then 
as the situation demands.

“I’d be on the phone to Mum and Dad too, and 
they’re over every so often. Dad would guide us in the 
right way but he wouldn’t be doing everything. He 
gives us our bit of rein and lets us make a few of our 
own mistakes.”

The business model is a long-term one.
“We have sold a few horses but the model is to 

buy five, six or seven-year-olds and then get them to 
Grand Prix level so I can make use of them and then 
sell some of them at that level. So that really hasn’t 
come through yet, as most of them are only eight now. 
They’re still looking good but that end of it will only 
start to come through in the next year or two.”

I
f there was any begrudgery surrounding Allen’s 
success, given his father’s input, he is sure it has 
dissipated now. After all, Molly Malone V was 
bought as a five-year-old and, while Romanov 
was established, he has moved to another level 
under Allen’s tutelage. The family hasn’t spent 
millions on ready-made five-star operators.

This, after all, is someone who moved to a 
different country as a boy to learn his trade. There 
was some loneliness but Allen had plenty to do and 
was lucky to be staying with some friends of his father    
initially. Bert Snr went to Holland at a similar age to 
learn the cattle and meat processing business trade.

Kürten described him as “the best rider to come 
out of Ireland in years” and when the Antrim native 
relocated to France, it was time to step up.

April is the eldest Allen sibling and, after some 
regular visits, moved over full-time a year ago. As well 
as being someone he can rely on at HQ while he is 
travelling, she is also a good mate and doesn’t overdo 
the surrogate mammy role.

Most people his age are living it up but Allen’s 
social activities revolve around his job.

“I’d have a few friends from home but most of the 
people I’d know and be friendly with are at the show. 
In the stable there’s a bunch of us here and we all get 
on, and I know a few people around. But normally, 
Monday, Tuesday you’d be home and happy enough 
to chill out and keep it quiet. You go to the show then 
and meet everyone, go out for dinner and a few drinks.
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Quiet Easy 4
Age: 12

Quidam’s Rubin X Zapateado

Quiet Easy is owned by Quainton Stud 
in England. I have him a little over a 
year now and he’s been a fantastic 
horse for us. He is very useful and is 
brilliant to win. He’s a VERY fast horse! 
That is unquestionably his greatest 
asset. 

He won the Longines Masters 
Speed Challenge master in Los Angeles 
and Hong Kong, and was completing 
a double in Hong Kong last February, 
after winning the Hong Kong Jockey 
Club Trophy 24 hours earlier. He has 
won the Grand Prix in Stockholm as 
well and recorded numerous other 
good results. He is a very important 
member of the team.

ON Tuesday morning, June 
7th, 2016, Bertram Allen 
received a call from the Team 
Ireland show jumping man-
ager Robert Splaine. 

Allen was told that he 
would not be representing 
Ireland in the Olympic Games 
in Rio de Janeiro. This was 
despite Allen being the rider 
whose results had secured the 
Olympic place for Ireland. 

The details of that conver-
sation have not been revealed 
but it is safe to surmise that 
it was the most difficult thing 
the 20-year-old has ever had to 
hear in his stellar career. 

Allen remained tight-
lipped in the aftermath of 
the Horse Sport Ireland 
announcement that Ireland 
would be represented at Rio by 
his Aga Khan-winning team-
mate, Greg Broderick. 

However Broderick, who 
described Allen as “an abso-
lute gentleman”, revealed that 
the young Wexford rider called 
him to wish him well at the 
Olympics that same morning.  

STEADFAST SILENCE
In the midst of a raging debate 
over his non-selection, Allen 
maintained a steadfast silence. 

Within 48 hours, he won 
a 1.45m class at the five-star 
Longines Global Champions 
Tour in Cannes with Quiet 
Easy. A week later, he jumped 
a double clear on his faithful 
mare Molly to win the 1.50m 
world-ranking Gaston Glock’s 
Championat in Austria. 

It would appear that Allen 
was doing his talking through 
his jumping. 

He finally broke his silence 
to give a short, but revealing, 
comment to this magazine:  

“I am very disappointed 
not to be able to ride in Rio, 
having won Ireland’s only 
place,” he said. “I’m really 
looking forward to returning 
to Dublin with Molly.”

Just days later, on Monday, 
June 20th, Allen was nominat-
ed alongside Cian O’Connor 
as Olympic reserve to Greg 
Broderick. 

RioDecision
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“Most of the time you’re involved in show jumping 
and thinking about it. It’s not like I do nothing else. I 
do a bit here and there but it wouldn’t be one specific 
thing either. This is fairly full on and if you do have a 
bit of time off you’re happy to chill out and watch a bit 
of telly or something.”

He looks forward to his next trip home to the hal-
lowed turf of the main arena in the RDS.

If he pinches himself about anything, it is that he 
has been successful at his Theatre of Dreams, winning 
the 2015 Aga Khan trophy in the Furusiyya Nations 
Cup on Romanov with teammates O’Connor, Brod-
erick and Kenny and the 2014 Grand Prix with Molly 
Malone V.

Amazingly mature for one so young, there is no 
way he takes any of his success for granted.

“When you take a step back and look at it… I am 
very lucky to be where I am and I appreciate that. But 
you can’t dwell on that when you’re there. Keep driving 
on and make the most of it.”

The test will be to remain successful over a sus-
tained period. It represents a test of his riding but 
more so, given how that ability is undeniable, it will be 
a test of the business model. It is bonkers to ask any 
20-year-old if he can envisage his career in another 
30 years but that is the type of sport he is involved in. 
If Captain Canada himself, Ian Millar, is the bar, Allen 
has another 50.

“In the new Global Champions League I’m jump-
ing with John Whitaker (on the Valkenswaard United 
team). He’s 60, so he’s 40 years older than me! But I 
think that’s what makes a good rider great, when they 
do it over time. John is almost the exception to be do-
ing it that long, but to be doing it over 20 or 30 years 
and to keep at that high level is what you aim for.”

You couldn’t bet against it. J

“IT doesn’t get much better than winning 
the Aga Khan but winning the Grand 
Prix was right up there as well. The two of 
them were unreal. The Aga Khan more so, 
though. Being there on the Friday with the 
team… it was my first Nations Cup win.
“It’s everyone’s dream growing up in Ire-
land. We’re fortunate to have that. Most 
other countries don’t really have that big 
show like Dublin. Everyone knows about it, 
even if they’re not into show jumping. Fri-
day in Dublin. Everyone takes an interest.
“I love home but I don’t get home that 
often. So to get home for the week and meet 
people, jumping in front of the crowd, the 
build-up to it… I’ve been going since I was 
eight or nine. At that age, you’re watching 
those boys riding around, you’re looking at 
them from the gate, trying to find a corner 
to watch the Aga Khan from. To be able to 
do that so quickly was really surreal.”

Friday in Dublin –  
It’s everyone’s dream

Bertram Allen talks about  
winning the Aga Khan and  

the Grand Prix at Dublin

The 2015 win-
ning Irish Aga 
Khan team (l-r) 
Greg Broderick, 
Darragh Kenny, 
Robert Splaine 
(team man-
ager), Bertram 
Allen and Cian 
O’Connor 
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They make it to the 
shows as often 

as they can. When 
they’re not here, 
they’re watching 

online. I love having 
them with me

&royalty   
riches 

Jessica Springsteen

J
ESSICA Springsteen (25), daughter of rock star 
Bruce Springsteen and his wife Patti Scialfa, is 
well used to the celebrity lifestyle.

Growing up as the daughter of ‘The Boss’, she 
was accustomed to travelling all over the world, 
although her parents tried to protect Jessica and 
her two brothers, Evan and Samuel, from pa-
parazzi by taking up residence at a farm in  

       New Jersey when she was five.
It was at home that Springsteen learned to ride 

ponies and she excelled at equitation, winning the 
Christy Conard Perpetual Trophy for Equestrian Excel-
lence in 2007, the National Championship in 2008 and 
the Excellence in Equitation Championship in 2009.

When she began to concentrate on pure show 
jumping, she proved equally talented, winning medals 
at the 2010 North American Young Rider Champion-
ships and being named as reserve rider for the 2012 
London Olympics.

Along with Katie Dinan, Springsteen was a member 
of the American team who won the Aga Khan Nations 
Cup at Dublin in 2014, riding Vindicat W.

Causing a media frenzy by attending the RDS every 
day, her father Bruce was happy to play second fiddle 
to his daughter and lapped up the atmosphere at the 
five-star show.

Of her parental support, Springsteen told People.
com: “They make it to the shows as often as they can. 
When they’re not here, they’re watching online. I love 
having them with me.”

Springsteen’s main ambition is to represent her 
country at this summer’s 2016 Rio Olympics.

Caitríona Murphy takes a closer look at 
show jumping’s rich and famous
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Jennifer Gates

D
AUGHTER of billionaire parents Bill and 
Melinda Gates, Jennifer Katherine Gates is an 
avid show jumper and relishes working with 
her horses Cadence, Lord Levisto, Luftikus S 
and Pumped Up Kicks, among others.

Jennifer’s father Bill Gates is the world’s 
wealthiest billionaire, according to Forbes. 
Founder of computer giant Microsoft, he is 

worth a jaw-dropping $76.7 billion. Her mother Me-
linda is a partner in the Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-
tion, which has given away more than $33 billion in 
grant payments since it was founded in 2000.

Jennifer (20) won a team gold medal at the 2014 
North American Young Rider Championships and 
won one of six wildcard spots at the George H. Morris 
Horsemastership Training Session, where she was up 
at the barn every morning at 6am to muck out.

Studying biology at Stanford University, Jennifer 
has two younger siblings, brother Rory and sister 
Phoebe. In 2014, Bill Gates paid a reported $18 million 
for a 229-acre property in California for his daughter 
and her horses. Rancho Paseana in San Diego features 
fi ve barns with between 21 and 30 stables in each, an 
orchard and gallops.

Soon after, Gates also bought a second equestrian 
property in the show jumping hub of Wellington, 
Florida, at a reported cost of $8.7 million.

Although she has never competed on Irish soil, 
Jennifer Gates has close links with this country.

In 2015, Gates bought an Irish Sport Horse mare 
called Pepperpot (previously WKD Pepperpot). Bred 
by Thomas Hughes in Co Kilkenny, the mare was 
produced by Co Antrim-based show jumper Joanne 
Sloan-Allen.

Earlier this year, Jennifer Gates loaned Pepperpot 
to her Irish boyfriend, Paraic Kenny, to compete in the 
young rider Nations Cup. Talented 20-year-old Wex-
ford native Kenny and his teammates took third place 
in the competition.

Kenny, who was The Irish Field Young Show Jumper 
of the Year in 2012, fi rst travelled to the United States 
using a Young Rider Bursary won at the Dublin Horse 
Show.

Georgina Bloomberg

G
EORGINA Bloomberg (33) is the younger 
daughter of former New York City Mayor and 
billionaire Michael Bloomberg and Susan 
Brown. Worth an estimated $43.9 billion, 
Michael Bloomberg founded media company 
Bloomberg LP and is ranked by Forbes as the 
eighth wealthiest billionaire in the world. 
Georgina Bloomberg began riding ponies 

at the age of four and by the time she turned 18, she 
was one of the top junior riders in America. She won 
team gold in 2002 at the North American Young Rider 
Championships and individual gold in 2003.

In 2008, she was long-listed for the US Olympic 
equestrian team and is now a regular on the American 

Eve Jobs
ANOTHER high-tech heiress, Eve Jobs is the daughter 
of the late Apple co-founder Steve Jobs, who passed 
away in 2011 following a battle with cancer, and his 
wife Laurene Powell Jobs.

Creator of the Apple personal computer, the Ma-
cintosh, Jobs was famously fi red from Apple in 1985 
but returned to the company in 1996 after funding the 
development of animation company Pixar, which was 
subsequently bought by Disney.

According to Forbes, at the time of his death, Jobs 
was largest individual shareholder in Disney, with 
shares worth around $4.47 billion of Disney stock.

Laurene Powell Jobs is estimated to be worth a cool 
$18.4 billion and uses her money to promote social 
causes and help disadvantaged students.

$76.7bn
Bill Gates’ 
fortune
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Nations Cup team, having been the youngest rider by 
a distance on the winning team at La Baule in 2005.

In her quest for success on the show jumping cir-
cuit, Bloomberg has incurred two broken collarbones, 
two broken wrists, two concussions and a broken back 
so it’s fair to say she’s resilient.

Bloomberg dated two Irish men in the past – horse 
dealer Declan Orpen and Olympian Cian O’Connor – 
but in 2013 she and her then-partner and fellow show 
jumper, Ramiro Quintana, had a son, Jasper Michael 
Brown Quintana.She rode competitively while five 
months pregnant but has since said she would not do 
the same thing again.

She and Jasper spend half the year in show jump-
ing haven Wellington, Florida, and the rest of the year 
between Manhattan and her farm in North Salem, 
New York, where the animal-loving family have five 
dogs, 11 horses and two rescue miniature horses.

Charlotte Casiraghi

CHARLOTTE Casiraghi (30) has both royalty and 
celebrity in her lineage, as the granddaughter of 
the late Rainier III, Prince of Monaco, and Ameri-
can actress Grace Kelly, Princess of Monaco.

Charlotte is the daughter of Caroline, Princess 
of Hanover and is eighth in line to the throne of 
Monaco. Her father, Stefano Casiraghi, was an 
Italian businessman and was killed in a boat rac-
ing accident when she was only four years old.

Like her mother Caroline, Charlotte took up 
horse riding as a child and began competing seri-
ously as a teenager. She was trained by Thierry 
and Phillipe Rozier, French international show 
jumpers whose father Marcel competed at the 
Olympics in Mexico and Montreal.

Charlotte gave up riding competitively for 
four years to study for her final school exams 
but returned to compete on the Longines Global 
Champions Tour.

More recently, she has competed with 
Tchintchin Du Village and Ramsexy Z at up to 
1.35m level.

The show jumping fan is also a fashionista, be-
ing the royal muse of Karl Lagerfeld and a friend 
of Stella McCartney. She even had her equestrian 
wardrobe exclusively designed for her by Gucci 
creative director Frida Giannini.

Eve (18) is based at North Run stables, owned and 
run by renowned American equitation and 
jumping trainer Missy Clark and her Irish hus-
band, Kildare native John Brennan.

Eve’s recent successes include a win and 
runner-up placing at the Longines Global 
Champions Tour in Miami with Sandor De 
La Pomme in the two-star 1.45m world-
ranking classes and first and third with 
Quickley 3 in the two-star 1.35m classes.

Her newest acquisition is the five-star 
level stallion Chill R Z, previously ridden 
by the US Nations Cup star Charlie Jayne 
to win the Aga Khan at Dublin in 2014 
and the 2015 Great American $1 Mil-
lion Grand Prix at HITS Ocala.

Charlotte 
is the 

daughter 
of 

Caroline, 
Princess 

of Hanover 
and is 

EIGHth in 
line to the 
throne of 

Monaco

Charlotte 
Casiraghi and 
Edwina Tops 

Alexander 
warm up their 
horses on the 

Longines Global 
Champions 

Tour at Monaco 
2014
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Hannah Selleck

HANNAH Selleck (28) is the only daughter of Holly-
wood actor Tom Selleck and his wife Jillie Mack.

As well as jumping in Wellington, Florida, and 
North Salem, New York, Hannah has a breeding 
programme to produce her own show jumpers. She 
keeps her broodmares, foals and youngstock on a 
ranch in Hidden Valley, California and another prop-
erty in New Mexico during times of drought.

When she travels to Europe to compete, Hannah 
is based with Irish Nations Cup rider Darragh Kenny.

Katie Dinan

K
ATHERINE (Katie) Dinan is the daughter of 
billionaire Jamie Dinan, founder of York Capi-
tal Management, and Elizabeth Miller. Jamie 
Dinan is estimated by Forbes to be worth 
around $2 billion.

Katie’s love of horses was encouraged by 
her mother Elizabeth.

“On Mother’s Day she took me to the barn 
for my fi rst lesson. I went to my fi rst show when I was 
age seven and from then I was hooked.”

She began riding ponies at age four with trainer 
Molly Flaherty at Arcadia Farm in New York and 
moved on to horses at age 12 with trainer Steve Weiss.

Now a regular member of the American Nations 
Cup team, Dinan also competes on the Longines 
Global Champions Tour, at the Winter Equestrian 
Festival in Florida and most recently competed at the 
World Cup Final in Gothenburg, Sweden.

Katie is no stranger to Ireland, having been on the 
United States team who won the famous Aga Khan Na-
tions Cup in superb style at the 2014 Discover Ireland 
Dublin Horse Show.

Last autumn Dinan hit the headlines for another 
Irish connection, when she was revealed as the buyer 
of Dougie Douglas, the Irish-bred horse sold for a 
record-breaking €1.4 million.

The Irish Sport Horse was sold at the Goresbridge 
Supreme Sale of Showjumpers in Co Wexford last 
November to Irish agent Barry O’Connor for an undis-
closed client, later revealed to be Dinan.

The horse and rider won their fi rst class together, 
the $50,000 National Grand Prix at the Winter Eques-
trian Festival in Florida, in February.

Athina Onassis de Miranda

A
THINA Onassis de Miranda (31) is the 
one surviving descendant of the Greek 
shipping tycoon Aristotle Onassis. She is 
also the sole heir to the fortune of Aristo-
tle’s daughter Christina, Athina’s mother, 
who passed away when her daughter was 
only three years old.

Athina’s father Thierry Roussel was 
not chosen by his wife to manage his daughter’s 
inheritance, which is rumoured to be in excess 
of $1 billion, and so it was managed by a panel 
of trustees until she came of age. The subject 
of much speculation, the Onassis fortune is 
rumoured to include gold bars, a baby food 
factory, as well as an island called Skorpios, 
where Aristotle’s wife Jackie (Kennedy) Onas-
sis stayed to avoid paparazzi.

A keen show jumper, Athina married  
Brazilian show jumper and Olympic medal-
list Alvaro de Miranda Neto, better known 
as Doda, in 2005 and the pair jump on the 
Longines Global Champions Tour.

As well as Sao Paulo, they own proper-
ties in Florida, and Valkenswaard, Neth-
erlands and their horses compete under 
the A&D Sport Horses banner.

Athina 
married 

Brazilian 
show 

jumper and 
Olympic 

medallist 
Alvaro de 
Miranda 

Neto, 
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Doda, in 
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operation, Cruise control, 15000
DEEP SEA BLUE

 X3 xDrive20d SE 2012
Auto,  Cruise control, Park Distance 
Control, 99869
TITANIUM SILVER 

€59,995 €54,995 €54,995 €31,995

X1 sDrive18d Sport  161
Auto, Bike Rack Preparation,
Seat heating, Adaptive LED
Headlights, 8631
MINERAL GREY

 X1 xDrive20d xLine  152
Auto,  BMW Navigation Plus, 
Driver comfort package, 
Park Assist, 2400
GLACIER SILVER

X1 sDrive18d xLine 161
Auto, Adaptive LED Headlights,
Cruise control, Seat heating,  5000
CHESTNUT BRONZE

 X1 sDrive18d SE 2012 
Manual, 17” Star-spoke, 
Xline package, 128000 
JET BLACK

€47,995 €46,995 €45,995 €19,995

Morrison BMW, Cork Road, Cahir, Co. Tipperary 
Tel: 052 7441122       I       Email: info@morrisonbmw.ie         I        Web: www.morrisonbmw.ie

5 STAR RETAILER
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The Moloneys

KILKENNY-born brothers Richie and Eddie Moloney 
are at the top of the show jumping game in Ireland 
and the USA. Richie is based in Wellington, Florida, 
where he was a member of the winning Irish Na-
tions Cup team in March, while Eddie was crowned 
National Champion at home in Ireland in 2010. Their 
parents Tom and Ann, and sisters Marie and Elle, are 
all involved in running the home business at War-
rington Equestrian Centre.

Andrew Bourns walks the track for the Young 
Rider Nations Cup in Wellington, Florida with 
Lisbeg’s stable rider Jenny Rankin (Photo: A)
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The Bourns family

Richard and Deirdre Bourns are well known sport 
horse producers from Lisbeg Farm in Co Galway, hav-
ing sold horses such as Madam Butterfly (Angelica Au-
gustsson), Mark Q (Kevin Babington) and Roundthorn 
Madios (Lauren Tisbo). Their son Andrew is based 
between Montreal and Florida, where he runs the US 
branch of Lisbeg Farm. Some of his big results include 
winning the Quebec World Cup qualifier in 2013 and 
finishing seventh in the 2012 Dublin Grand Prix.

JUDITH FAHERTY  
LOOKS AT THE FAMILY 

CONNECTIONS INVOLVED 
IN IRISH SHOW JUMPING

Father and son Tom and Richie Moloney

The Book LLC

tiesFAMILY

Andrew Bourns is based in the US
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Edward, Alexan-
der and Nicholas 
Butler at Ladycastle 
Stables in Straffan, 
Co Kildare, where 
Alexander runs 
the yard with his 
girlfriend Katie-Ann 
Grendon

The Butlers

T
HE Butler trio of Edward (33), Alexander (28) and Nicholas 
(25) have followed in the footsteps of their horse-mad parents, 
Colette and James, and all three have chosen to make show 
jumping their career. After a 12-year stint riding in Germany, 
Edward returned home to Co Meath in 2012, while Alexander 
is based at Ladycastle Stables in Straffan and is a two-time Na-
tional Champion, winning the title in 2011 and 2015. Youngest 
of the brothers, Nicholas has gone out on his own this season 

after spending time riding for both Neal Fearon and Ger O’Neill..

The Fearons

THE 2014 Coach of the Year Ian Fearon has been in-
volved in coaching Irish teams at underage level since 
2007 and is the show jumping coach to the Irish high 
performance eventing team. 
His son Neal has made a name for himself as one of 
Ireland’s leading show jumpers, being named on the 
squad for the Aga Khan Nations Cup in 2000 with the 
stallion Peter Pan and he won the Dublin Puissance on 
Candileto 4 in 2008. 

The Breens
TIPPERARY-born brothers Shane and Trevor Breen 
are amongst the biggest names on the British show 
jumping circuit. Married to the late Douglas Bunn’s 
daughter Chloe, Shane is based at the Hickstead show-
grounds and cites his double clear on World Cruise in 
the Aga Khan Cup at Dublin in 2006 as one of his most 
memorable experiences.

Younger brother Trevor is based in nearby Buck-
inghamshire with his wife Caroline, who also rides 
internationally. Trevor won back-to-back Hickstead 
Derbys, most memorably on the one-eyed wonder 
horse Adventure De Kannan in 2014. He carried a 
necklace that belonged to his late mother Mary, who 
passed away just months before, in his pocket for his 
winning round. John, the Breen family patriarch, looks 
after the youngstock at home in Cashel.

Trevor and Shane Breen with their father John and his 
daughter-in-laws, Caroline and Chloe, at Hickstead 

Nigel Goddard/KS Digital Photography
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The Duffys

THE Duffy family from Ballina 
in Co Mayo is steeped in show 
jumping both at home and abroad. 
Alex (26) produced horses such as 
Antello Z and Living The Dream 
as youngsters, while he was head 
rider at Carl Hanley Sporthorses, 
before going out on his own. 
Meanwhile Michael, the youngest 
of the bunch, won a gold medal 
at the Youth Olympic Games in 
Nanjing, China in 2014. Older 
brother Martin, sisters Audrey and 
Samantha, and parents Sandra and 
Vinny also have a huge part to play 
in the family business.

The Allens

BERTRAM Allen needs no introduction and his 
younger brother Harry is fast becoming a star in 
his own right. Still only 14, Harry scored a double 
of wins at Lichtenvoorde in The Netherlands last 
December on his big brother’s former mount Wild 
Thing L, and he has qualified in the 148cms pony 
division for this year’s Horse Show.

The Doyles

THE Doyle brothers Edward and Jack have numerous 
senior team accolades to their name. Jack competed at 
the 1988 Seoul Olympic Games and guided the Inner 
Mongolian show jumping team to the gold medal in 
the China Games in 2013. Edward bred the famous 
chesnut stallion Flexible at his Kildare farm and has 
jumped at the European and World Championships. 
Edward’s son, Edward Jnr, is also an established young 
rider with winning results.

Bertram Allen walks the track for the 148cms pony 
class with his brother Harry and Michael Condon at the 
2015 Dublin Horse Show

Michael G Duffy 
from Ballina, Co 
Mayo, cel-
ebrating after 
winning a team 
gold medal for 
Europe at the 
Youth Olympic 
Games in Nan-
jing in 2014 

Laurence Dunne/jumpinaction.net
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The Hanleys

CORMAC and Eleanor Hanley established Clarem-
orris Equestrian Centre in 1980. Charles, their el-
dest son, now runs the centre with his wife Sinead, 
who hails from the equally well-known show 
jumping Slattery clan. Their son, Cormac Jnr, rides 
at North Run farm in America and has had major 
Grand Prix wins since moving stateside.

Charles’ brother Cameron, based at White Heart 
Farm in Germany, has fond memories of the Dublin 
Horse Show, having won the Grand Prix in 2000 on 
Ballaseyr Twilight, and his son Finn is now compet-
ing on the international circuit.

Youngest brother Carl is also based in Germany, 
where he runs Carl Hanley Sporthorses with his 
wife Nadja Kapp Hanley, who herself competed at 
senior level for Austria. Their nephew Eric Glynn, 
son of sister Amanda, has also made a name for 
himself on the national circuit.

The Kerins family

DARRAGH and Richard Kerins grew up at Tubberbride 
Stables in Co Sligo. Darragh, who is based in the US, 
was a member of the winning Aga Khan Cup team in 
2012 on Lisona, who was later sold to Bruce Spring-
teen’s daughter Jessica. Richard is based at home 
in Collooney where he produces young horses and 
competes at Grand Prix level. Their parents Francie 
and Noeleen are well-known horse people and sister 
Fran Rush is a regular winner on the amateur circuit. 
Darragh’s eight-year-old son Daniel is a keen show 
jumper, being named the Childrens Jumper Cham-
pion during week one of Winter Equestrian Festival in 
Florida this season.

The Clarkes

CAVAN Equestrian Centre in Latt, Co Cavan is 
a truly family-run operation, incorporating a sales 
venue, international show venue, tack shop and 
competition yard. Stuart runs the operational side of 
the business, backed up by his parents Meryvn and 
Pauline, while Natalie looks after the running of shows 
and Meryvn Jr runs a successful private show jump-
ing yard at the complex. Two generations of Clarkes 
will compete at this year’s show when Meryvn Jnr will 
compete in horses while 10-year-old Camryn will line 
out in the 128cms class, a competition his uncle won 
29 years ago.

Meryvn Clarke and his nephew and godson 
Camryn will both compete at the 2016  
Discover Ireland Dublin Horse Show 

Darragh Kerins 
and Hot Wheels 
pictured with 
his son Daniel in 
Saugerties

Cormac Hanley on Queen Carola with his two grand-
fathers Gabriel Slattery Snr (left) and Cormac Hanley 
Snr (right)

M
onica Flanagan

ESI Photography
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The Powers

CON Power was a Captain in the Irish Army 
and member of the Irish team that domi-
nated the Aga Khan Cup in the late 70s rid-
ing the legendary stallion Rockbarton. His 
son Robbie, now a leading National Hunt 

jockey, won the Speed Derby at Hickstead 
on Doonaveeragh O One in 2013. That 

horse is owned by his younger sister 
Elizabeth, who has competed at pony, 
junior and senior level in eventing 
and is also a Grand Prix winner at 

pure show jumping. Their mother 
Margaret also competed at the 
famous Badminton Horse Trials.

The Blakes

MICHAEL Blake, of East Clare Equestrian Centre, is 
a driving force behind young rider development in 
Ireland and is the Irish team manager for the Children 
On Horses. In 2014, Michael won the Masters Class 
during the Winter Equestrian Festival in Florida. His 
son David has competed at three European Cham-
pionships and now rides and trains for Pine Hollow 
Farm in Florida.

The Sweetnams

SHOW jumper and trainer Shane Sweetnam hails 
from Co Cork and runs Sweet Oak Farm in Wel-
lington, Florida, with his wife Ali who trains riders 
in the hunter, pony and equitation divisions. Their 
eldest daughter Olivia (7) is a regular competitor 
in the childrens jumpers at the Winter Equestrian 
Festival. Shane’s parents Jerry and Maria and 
his brothers and sisters are all involved in show 
jumping in Ireland. His niece Abbie Sweetnam (15, 
pictured below) won the pony Grand Prix in Hagen, 
Germany last summer and was a member of the 
winning pony Nations Cup team at Odense in May.

National Hunt jockey Robbie 
Power winning the Hick-
stead Speed Derby in 2013 
on his sister Elizabeth’s 
horse Doonaveeragh O One

The Du� ys

PAUL Duffy from Turloughmore in Co 
Galway is a renowned course builder and 
the son of the late Paul Duffy Snr, who built 
the track for the 1982 World Championships 
and the 1981 Sydney Royal Show. His son 
Michael, now based in Britain, has multiple 
pony and young rider European medals to 
his name and he became the youngest ever 
Irish National Champion in 2012, aged 17.

The Powers

CON Power was a Captain in the Irish Army 
and member of the Irish team that domi-
nated the Aga Khan Cup in the late 70s rid-
ing the legendary stallion Rockbarton. His 
son Robbie, now a leading National Hunt 

jockey, won the Speed Derby at Hickstead 
on Doonaveeragh O One in 2013. That 

horse is owned by his younger sister 
Elizabeth, who has competed at pony, 
junior and senior level in eventing 
and is also a Grand Prix winner at 

pure show jumping. Their mother 
Margaret also competed at the 
famous Badminton Horse Trials.

The Blakes

MICHAEL Blake, of East Clare Equestrian Centre, is 
a driving force behind young rider development in 
Ireland and is the Irish team manager for the Children 
On Horses. In 2014, Michael won the Masters Class 
during the Winter Equestrian Festival in Florida. His 
son David has competed at three European Cham-
pionships and now rides and trains for Pine Hollow 

National Hunt jockey Robbie 
Power winning the Hick-
stead Speed Derby in 2013 
on his sister Elizabeth’s 
horse Doonaveeragh O One

Irish National Champion in 2012, aged 17.
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Abbie 
Sweetnam 
and Spartacus 
Reape 
winning at 
Hagen, 
Germany

 Fotodesign gr. Feldhaus
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How did you feel when you got the call-up?
It’s a dream come true for me. I have always had two 
main goals – to jump a double clear to win the Aga 
Khan, which happened for me at Dublin last year, and 
to become an Olympian. As a family, we are over the 
moon, we really don’t know how lucky we are. A lot of 
stars had to align for this to happen. To meet an owner 
and a friend like Lee Kruger, to find a horse like MHS 
Going Global and not have him sold, to find a way of 
travelling to shows in Europe, to have everything go so 
smoothly for us with the horse, it really is amazing.

Can you win a medal at Rio?
I have a horse who is in top form and is well capable 
of bringing home a medal for Ireland, which is what I 
am aiming for. Since his first Nations Cup appearance 
as an eight-year-old he has jumped for the Irish team 
eight times and we have been the best combination 
on the team on six of those eight occasions. He has 
jumped 21 rounds at 1.60m and been clear 15 times. 
We’ve been together since he was a five-year-old and 
have a very strong partnership at this stage.

callIreland’s 
Answering

Greg Broderick talks to Caitríona Murphy about his  
Rio call-up and taking home the Aga Khan trophy        
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What will it mean to ride an Irish-bred horse 
at the Olympics?
I think it will be a huge boost, not just for me, but for 
Ireland. We have the best shop window in MHS Going 
Global. He is a beautiful type to look at and rides like 
an equitation horse, very smooth and easy, which 
is what we want to sell in all our horses. Lots of top 
horses are not easy to ride but he is extremely rideable. 
And he’s got proper championship scope. He is quite 
a unique horse in that he ticks every box. Those types 
are very hard to find anywhere in the world and the 
fact that he has been bred and produced in Ireland is 
very important to all of us who produce horses to sell. 
He will bring more customers to Ireland for horses and 
that will benefit everyone.

What’s your earliest memory of the Dublin 
Horse Show?
My earliest memory of Dublin is actually not of show 
jumping but of hunt chasing. My dad was the chef 
d’equipe of the Golden Vale hunt chase team and they 
won it that year. There was great excitement. I was a 
late starter to the show jumping. I remember helping 
Shane Breen for his first Aga Khan when I was 19. I 
followed him from Simmonscourt to the main arena 
for the parade. The hair stood on my neck with the 
atmosphere and tension. From that point on, it was 
my dream to become part of the Aga Khan team. Little 
did I think I would be back there 10 years later to jump 
double clear in the Aga Khan and win on my first time 
being part of the team.

What was your first competitive experience 
there?
My first time riding in Dublin was in the Paul Behan 
equitation class when I was 18. I won with Ballypatrick 
Rebel and my good friend, the late Benny Kuehnle, 
was second that year. I couldn’t believe it because I 
certainly couldn’t ride like he could. Dublin, thank-
fully, has been incredibly lucky for me since.

How does it compare to other international 
shows?
Dublin is certainly up there with the best shows in the 
world but, as an Irish rider, the others just can’t com-
pare with it. I couldn’t imagine an atmosphere any 
better in the world for a rider, especially an Irish one.

What’s your favourite Dublin memory?
I’ve had some great wins in Dublin because I produce 
so many young horses. Winning all three young horse 
championships in 2014 was great. But nothing will 
ever compare to the feeling of jumping a double clear 

and winning the Aga Khan. I’ve been blessed to have 
such a great owner in Lee Kruger to keep my partner 
MHS Going Global for me to ride. I can assure any up-
and-coming young riders – it is the best feeling in the 
world and something they should aim for. Galloping 
around the main arena with the trophy held high is a 
memory never to be forgotten.

Did you take the Aga Khan trophy home with 
you?
I was lucky to get the trophy for a week to take home. I 
visited some of the local schools where I grew up and 
it was nice to share it with my friends and family as 

Greg Broderick 
and MHS Going 
Global in the 
Aga Khan  
Nations Cup 

ES Photography
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they are very supportive. I noticed that the older gen-
eration could remember so many stories about show 
jumping and the Aga Khan. Show jumpers in that era 
were household names and it seems that connection 
isn’t there now with the younger generation. I think 
it’s something we need to work on, to get more TV and 
media coverage back for our sport.

Do you have any lucky charms or pre-show 
rituals?
I’m not very superstitious to be honest. I just try to 
have the horses in good shape and be organised and 
what will be, will be.

Tell us about the Ballypatrick team for  
Dublin this year?
Dublin will be busy. I have five horses going and my 
stable rider Darragh Ryan will have six horses with 
him. He’s only 19 years old but comes from a  
great horsey family and he’s a real talent for the  
future. Ashleigh Skillen, who looks after Junior (MHS 
Going Global), has been with me for the past eight 
years and will be there as head groom, as well as her 
partner Matthew Calderwood, who manages my yard 
at home. I also have other members of the team who 
play a big part behind the scenes and other young rid-
ers I train riding there. J

Jennifer O’Sullivan

Greg Broderick, 
competing on 
MHS Going 
Global during 
the Furusiyya FEI  
Nations Cup at 
the 2015  
Discover Ireland 
Dublin Horse 
Show

it was my dream to become 
part of the Aga Khan team. 

Little did I think I would be 
back there 10 years later 

to jump double clear in 
the Aga Khan and win on my 

first time being part of  
the team

Seb Daly / SPORTSFILE

Greg Broderick and MHS Going Global at home in Ballypatrick, Co Tipperary
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MEMORY LANE

RDS Council 1868

It would prove expedient 
to offer prizes for jumping 

as such a course will 
add considerably to the 

attractions of the  
Horse Show

Michael Slavin looks at 
landmark events in the 

history of show jumping 
at the Dublin Horse Show

A
nd so it began in a wet July 1868 – the birth of inter-
national show jumping in Ireland in the courtyard of 
the RDS headquarters at the time, Leinster House on 
Kildare Street. The high leap, the stone wall, the wide 
water leap - so intense was the competition and so 
great the public interest in it that the spectacle had to 
be extended to an extra fourth day in order to find the 
first ever show jumping champion.

As described by The Irish Times: “The utmost enthusiasm 
prevailed and a huge crowd used platforms of every description 
as vantage points to see the struggle unfold.”

Eventually a sheep farmer called Richard Flynn from 
Strokestown, Co Roscommon, emerged the winner and took his 
share of the £55 prize fund on offer.

The first RDS Dublin Horse 
Show show jumping cham-
pions were Richard Flynn, 
a sheep farmer from Co 
Roscommon, and his horse 
Shaun Rhue, who competed 
at Leinster House in 1868

1870

It was reported that he sold his good “leaper” called Shaun 
Rhue for £1,000 to Thomas Connolly of Castletown House. 
Almost 100 years on, Thomas’ descendant Diana Connolly-
Carew was the Grand Prix Champion at the RDS Ballsbridge 
in 1966. Thus the new spectator sport of show jumping had its 
birthplace in the heart of Dublin through the initiative of the 
RDS. Over the years the sport has been regimented, refined, 
reformed, professionalised and yet has remained true to the 
original concept of showcasing the magnificent power of the 
horse when in the hands of the right rider.

The Ballsbridge course
Soon more space was needed for a continuous course of fences 
instead of the single one jumped each day in the Leinster 
House courtyard. By 1874 the crowds had swelled to 21,000 and 
the overall entry of horses for both jumping and showing had 
reached 636.

Through the good offices of Arthur Guinness, negotiations 
with Lord Pembroke led to the acquisition of 15 lovely acres 
along the Dodder in Ballsbridge. The show moved there in 1881 
and the first continuous course of just three fences was laid out. 
Some more acres were added for the 1884 show and this allowed 
for the construction of “The Permanent Ballsbridge Course” of 
six fences which was to remain all but unchanged for the next 
80 years. The new course was described to me back in 1984 by 

Down 
memory 

lane

RDS Archives
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The first jumping competitions at Ballsbridge took place in 1881

MEMORY LANE

1880 1890 1900

former committee member Jack Leonard. According to Leonard, 
who was born soon after the course was created, it began on the 
now-grandstand side with hedge and ditch, then a single bank 
and stone wall before a turn that led to a much-disliked gate 
and on to the double bank before and finishing over the water 
jump.

This became the template for horse shows that were spring-
ing up all around the country like Ballymena, Clonmel, Navan, 
Newry and eventually, in 1896, Balmoral.

At these events show jumping stars were born. There were 
T.D. Lambert and John Kernohan along with Nathaniel Morton 
of Knockanure, who over a period of 19 years is credited with 
winnings of £1,000 at the RDS on 44 different horses. Riding 
Little John, he and Sam Bailie, of Newtownards, on Meta battled 
each other in some memorable contests at the RDS. Bailie is 
reputed to have been Ireland’s first international show jumper, 
since he took his horse to compete in Holland around 1900.

Enter the ladies
According to Judge William Wylie’s memoir of show jumping 
at the RDS, there was a rule that lasted until 1918 which read: 
“No lady is allowed to ride in any show jumping competition.” 
But this rule did not apply to the many rural shows around the 
country and as a result women riders such as Binty Marshall of 
Mount Juliet took part.

During the first World War, when shows at the RDS were 

cancelled, events in aid of hospitals flourished elsewhere and at 
these the ladies became very proficient competitors. So much 
so that when the Horse Show resumed at Ballsbridge in 1919, a 
special class for female riders was included.

One year later, the jumping events at the 1920 show were 
open to both men and women. To their credit, the ladies won 
six out of the 10 on offer. Think of Iris Kellett, Diana Connolly-
Carew, Jessica Kürten, Marion Hughes and many more who 
have followed in their hoofprints.

Nations Cup competition begins
“The year 1926 was probably the most important year in the 
history of horse jumping in Ireland, for in that year the Interna-
tional Jumping Competitions were commenced.” – Judge Wylie.

In the most extraordinary of times and through the most im-
probable alliance between RDS Council member Judge William 
Wylie and President of the then-fledging Irish Free State, W.T. 
Cosgrave, Ireland’s entry into the world of international Nations 
Cup jumping came about. These two leaders were very much on 
opposite sides of the fighting during the 1916 Rising, Wylie as a 
member of the Officer Training Corps defending Trinity College, 
while, just two miles away, Cosgrave was Adjutant to Com-
mandant Eamonn Ceannt in the Dublin South Union at James’s 
Street. When W.T. was court marshalled at Richmond Barracks, 
Judge Wylie acted as Crown Prosecutor.

Although he did his job, he was not happy with the process 

RDS Archives
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MEMORY LANE

Crowds gather to 
watch riders (all 
military) on their 
lap of honour in 
the main arena 
circa 1930

The first ever Aga 
Khan presentation 
at the 1926 Dublin 
Horse Show, when 
Ireland finished 
second to the Swiss 
team

In April 1926, when they had 
neither a rider nor a horse to 
their name, they had entered 
an Army jumping team to take 

on the cream of Europe

in which men were condemned to death without the aid of 
a  defence. So even though Cosgrave was sentenced to death, 
Wylie made every effort to present mitigating evidence, which 
resulted in the judgement being changed to life in prison. 
Released in 1917, W.T. eventually became the first leader of the 
Irish Free State in 1922, his title at that time being President.

The Aga Khan Cup
In the autumn of 1925, Colonels Zeigler and Haccius were on a 
horse-buying mission to Ireland for the Swiss military. During 
a meeting with Judge Wylie at the Shelbourne Hotel, they sug-
gested that the number of remounts being bought out of Ireland 
could be greatly increased if the RDS was to include Nations 
Cup jumping at the Dublin Horse Show.

Since he was at that time fully in charge of the Show, it was 

1920 19301910

Binty Marshall of Mount Juliet jumping 
the stone wall side saddle at the 1920 
Dublin Horse Show

Wylie’s call. And since he knew that this meant the formation of 
an Irish Army jumping team, his first call was to President Wil-
liam Cosgrave, who answered with a resounding “Yes.”

The two former belligerents of just 10 years previously were 
now involved in the most peaceful of pursuits. Through contacts 
between Colonel Zeigler, Wylie and the Aga Khan, who was then 
living in Switzerland, the now famous Cup for Ireland’s team 
competition got its iconic name – the Aga Khan Trophy.

By the following April, the Army Equitation School was 
formed at what is now McKee Barracks. The situation was once 
described to me by one of the first recruits, the great Major Ged 
O’Dwyer: “We were racing and hunting men and we knew noth-
ing about show jumping. In April 1926, when they had neither a 
rider nor a horse to their name, they had entered an Army jump-
ing team to take on the cream of Europe.”

Another of the first recruits, Dan Corry from Galway, put it 
more succinctly, saying: “When we got to the barracks the only 
horses there were pulling carts in the yard.”

There had never been a more determined rider than Corry 
so he pitched in with a will. As for Ged O’Dwyer, he was the 
epitome of soldier horseman. After some months of intensive 
and somewhat disjointed training, these two men joined former 
Limerick jockey Cyril Harty on Ireland’s first international team 
for the inaugural Aga Khan Cup.

And what a dramatic moment that was! So great was the 
interest in the new competition that the outer doors of the RDS 

An improbable alliance 
between RDS Council 
member Judge William 
Wylie and President 
of the then-fledging 
Irish Free State, W.T. 
Cosgrave, led to the 
inaugural Aga Khan Na-
tions Cup in 1926

RDS Archives  RDS Archives/The Irish Times
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I can still distinctly remember the first post-war 
Horse Show of 1946. With our still-brown sawdust-

tasting sandwiches, a group of us Donnycarney 
lads stood watching the uniformed officers of 

France and Sweden line out against the Irish.

had to be closed one hour before it began to prevent any more 
people entering the already crowded grounds.

The Number 1 Army band also had its inaugural outing on 
that day and when they played A Nation Once Again and The 
Soldier’s Song, something very special had begun.

Seasoned jumping teams from Britain, Holland, France, 
Belgium and Switzerland lined out against the still-novice home 
side. After the first round Ireland trailed in fourth place behind 
the Swiss, French and Belgians but in the second round, both 
the Irish and British sides made dramatic recoveries. Both Cyril 
Harty on Cuchulainn and Ged O’Dwyer on his mount of only 
two weeks, Oisin, came back clear, while Dan Corry on Finghin 
knocked just a top stone out of the wall. Ireland climbed to a 
most creditable second place behind Switzerland and just ahead 
of Britain. W.T. Cosgrave and Judge Wylie were both on hand for 
the first presentation of the beautiful trophy that they had so 
much a part in creating.

Top of the world
The Irish team struggled after that to reach full international 
standard. But with the help of Russian horseman Colonel Paul 
Rodzianko, they did achieve huge success in the 1930s.

In fact during that decade, the men from McKee won just 
about every major Nations Cup on offer - London Olympia, 
Lucerne, Boston, Toronto, New York, Nice, Amsterdam, Aachen, 
Harrisburg. They were to create a record never since equalled 

by an Irish team when they won the Aga Khan Cup four years in 
a row, 1935-1938. During that fruitful period, when the exploits 
of the Army team made front page news, Ged O’Dwyer was the 
undisputed hero as he scored a host of wins both at home and 
abroad on the superb jumper, Limerick Lace.

In a poignant moment at the conclusion of the 1939 Cup, 
the Irish side of Ged on Limerick Lace, Dan Corry on Red Hugh 
and Fred Aherne on Duhallow stood second in the line behind 
the winning French side and ahead of the Germans. This was a 
peaceful sporting moment played out on our soil when the soon 
to be neutral Irish nation stood between two combatants who 
would, within weeks, be involved in a conflagration that would 
engulf the world.

I can still distinctly remember the first post-war Horse Show 
of 1946. With our still-brown sawdust-tasting sandwiches, a 
group of us Donnycarney lads stood watching the uniformed 
officers of France and Sweden line out against the Irish.

Our side of Comdt Dan Corry, Capt Jack Stack and Lt Col 
Jack Lewis went on to win this renewed Aga Khan on Antrim 
Glen, Tramore Bay and Clontibret. That Saturday we took to 
our hearts a new hero in the ebullient Capt. Mick Tubridy when 
he won the Grand Prix on Kilkenny. We jumped his horse over 
every hedge and wall on the way home.

Come the civilians
Change came to Nations Cup jumping after the war as civilian 

1940 1950 1960

The mixed Army 
and civilian Irish 
team of 1963 
consisted of, l to 
r, Tommy Wade 
(Dundrum) Diana 
Connolly-Carew, 
Seamus Hayes and 
Capt Billy Ringrose

 RDS Archives/The Irish Times  RDS Archives/The Irish Times
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Eddie Macken 
on the great 
Boomerang

Capt Con Power 
tackles the water in 
Dublin with Rock-
barton in 1979

riders took their place on the previously all-military teams of 
Europe and America. But before I get to that, I should mention 
the last USA Army team, which won the Aga Khan of 1948.

On that side, Col C. A. Smyrosky rode a horse called Nipper 
who had jumped for France before the war under the name 
Honduras. 

The horse was captured by the Germans and recaptured by 
the Americans and graced our Irish arena on the winning US 
side of 1948 - a lovely story of sport over war.

During the post-war years, the Army team was up against 
the new civilian squads that were growing ever more powerful. 
By the early 1960s, when Irish civilian riders like Seamus Hayes, 
Leslie Fitzpatrick, Brian McNicholl, Tommy Brennan, Tommy 
Wade and Diana Connolly-Carew had come to the fore, there 
were calls for Ireland to also field Army/civilian sides.

“People power put us on the Aga Khan team,” said Tipper-
ary star Tommy Wade, who rode the great Dundrum on the 
first combined Irish side of 1963, along with Col Billy Ringrose, 
Seamus Hayes and Diana Connolly-Carew. What a moment that 
was! Certainly on a par with the first Aga Khan back in 1926. Ex-
pectations were high that Ireland could again be victorious after 
a drought of 14 years and the attendance for that year’s event 
was up by 10,000.

All four riders played their part. Billy on Loch An Easpaig, 
Diana on Barrymore and Seamus on Goodbye all delivered one 
clear over the two rounds. But in the end it all came down to last 
to go, Tommy Wade on Dundum.

1980 19901970

The Irish team who 
famously won the 
Aga Khan three 
years in row, l to 
r, Paul Darragh on 
Heather Honey, 
Capt Con Power on 
Coolronan, James 
Kernan on Condy 
and Eddie Macken 
on Boomerang

Between 1975 and 1979 
they came first or 

second in almost 50 
major international 

events

They had gone clear the first time out but they needed to do 
it all again if Ireland was to fulfil its promise. As if Cashel angels 
were lifting them over the 12 fences, they cleared the final wall 
to a massive roar from the appreciative crowd.

Capt Ned Campion joined Seamus, Tommy and Bill for an-
other combined team win in 1967.

The three in a row 
Iris Kellett had been a shining star on the Irish show jumping 
scene ever since winning the 1948 Dublin Grand Prix and the 
Queen’s Cup of 1949 and 1951 on Rusty. In 1969, she crowned 
her brilliant career when taking the European Ladies Champi-
onship at the RDS on Morning Light.

Soon after, she retired and passed not only the star baton but 
also her team of horses to a young rider of amazing ability from 
Granard, named Eddie Macken.

Having blazed a winning trail on the home front over the 

I said Gerry had bucketed over 
the second last fence which 

cost him a medal. Some people 
thought I had used the F-word

RDS Archives

RDS Archives

RDS Archives
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Capt John Led-
ingham and Kilbaha 
with the Aga Khan 
trophy in 1995

next four years, he emerged into the international spotlight 
when seemingly coming from nowhere to place a close second 
in the 1974 World Championship at Hickstead.

A few days previous, in answer to the question “What are you 
lads doing here?” Ned Campion had answered: “We came to win 
the championship.” And so it was!

Keen to fully grasp the nettle of international participation, 
Eddie joined Paul Schockemohle’s team in Germany and this 
led to one of the most dynamic combinations in the history of 
Irish show jumping – Eddie Macken and Boomerang.

Between 1975 and 1979 they came first or second in almost 
50 major international events. I once asked him how he did it 
and he answered: “It just happens.”

He often grumbled about his two second-place finishes in 
the Dublin Grand Prix but he made up for some of those blues 
when winning here on Schalkaar in 1996.

Eddie was joined by three other iconic stars of the 70s, Paul 
Darragh, Capt Con Power and James Kernan, to score a never 
to be forgotten three in a row Aga Khan wins in 1977, 1978 and 
1979.

Con once recalled: “I will never forget looking through the 
pocket fence during one of our two jump-offs and seeing Paul 
Schockemohle drop a fence for us to win.”

On those teams the ever-dependable Paul Darragh rode 
Heather Honey and James Kernan had Condy. Shirley Kernan 
saved this beautiful jumper from export for her brother to ride.

Con demonstrated his superb horsemanship by riding three 

different Army mounts, Coolronan, Castle Park and the great 
Rockbarton.Comdt Gerry Mullins took up the ride on Rock-
barton and together they made the final four in the 1982 World 
Championships at Dublin.

I remember during the RTE Radio commentary on that final 
I said Gerry had bucketed over the second last fence which cost 
him a medal. Some people thought I had used the F-word.

Gerry and Rockbarton came fourth on that occasion but 
went on to win the Grand Prix at the RDS in 1986. Paul Darragh 
took it in 1987 on Trigger.

Those are some of the memories from the first 120 years of 
Irish show jumping.

 Over the past 30 seasons other riders have created the news 
that will be the memories of time to come.

Since Paul’s 1987 win, others have raised the Ballsbridge roar 
on Grand Prix day – like Cameron Hanley, Jessica Kürten, Capt 
Gerry Flynn on the lovely Irish mare Mo Chroi, Cian O’Connor 
and, most recently, our new young star Bertram Allen on Molly 
Malone V.

Also in that time we have had a phalanx of other riders help 
in the winning of Aga Khan Cups - Jack Doyle, George Stew-
art, Comdt John Ledingham, Trevor Coyle, world champion 
Dermott Lennon, Billy Twomey, Peter Charles, Marion Hughes, 
Clem McMahon, Conor Swail, Darragh Kerins, Richie Moloney, 
Greg Broderick, Darragh Kenny…the list goes on and the mo-
ments grow.

 But it is for another time to record those memories. J

2000 2010

Trevor Coyle and the late Cruising during the Aga Khan Nations 
Cup at Dublin in 1999

The 2015 winning Irish Aga Khan team (l-r) Greg Broderick, 
Darragh Kenny, Robert Splaine (team manager), Bertram Allen 
and Cian O’Connor

Exhibition
The exhibition Aga Khan 90 years  
of the Dublin Horse Show runs at  

the RDS from July 15th to September 
2nd, 2016. Admission is free, except  

during the Dublin Horse Show  
where general show admission  

applies, and the exhibition is  
open to the public.

RDS Archives

David Maher/SPORTSFILE ES Photography
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I’ve been very lucky. I have had great people around 
me who have opened doors for me and things have 
fallen into place at the right time. I didn’t plan for this 
to happen, it just snowballed.”

The man behind one of Europe’s most success-
ful show jumping competition and dealing yards is 
a quiet, unassuming and personable red head from 
Athenry, Co Galway.

Just turned 30, Enda Carroll is at the helm of a 
multi-million euro business in Belgium and spends up 
to six days a week criss-crossing the world in search of 
the next horse to buy and sell. His diary dates include 
shows in California, Miami, Aachen, Lummen and 
England, as well as Spain, Portugal, Norway and Italy.

Few, if any, around him could have predicted Car-
roll’s future success when he “graduated” from school 
aged just 13.

Clockwise  
from top:  
Enda Carroll,  
Marlon Zanotelli 
and Angelica  
Augustsson

The

TEAM
Enda Carroll, the Galway  

man behind top show jumping  
yard Ashford Farm, speaks to  

Caitríona Murphy 
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“I’m probably not the best advertisement for edu-
cation,” he says wryly. “I sort of wandered out of my 
first year at secondary school. At that time you were 
supposed to be 16 to leave school but I had a good 
relationship with the principal and he realised that I 
was not cut out for schooling.”

But far from lounging around at home, Carroll im-
mediately set out to find a job as a groom and he was 
quickly installed at Cian O’Connor’s base in Copper 
Alley, Maynooth.

He credits O’Connor with giving him “the best pos-
sible foundation” he could have received in how to run 
an equestrian business.

“With Cian everything had to be 200% perfect. 
You had the basic rules drilled into you in, everything 
from time-keeping to managing horses and riders. We 
started at 7am and for Cian, five to seven was on time, 
seven o’clock was late. I’m extremely grateful to Cian 
for teaching me skills to last for a lifetime. One of those 
was how to make a plan and work towards your goal.”

At that time, O’Connor had jumped on a number 
of Nations Cup teams and famously had his lorry em-
blazoned with the slogan ‘Working towards Olympics 
2004’.

“He took some flak for that but I just thought it was 
fantastic to see him set out his target and really go for 
it,” recalls Carroll.

F
iercely ambitious in his own right, the Galway 
man set his sights on Europe after less than 
12 months at O’Connor’s. His next move was 
Niall Talbot’s Swiss yard, after meeting the 
rider on the Sunshine Tour in Spain.

“I wanted to keep going, keep learning,” he 
explains. “Niall’s was a more personal experi-
ence than Cian’s, there was more of a family 

atmosphere in the yard and I was riding a bit more, as 
well as grooming.”

Following his time in Switzerland, Carroll returned 
to Ireland for a riding job with veterinary surgeon and 
stud owner Tom Meagher of Kedrah House Stud.

“I had developed a great friendship with Francis 
Connors and Fra was instrumental in getting me this 
job with Tom,” says Carroll, who was by then 16.

“It was my first and only time to be fired,” laughs 
Carroll. “My job was to jump youngsters by Tom’s stal-
lions to show them off to their best. After a few weeks 
I got called into Tom’s office and got fired. I just didn’t 
have enough experience to do it. Tom and I have joked 
about it a few times since.”

Carroll then moved between a few different jobs 
to gain experience before securing his second major - 
and more successful - riding job with the British-based 
Irish Nations Cup rider Dave Quigley in Shropshire, 
England.

Carroll spent two years with Quigley, learning his 
trade as a show rider while also helping to produce 

youngsters for sale. Riding Quigley’s Mr Taylor, he won 
the five-year-old championship at the Dublin Horse 
Show in 2005.

“I had a great time there but I was always running 
before I could walk so I decided I wanted to spend 
several months in serious training with a top rider in 
Germany. The German plan didn’t happen but I did go 
to a top rider, travelling out to America for a three-
month training period with Beezie Madden.”

A keen student, Carroll’s working pupil stint with 
Beezie was extended by a further three months when 
she asked him if he would like to stay on with her for 
the 12-week Winter Equestrian Festival (WEF) the fol-
lowing spring.

Beezie and her husband John took their young 
Irish rider under their wing, teaching him not only 
how to ride and produce for the market, but also how 
to develop and nurture business relationships.

John Madden was heavily involved in the United 
States Equestrian Federation (USEF) and in 1998 co-
founded and operated the five-star show at San Juan 
Capistrano.

During Carroll’s stint with the Maddens, John was 
planning a World Cup qualifier show and brought his 
student along for the ride.

“He really treated me like a son – you could not buy 
the all-round education he gave me. From morning 
until 2pm I would work with Beezie in the barn and 
then I would head in to the office with John, where I 

I would go for chemo between 
8am and 12, then go home to the 
stables to manage the horses. 
I had eight horses and a lot of 

bills to pay. It actually helped 
me, I think, because I had no time 

to think about the cancer

80%
of Ashford’s 
horses are sold 
to America

Peter Van Den Bulck

046-051_Ashford.indd   48 18/06/2016   12:44:51



 HORSE SHOW 49

ASHFORD FARM

could watch and learn how to deal with owners, spon-
sors and show organisers.”

“My time with the Maddens was as important 
as my time at Cian’s. The training they gave me was 
incredible,” he recalls. “They taught me everything 
they could about the business of show jumping and I 
developed contacts in America that I still have today. 
About 80% of my business now is with US clients.”

Returning from America that spring, Carroll set 
up on his own, renting stables in London and riding 
horses for Mandy Hall, among others.

It was Hall who provided his mount, Cassino, for 
the 2006 young rider European Championships in 
Athens that year and the horses to compete on the 
Spanish Sunshine Tour.

“I was trying to run my own business as well as ride 
horses for owners and it was quite hard to sell horses, 
so it was a difficult enough time financially for me in 
Spain,” he recalls. “When I met a Belgian family, Pascal 
and Vincent Brichard, who offered me a very good job 
riding and competing their horses at international 
shows, I closed down my business in England and 
went to Belgium.”

Carroll jumped Panoramix Amaire, owned by the 
Brichards, at his second European Championships 
at Auvers, France, in 2007 but when he turned 22 and 
graduated from the young rider ranks, he began to 
reassess his long term plans.

“I saw how difficult it was for young riders all 

around me to make it in the senior ranks,” he recalls. 
“And I was realistic about my own capabilities. I was a 
fine jockey but I was not naturally a very good rider – I 
had to work very hard at it. At that time it was becom-
ing a bit easier to sell horses so I began to concentrate 
more on the dealing business.”

Carroll once again set up on his own, buying three 
promising horses and moving to Trevor Coyle’s base in 
Brussels.

“I lost money on the first two but the third made 
me money so I bought some more and sold those. I 
had a very good six months when I started,” he recalls. 
“So I decided to bring a few horses over to Florida. 
They sold, so I returned to Trevor’s for a month and 
put together another six very nice horses.

“I could have brought more but I wanted to bring 
over the best that I could afford. This time I went to 
New York and sold them all. I went back to Europe 
again in October and put together another bunch of 
eight horses.”

Armed with those eight, Carroll returned to the 
Winter Equestrian Festival ready to maximise his 
profit.

However he soon faced an altogether more serious 
challenge.

“I was diagnosed with testicular cancer, which 
had spread into my lymph nodes,” says Carroll. “I had 
ignored things for too long I suppose. But I was very 
lucky – I met some great people along the way and I 

Clockwise  
from Top left:  
Marlon Zanotelli 
on Rock’N Roll  
Semilly, Enda  
Carroll, and inside 
the stables at 
Ashford Farm

St
ef

an
o 

G
ra

ss
o/

G
C

L

Peter Van Den Bulck Peter Van Den Bulck

046-051_Ashford.indd   49 18/06/2016   12:45:06



50 HORSE SHOW

ASHFORD FARM

was transferred to the best hospital in the US for treat-
ment.”

Luck is something the modest Carroll attributes 
many of his greatest life and career successes to.

The Galway man underwent two surgeries and 
“one hard round of chemotherapy.”

Amazingly, he continued to run his business 
throughout his fight with cancer.

“I would go for chemo between 8am and 12, then 
go home to the stables to manage the horses,” he 
says. “I had eight horses and a lot of bills to pay. It 
actually helped me, I think, because I had no time to 
think about the cancer. I both wanted and financially 
needed to keep the stables going.”

Carroll sold all bar one of the eight horses and the 
last – Calvin K – was sold a year later.

B
ought by the Porter family and Sleepy P 
Ranch for Wilton Porter, the grey was re-
named Patriot and has been instrumental 
in the success of both Wilton and younger 
brother Lucas on the American circuit.

“That was my first big deal,” says Carroll, 
who is coy about the “quite expensive” horse.

Having survived cancer and built up 
an enormous network of contacts in the US, Carroll 
returned once again to Europe.

“I felt I had done my chapter in America and, with 
all my contacts, I could return to Europe to supply 
horses to my clients,” he explains.

With American riders at all levels keen to be ‘on 
trend’ by importing horses from Europe, Carroll was 
in a prime position to service a lucrative and growing 
segment of the international show jumping market. 
Ashford Farm was conceived as a business in the US 
and became a physical location in Belgium when 
Carroll rented near to Waterloo in 2012 but two years 
later, he purchased a 20-acre property in Bocholt, Bel-
gium. In the short few years since Ashford Farm was 
set up, Carroll has become the go-to man for some of 
the top names in the show jumping world.

He has sold horses to Olympians Penelope Lep-
revost (Nice Stephanie), Michael Whitaker (Cassan-
dra) and Markus and Meredith Michaels-Beerbaum 
(Comanche), Irish star Bertram Allen (Barnike) and 
American legend Margie Goldstein Engle. Top riders 
Rodrigo Pessoa, Ben Maher, Kevin Staut and Giulia 
Martinengo Marquet are also satisfied customers of 
Ashford Farm.

The immaculately manicured Ashford Farm is a 
showpiece property which has also grown in size.

“We’ve bought a few pieces of adjoining land since 

then and we just bought the adjoining property too, a 
former pig farm, which brings the entire property to 
about 50 acres.”

Plans are underway for a new gallop, a veterinary 
clinic, covered walker, eight apartments and a 20m x 
60m penned barn for youngstock on the new land.

“I am always ambitious, I want to keep moving 
forward,” says Carroll. 

“Four years ago we sold more than 160 horses at 
Ashford Farm but that has dropped every year since 
then to around 100 horses now. I want to concentrate 
on quality, not quantity,” he says. “That was some-
thing I also learned at Cian’s – quality is the most 

Enda  
Carroll 

on ...

Dublin Horse Show
“We’ve been extremely lucky and very grateful that 
Marlon has been invited to compete at Dublin for the 
last four years. Last year he placed in the Grand Prix 
and won the seven and eight-year-old class with Eis 
Isaura.

We go to lots of show that are very commercial 
and Dublin is one of the few that has stayed very 
traditional, with the old men running the rings in 
their bowler hats. It’s got a charm that other shows 
have lost. Marlon rates Dublin as one of his top two 
or three shows in the world. The show itself, the 
grounds, it’s all outstanding.”

his family support
“I have fantastic parents and myself, my brother 
and sister always worked for our pocket money, they 
instilled a great work ethic in us all.

Mum and Dad (Marian and Barney) come out here 
quite a bit, more so now that they are semi-retired, 
and sometimes even when I’m away. My brother 
Barney is a Garda in Wicklow and my sister Elaine 
runs the Ashford Farm office from at home in Galway, 
travelling out to us for three days every month.”

Ashford Farm 
now extends to 
50 acres
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important. That’s why I took six horses instead of 15 to 
the US, I wanted to have six of the best horses I could 
find.”

Lest anyone think horse dealing is an easy busi-
ness, Carroll is quick to point out the competitive 
nature of the trade.

“In the past four years, horse dealing has become 
incredibly professional. About 30% of dealers have 
died or faded away and those that remain are doing it 
in such a professional manner that unless you are do-
ing it at a very high level, you will not succeed. I would 
rather stop than not do it to a high standard.”

Attention to detail and after-sales service are two 

of Ashford Farm’s key tenets and Carroll ensures that 
every client who buys a horse from him is 100% happy 
with their horse by keeping in touch and answering 
every query, no matter how small.

“You are selling a very high end product and you 
must be available to your customer 24/7, no matter 
what,” he says.

Some 80% of his horses are sold to America, with 
the bulk of the rest sold within Europe, and Carroll has 
gradually changed from a high volume, quick turnover 
model to a longer term strategy in which Ashford Farm 
produces and develops their own young horses up 
through the ranks.

Central to this are his stable riders, Brazilian 
Marlon Modolo Zanotelli, his Swedish wife Angelica 
Augusston and Stefani Van Den Brink from the 
Netherlands, who joined the Ashford team in January. 
Belgian rider Pieter Clemens moved from Ashford last 
November to ride for Jos Lansink.

Z
anotelli is hoping to secure a place at this 
summer’s Olympics in his home town of Rio 
de Janeiro, riding Haras De Semilly’s Rock ‘N 
Roll Semilly. Carroll is quietly excited about 
the prospect.“From a business point of view, 
it is no harm to be seen at that level. But 
personally, it is huge, both for me in the horse 
industry and for Marlon as a rider, particularly 

when it is Brazil, his home country. We have been 
working towards this and we have planned and sacri-
ficed a lot to make it happen.

 “If we get our qualification, please god, Dublin will 
be our last show before going home for a week and 
then Marlon will leave for the first training camp in 
Brazil.”

Looking further into the future, Carroll has begun 
to expand the breeding operation at Ashford Farm.

“It’s very easy to multiply in horses!” he laughs. 
“This year we have seven mares with their own natural 
foals and then we have four embryo transfer foals with 
surrogate mares.

“Next year we plan to have around 20 foals. They 
will come from the existing broodmares, some embryo 
transfers from our good young jumping mares and we 
will also buy three or four foals.

“Good horses are becoming more and more dif-
ficult to find because everyone is looking for them, so 
hopefully we can breed some good ones from our best 
mares.”

And with that, he is gone – planning for the next 
show, the next purchase, the next sale and the next 
‘big one’. J

the team at Ashford Farm
“My whole team is outstanding, everyone from the 
gardener/landscaper to the riders and grooms. We 
have 20+ people working here and we are all extreme-
ly close, we are all pulling for each other.

It’s not a big industrial stable and without my 
employees, none of this would be possible. Our new-
est arrival Melissa (daughter of Marlon and Angelica, 
born in February), is a delight. It is so nice for every-
one in the yard to have her about the place.”   

Francis Connors
“He is just a great producer of young horses - he does 
an outstanding job with them. In 2015, we won a 
silver medal in the six-year-olds at Lanaken with a 
horse (Ellavar X) who came from Fra. Marlon only 
jumped one show with her before bringing her to the 
world championships, he was so happy with how she 
went. The ability Fra has with horses is incredible.”
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SIDE SADDLE

D
OWNTON Abbey and social media may be 
poles apart but they are major drivers of the 
side saddle renaissance of recent years. Nos-
talgia and modern technology were seized 
upon by some charismatic Irish women who 
took it upon themselves to bring side saddle 
riding to the masses.

Leading the charge was Susan Oakes, a 
horse lover from County Meath with a penchant for 
daredevil tricks while riding sideways. Beside her were 
friends and side saddle enthusiasts Ciara O’Connell 
and Kalindi Lawrence.

The trio joined forces with the Side Saddle Associa-
tion of Ireland to successfully revive and revitalise an  
equestrian discipline that was first depicted in Greek 
and Celtic art.

Dublin Horse Show was always a showcase for the 
traditional classes, with Thursday originally being 
called ‘ladies day’ because that was when the ladies 
hunter classes, ridden side saddle, took place.

However, with few new riders taking up the show 
ring discipline, by 2012 the art of side saddle riding 
was at risk of falling into serious decline.

Enter Oakes, O’Connell, Lawrence and friends.
At the RDS that year, Oakes attempted to break the 

world side saddle jumping record over the Puissance 
wall. The public sat up and took notice and calls of 

Susan Oakes and 
her niece Zara at 
the Ballymacads’ 
lawn meet at 
Ballinlough  
Castle,  
Co Meath  

ironia-art.com

From  
Downton 
to Dublin

Lorna Keogh looks at the women behind  
the revival of a centuries-old art

THE SIDE SADDLE RENAISSANCE
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interest flooded into the Irish association.
That same year, Oakes organised a side saddle 

hunt at Ballinlough Castle, while O’Connell and 
Lawrence teamed up with the Laois Hunt to promote 
side saddle hunting. Hacks and ‘have a go’ days at 
beautiful country houses attracted lady riders from 
hunting, show jumping and dressage and converted 
them to side saddle.

The appeal was not confined to Ireland though - 
the Meath hunt organised by Oakes attracted guests 
from Sweden, Britain and even America.

Among the 40 riders who set off across the Irish 
countryside was one Lady Martha Sitwell, who rode 

side saddle for a hunting scene in Downton Abbey. 
The English model and former face of Royal Ascot later 
rode across Mongolia side saddle to raise money for  
mental health charity Mind.

Setback
The fledgling side saddle revival suffered somewhat 
of a setback in 2013 when the RDS decided to remove 
all side saddle classes from the show schedule, due to 
what it felt was a lowering of standards. Determined to 
persevere, Oakes and the SSAI organised a display that 
grabbed the attention of spectators and showed side 
saddle as it had never been seen before.

Lady Martha  
Sitwell, who 
rode side saddle 
for a hunting 
scene in the 
period drama 
Downton  
Abbey, is one of 
the many ladies 
who have taken 
side saddle  
riding beyond 
the show ring

ironia-art.com
ironia-art.com

EquusPix
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The group of top class riders featured at Dublin 
included showing champion Jennifer Torrance and 
fearless Tipperary hunting enthusiast Jonah Wragg, 
who taught herself to ride side saddle as a child on 
her mother’s mule. She went on to contest a point-to-
point at Penshurst in England side saddle, much to the 
consternation of racing officials. They were joined by 
dressage riders Amie Garrigan and Hanna Bjoremark 
riding a dressage display.

The climax of the exhibition was Oakes clearing a 
huge triple bar with her grey stallion SIEC Atlas, with 
whom she later realised her dream of breaking the 
world side saddle jumping record.

The existing record dated back to the 1915 Sydney 
Royal Show, when Mrs Esther Stace cleared 6ft 6in. 
Oakes and her stallion jumped 6ft 8in at the National 
Horse Sport Arena in Abbottstown, Dublin, to set a 
new world record and attract global media attention.

Intense competition
Now firmly back at the heart of Dublin Horse Show 
and sponsored by Swiss chocolatier Lindt, competi-
tion for places in the RDS side saddle class is intense. 

Dublin side saddle winners have included Cheryl 
Power and her hunter Whitfield Jack of Hearts and top 
show rider and producer Rosemary Connors.

The climax of the 
display was Oakes 

clearing huge triple 
bar with her grey 

stallion SIEC Atlas, 
with whom she later 

realised her dream 
of breaking the 

world side saddle 
jumping record

Esme Mansergh Wallace in period costume for the RDS 
side saddle display

British visitor Trish Daly and her hireling Miller were some of the many  
international visitors to Ireland for side saddle hunting

 Lindt

Jodie Moran, 
Niamh Drea  
and Helena 
Hennessy at the 
Ballymacad side 
saddle meet 
at Ballinlough 
Castle

ironia-art.com
ironia-art.com
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Side saddle competitions also take place through-
out Ireland with top riders such as sisters Suzanne and 
Lyndsey O’Brien, Esme Mansergh Wallace, Alicia Dev-
lin Byrne, Maeve Carty, Amory McMahon and Laura 
DeHyde competing weekly at county shows during the 
summer. There is even a show completely dedicated to 
side saddle classes scheduled to take place at Stradbal-
ly Hall, Co Laois this July.

However the side saddle resurgence has spread 
far beyond the show ring, because the famous Meath 
hunting weekend sparked a huge resurgence in hunt-
ing aside. The Tara Harriers and Ballymacad Harriers 
subsequently incorporated side saddle meets with 
their hunt balls to attract riders from Ireland and 
abroad.

US rider Devon Zebrovious recently travelled all 
the way from Virginia to take part in one of these 
hunts, while Irish rider Amory McMahon packed up 
her side saddle and headed in the opposite direction 
to hunt with Zebrovious stateside.

Limerick-based enthusiast Jodie Moran also         
organised two hugely successful meets with the Stone-
hall Harriers in the last two years.

Side saddle has become a familiar sight in the Irish 
hunting field but now the ladies are seeking even more 
adrenalin in their exploits. The inaugural Kildare Hunt 
performance hunter show featured a side saddle class 
over a track that included wire, hedges, wide drains 
and ditches and was won with aplomb by Galway rider 
Amory McMahon.

Another Galwegian flying the flag for ladies aside is 
Grace Maxwell Murphy, who this year won the Marjory 
Kennedy trophy, awarded to the lady who hunts the 
most side saddle in one season.

W
hile the glamour and romance of Down-
ton Abbey brought side saddle riding 
back to our TV screens, social media has 
had a huge influence on the global side 
saddle movement. Side saddle groups 
have sprung up all over Facebook, with 
ladies from across the world connecting 
online to offer each other help, advice 

and support. One Facebook group alone has over 
3,000 members worldwide.

These groups have generated friendships and been 
the cause of many a transatlantic flight.

Carlow rider Ciara O’Connell has provided a base 
and home away from home for globe-trotting riders. 
She and her family have played host to Gabriella 
Hirsprung, a side saddle rider and riding instructor 
from Israel, and to Charlotta Agardh-Orsmark, a side 
saddle enthusiast and show jumper from Sweden.

Susan Oakes has continued her mission to conquer 
the world side saddle. Winner of the first Dianas of the 
Chase side saddle steeplechase in Leicester, England, 
three years ago, she has once again turned her atten-
tion to racing.

She recently travelled to America to take part in 
three side saddle races, winning all three. Victory 
in the Mrs Miles B. Valentine memorial Side Saddle 
Point-to-Point in Unionville, Pennsylvania was fol-
lowed by first place in the Mrs George Everhart Me-
morial Invitational in Virginia and a win in the High 
Hopes Side Saddle Race in Kentucky in May.

Having sparked the interest of women in Ireland in 
side saddle, Oakes continues to inspire new genera-
tions of riders, not just in this country, but all over the 
world. 

Side saddle dress code 
Over the years, a variety of different forms of the side saddle habit have 
been worn and while some elements of the style of habit have changed, the 
strict dress code remains for the show ring. As Emily Post, the American 
etiquette expert, wrote in 1922: “No matter what the fashion happens to 
be, it is like a uniform, in that it must be made from and worn according to 
regulations.”Here are just some of the ‘do’s and don’ts’ when it comes to 
riding side saddle:

1. Ladies may NOT wear earrings
2. The last button on the waistcoat should ALWAYS be undone
3. Black gloves should NEVER be worn – unless in mourning
4. There should be an odd number of plaits on the mane
5. Hoof oil should ALWAYS be used
6. The cane should be brown leather NEVER black
7. The veil attached to the hat should ALWAYS be black
8. The hair bun should sit touching the bottom of the hat
9. A spur should ALWAYS be worn
10. Long polished black boots should ALWAYS be worn
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Sarah Conway and OLS Flying Vision out with the Kilkenny Foxhounds
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RIDER PROFILE

A DAY IN THE LIFE

Cian O’Connor

The most important thing I do 
every evening is FaceTime my son 

Ben and enjoy his relaxed view

I 
DON’T need much sleep and I am usually up 
before 6am each morning and in the yard by 8am. 
My day begins with checking emails as I have 
North American clients and, with the time differ-
ence, a lot of emails arrive during the night. I try 
to watch some videos of potential horses also as I 
am always on the lookout for the next superstar.

My first task is to make sure all is okay with 
my family as I do a lot of travelling and they are not 
always with me when I travel to shows in Europe 
and America. Then it’s on to my horses and staff and 
making sure that everyone has checked all our horses. 
I like to check the horses myself too. Good Luck, 
of course, is the priority as he is the stable star but 
equally all our horses and the clients’ horses are very 
important.

During the day I am often on the phone to Michael 
[Kelly] and Ross [Mulholland] as they are the two guys 
who make sure Karlswood runs smoothly. Michael 
oversees the clients’ barn, where we have 14 horses 
stabled, while Ross is responsible for my barn of 12 
horses. 

All grooms and riders report directly to the boys 
about any issues and generally they solve them but if 
they need to, they will then bring the issue to me.

Each morning I go and say hello to all 15 staff and 
see that they are ready for the day ahead. It’s incred-
ible how you can tell from a simple “good morning” if 
somebody is concerned about anything. I would also 
spend time organising upcoming shows for myself and 
my clients. My phone is one of my most important 
pieces of equipment as I spend a lot of time each day 
speaking to owners and clients and researching poten-
tial horses that I’m interested in.

Lunch is an important part of the day as it gives me 

ABOVE: Cian 
O’Connor taking 
some time with 
his son, Ben

BELOW: Team 
Karlswood: Lillie 
Keenan, Laura 
Chapot, Ross 
Mulholland, 
Emily Short, 
Cian O’Connor, 
Michael Kelly 
and Abdel Said  

Noelle Floyd

time to organise the afternoon’s 
work and also return calls that I 
might have missed while riding. I 
would generally have some soup 
if it’s available, and if not I enjoy 
pasta.

My favourite part of any day is 
exercising my horses and helping 
my clients, because this is also the 
most important business of the 
day. I believe flatwork is extremely 
important for all of my horses and, 
to quote a truly great Irish sport-
ing legend Roy Keane, if you fail to 
prepare, you must prepare to fail.

Before I leave the yard, I make 
a plan for the next day and allocate 
various jobs to different individu-
als. I also check with Michael and 
Ross that there are no outstanding 
issues with any of the horses or 
staff at the end of the day. Then it’s 
back to emails and videos of horses 
and trying to locate the next Good 
Luck.

The most important thing I do 
every evening is FaceTime with my 
son Ben and enjoy his relaxed view 
of life. This time makes me realise 
that all the hard work is worth it to 
have him in my life. J
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The Olympian describes a typical  
day at his Karlswood Stables base
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Cian O’Connor and 
Good Luck jumped a 
clear round to help 
Ireland to fifth place in 
the Furusiyya Nations 
Cup final in Barcelona
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HISTORY
Longines’ passion for equestrian sport dates 
back to 1878, when the brand produced a 
chronograph engraved with a jockey and his 
mount. Seen on the racetracks as early as 1881 
and extremely popular among jockeys and 
horse-lovers, this model enabled its user to time 
performances to the seconds. It was already 
being used by most sport judges in New York in 
1886. In addition, the company had partnered 
for the first time with an international show 
jumping competition by 1912. Today, along with 
show jumping, Longines is an active partner in 
flat racing and endurance competitions.

BUCKLE
Available in four sizes, these new steel models house a quartz movement. The polished black-
lacquered, white mother-of-pearl and silver-coloured checkerboard pattern dials are all decorated 
with diamond indexes, while the silver-coloured “fl inqué” dial is decorated with blue Roman numerals 
and the matte white dial isA adorned with black Arabic numerals. The elegance of these timepieces 
is sometimes elevated by a ribbon of diamonds that enhances the harmonious curves of the case. 
These models are fi tted with steel bracelets or leather straps; the latter stitched to match the outfi ts 
of female riders. With the Longines Equestrian Collection, Longines offers a genuine allegory of the 
equestrian world in tribute to the deep bonds the brand has forged with it.

ARCHES
The models evoking the arch are available in four sizes – 23 mm, 26 mm and 30 mm and 34 mm – while 
watches drawing their inspiration from the stirrup come in three sizes, 23.50 mm, 26.50 mm and 30 
mm. Their steel cases house a quartz movement and each of these watches also comes in a diamond-
set version. The polished black lacquer and mother-of-pearl dials are adorned with diamond indexes, 
while the silver-coloured fl inqué dial features Roman numerals and the silver-coloured sunburst dial 
Arabic numerals. The stirrup-shaped model with a mother-of-pearl dial is also available in an even 
more dazzling version, decorated with a double row of diamonds. All the watches in this collection 
are fi tted with overstitched leather straps matching the rider outfi t.

BUCKLEARCHES

NEW MODELS

www.longines.com
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The Irish Sport Horse 
continues to shine 
on the world stage 

in show jumping

S
o you are thinking of buy-
ing an Irish horse or pony? 
Congratulations! You are 
one of thousands of peo-
ple each year who choose 
the world-renowned Irish 
horse to suit their needs, 
be it for top level competi-

tion, leisure or as an investment.
Ireland is known as ‘The Land 

of the Horse’ and Irish horses and 
ponies have for generations proved 
to be among the best in the world. 
Their longevity is legendary, with-
standing the test of time due to the 
natural limestone land and lush 
green pastures which provide an 
unparalleled breeding ground.

Irish people have an unrivalled 
affi nity with the horse – ‘it is in our 
blood.’ Invaluable knowledge has 
been passed down for generations 
resulting in an unquestioned level 
of horsemanship. A horse bred and 
produced in Ireland is unique in 

Irish Horse Gateway
Your key to finding the very best Irish Horse

Irish Horse

every way. Ireland’s natural land-
scape has proved the perfect base 
to breed and produce event horses 
and it comes as no surprise that 
the Irish Sport Horse continues to 
top the studbook rankings.

In fact, since the World Breed-
ing Federation Sport Horse Rank-
ings were established in 1994, the 
Irish Sport Horse Studbook has 
taken top spot in the eventing 
rankings for 20 of the last 22 years.

The Irish Sport Horse continues 
to shine on the world stage in show 
jumping.

Names such as MHS Going 
Global, Castlefi eld Eclipse, Dougie 

Douglas and the ever-young Flexible, continue to pro-
duce outstanding results at the very highest level.

The Irish hunting horse and riding horse is unri-
valled around the world. Its bravery, temperament, 
rideability and longevity are just some of the reasons 
people continue to turn to the Emerald Isle when 
choosing an equine partner.

The Irish pony and most notably the Connemara 

World of Showjumping

StockImageServices.com

All four riders on the winning British Nations Cup team at Odense, 
Denmark, were mounted on Irish Sport Horses: Jessie Drea rode 
Touchable, Tim Page rode Santa Cruise II, Harriet Nuttall rode A 
Touch Imperious and Holly Gilliot rode Dougie Douglas

Katherine Dinan 
and Dougie Douglas
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Pony has an unrivalled reputation 
the world over. Known for their 
athleticism, versatility and superb 
disposition, Irish ponies are for 
many quite simply the only choice 
for leisure or competition.

Irish breeders and producers 
continue to strive to be the best 
in the world. Innovative breeding 
programmes, coupled with superb 
veterinary services and knowledge, 
ensure Ireland will continue to 
shine among the world’s leading 
equine nations.

Gateway to success
We all know buying an equine 
can be stressful and doing so in 
a foreign country just adds to the 
challenge. So where do you start?

The Irish Horse Gateway was 
set up by Horse Sport Ireland in 
2013 to connect the world to the 
Irish Horse. It is the first point of 
contact for overseas clients seek-
ing information on sourcing Irish 
Horses and Ponies for equestrian 
sport and leisure.

Trust
Horse Sport Ireland (HSI) is the 
governing body for equestrian 
sport in Ireland and the Irish Horse 
Gateway is just one of a number of 
hugely successful initiatives intro-
duced in recent years.

Under the Team Ireland Eques-
trian brand, HSI manages all Irish 
teams competing in FEI interna-
tional competitions in the eight FEI 
disciplines.

In 2015 HSI, in partnership with 
Showjumping Ireland, introduced 
the Jumping In The City concept, 
where top level jumping took place 
in the infield of greyhound stadia 
around Ireland. HSI also maintains 
the Irish Sport Horse and Irish 
Draught studbooks and the online 
database CapallOir.

With the trusted background of 
HSI, the Irish Horse Gateway has 
helped foreign buyers to source 
the best Irish horse or pony to suits 
their needs.

There are three ways in which Irish Horse  
Gateway can help you buy an Irish horse:
ONLINE – On the IHG website www.irishhorsegateway.ie you can browse 
the current listings of horses and ponies that our Registered Sellers have 
advertised online. Each Registered Seller has signed up to the Irish Horse 
Gateway code of conduct. All horses advertised on the Irish Horse Gate-
way are studbook registered with recorded breeding.
PUBLIC AUCTION – The Irish Horse Gateway team can assist you in 
travelling to any of our established, quality public auction venues nation-
wide where you can view a variety of horses and ponies from youngstock 
to pre-selected competition horses at various times throughout the year.
PRIVATE SALE – You can submit your specific equine requirements to 
the Irish Horse Gateway team, who will then email each of our Registered 
Sellers to locate suitable horses for you. If you are interested in travelling 
to Ireland to view a number of pre-selected horses that meet your require-
ments, the Irish Horse Gateway team can arrange a suitable venue for you 
– an ideal service for professional agents, trainers, etc.

Travelling to Ireland –  
The Land of the Horse
We hope that when you come to 
Ireland to purchase one of our 
world-renowned horses that you 
will also stay and get to experience 
our wonderful traditions, hospital-
ity and culture. Amidst the tapestry 
of green pastures for raising world-
class horses, experience some of 
Ireland’s fantastic five-star hotels 
and splendid historic Country 
Houses, while savouring local 
gourmet delights of award winning 
chefs. Enjoy a superb range of pur-
suits from fly fishing to hill walking 
in some of the most spectacular 
natural wildscapes in Europe or 
teeing off on legendary golf courses 
to dancing the night away.

Inward Buyer Programme – 
Travel Refund
Horse Sport Ireland provides re-
funds of air or ferry travel costs to 
the purchasers of registered horses 
and ponies for export at auction 
sales, or at certain international 
shows. Irish Horse Gateway can 
guide you through the process.

Choosing an Irish Horse is a 
wise decision, so let Irish Horse 
Gateway guide you every step 
along the way.

“Our search for a new jumping horse for our daughter grew from North 
America to looking exclusively for Dutch Warmbloods in the Netherlands 
but, having come across the Irish Horse Gateway, we ultimately decided 
on a trip to Ireland to view several Irish Sport Horses. We purchased and 
imported two Irish Sport horses into Canada in October 2013 and couldn’t 
be happier with our choice. March of 2014 our daughter competed in her 
first 1.20m class at Spruce Meadows with a respectable sixth placing.”
Dean Krossa, Canada 

Berhard Minnen 
rides Sun, an 
Irish-bred geld-
ing by Sun Rich 
at the NK Jacht-
paarden (Dutch 
Hunting Horse) 
Championships 
2016 in the 
grounds of the 
Soestdijk Palace 
near Amsterdam 

Bri’Chel Fotografie

quotes from buyers

buying Irish

“For me, the Traditional Irish Horse is the best in the 
world for hunting and leisure riding. They have also 
proven that they can compete at the top level in both 
eventing and show jumping. I will be back for many 
years to come because not only are the horses in 
Ireland great, I love the country, the people and the 
hunting over there.”
Max Schep, The Netherlands (The Irish Field, 2016)
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T
HE Irish Horse Gateway was 
developed in response to 
requests from breeders and 
sellers in Ireland to market 
and promote all that is best 

about the Irish horse and pony to 
overseas markets. An invaluable 
marketing tool for Irish breeders 
and producers, the Irish Horse 
Gateway puts you in direct contact 
with a worldwide audience.

Irish Horse Gateway travels to 
key equestrian events around the 
world with the aim of promot-
ing the Irish horse and attracting 
buyers. An invitation to Seoul 
University in November 2015 to 
speak about the Irish horse indus-
try resulted in a hugely successful 
return visit from a delegation from 
the Korea Society of Horse Industry 
(KSHI) in January 2016.

Irish Horse Gateway
OPEN UP A WORLD OF OPPORTUNITY BY SELLING WITH THE

The group visited the Army 
Equitation School, the Irish Equine 
Centre, the Irish Farriery School 
and various equine-related indus-
tries around the country.

During the 10-day trip, the 
group got a chance to ride some 
Irish Sport Horses at Clonshire 
Equestrian Centre in Limerick.

The Korean visit opens up a 
new market for the Irish horse, 
with a group of Connemara ponies 
having already been exported to 
Korea and several more orders in 
the pipeline.

Opportunities
Irish Horse Gateway recently 
travelled to USA’s largest three day 
event, Rolex Kentucky, and was 
also represented at Badminton 
Horse Trials in the UK. These are 

just two of the many international 
events attended by Irish Horse 
Gateway, with a full schedule of 
events planned in the near future.

Along with promoting the Irish 
horse, Irish Horse Gateway repre-
sentatives have recently conducted 
market research at public auction 
sales throughout Ireland and the 
result of this research should prove 
invaluable to breeders, producers 
and sellers when made available in 
the near future.

Irish Horse Gateway also pro-
motes the huge range of education 
opportunities available in Ireland 
to foreign students. Irish Horse 
Gateway continues to develop key 
alliances with clients around the 
globe, developing strategies to 
help the Irish Sport Horse industry 
reach its full potential.

The success of Irish-bred eventers such 
as Paulank Brockagh, winner of the 
Mitsubishi Motors Badminton Horse 
Trials in 2014 under Australian Sam 
Griffiths,  attracts buyers to Ireland

Kit Houghton/Mitsubishi Motors Badminton Horse Trials 2015
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 “I advertised and sold two horses on the IHG 
site. One sold directly off the advert and the 
second through the staff of IHG who linked 
me to an international client. They acted as 
the middle man, organising viewing etc and 
for no extra fee. Essentially the service gave 
me access to a market which I previously 
would have had to use a dealer for. I am 
absolutely delighted with the results I got and 
would recommend it without any hesitation.”
Joan Byrne, Kilkenny

“I would like to thank Irish Horse Gateway for 
sourcing a buyer for my mare Goodwins Mal-
teaser. I think it is a great idea of Horse Sport 
Ireland to advertise Irish horses worldwide 
for sale.”
Larry Costello, Goodwins

“Selling our mare on Irish Horse Gateway was 
a great experience and very positive. We only 
had the mare up a week and she was sold to 
lovely people from Oman. All the staff at Irish 
Horse Gateway were extremely helpful to 
both us and the clients. The mare was sold 
and vetted and on her way without any hassle. 
We would highly recommend the Irish Horse 
Gateway website to both sellers and buyers.”
Siobhan McCabe,  
Ballinamuddagh Stud

“Myself and my wife Sharon found the web-
site Irish Horse Gateway very useful in terms 
of enquiries from clients abroad. The quality 
of the images and the videos were com-
mented on by the clients in a positive way. 
The quality of information about the horses 
for sale, in addition, provided much sought-
after transparency. The horse world is now 
a small place and people will talk in relation 
to both positive and negative experiences. 
I believe that this online facility will grow in 
popularity hugely as word filters throughout 
the marketplace.”
Derek McConnell, Co Kildare

“From our experience, the Irish Horse 
Gateway has been a very effective medium 
through which we can promote and showcase 
our horses. We have advertised some of our 
young stock and some of our more experi-
enced horses and we are delighted with the 
interest it has generated and the subsequent 
sales which have resulted. I would certainly 
recommend Irish Horse Gateway as a great 
website for Irish owners and breeders.”
Green Forest Stables, Co Mayo

“Selling my eventer on the Irish Horse Gate-
way was a great experience. The buyer of 
my horse said that using Irish Horse Gateway 
gave her great confidence in buying from us.”
Olivia Holohan, Boolagh Stud,  
Co Tipperary

quotes from sellers

EXTREMELY COST EFFECTIVE – Irish Horse Gateway charges €99 plus 
VAT for a 1 Year Membership for unlimited ads. This offers exceptional 
value for money as sellers can place as many ads as they wish for no extra 
charge throughout the year.
CONNECT WITH INTERNATIONAL BUYERS – Horse Sport Ireland 
actively promotes the Irish Horse Gateway at all international equestrian 
events such as Rolex, Badminton, and the China Horse Fair, along with 
supported online and print advertising campaigns.
RAISING THE BAR FOR EQUESTRIAN SALES – Irish Horse Gateway 
only accepts horses that are studbook registered and have recorded pedi-
gree and all sellers must adhere to the seller code of conduct. This shows a 
commitment to standards.
USEFUL RESOURCES FOR SELLERS – We provide useful resources for 
sellers when promoting their Irish horses and ponies. We supply selling 
tips, video tutorials on how to produce and edit videos of your horses and 
links to professional photographers and videographers.
VIEWING DAYS – Irish Horse Gateway organises viewing days, when we 
bring foreign visitors to designated locations to view groups of horses and 
ponies provided by our designated sellers.

ABOVE: The Irish Sport 
Horse mare Castlefield 
Eclipse and Paul Ester-
mann (SUI) at the Lon-
don Olympics in 2012

LEFT: Mark Bolger of 
Horse Sport Ireland and 
the Irish Horse Gateway 
pictured with Mr Zhang 
and Mr Liu from the 
Korean Horse Society 
during their 
visit to Ireland

reasons to sell on the Irish Horse Gateway

Barry Cregg/SPORTSFILE

carolinenorris.ie

A group of Connemara 
ponies has already been 
exported to Korea this year
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A Brazilian 
‘Banksy’ at 
work in Rio.
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W
HO will succeed reigning Olympic cham-
pions Charlotte Dujardin, Steve Guerdat 
and Michael Jung in Rio? Deodoro, the 
2007 Pan American Games site, is where 
the equestrian medals will be decided, 
while the northwest Rio suburb will also 
host 10 other Olympic sports, ranging 
from rugby to BMX racing.

Last year’s eventing test event, which coincided 
with the Dublin Horse Show, was regarded as a suc-
cess. Eighteen horses were competed by Brazilian 
riders in a two-star event, where the overall feedback 
was positive.

However, the Deodoro complex has been dogged 
by setbacks, which include biosecurity concerns. This 
followed a glanders case detected in a police horse 
stabled in the complex where the 200 equine athletes 
will be based in August and September.

The Fédération Equestre Internationale (FEI) 
and World Organisation for Animal Health allayed 
fears in January, the same month in which The Irish 
Field reported the cancellation of the contract for the 
construction company carrying out work at Deodoro’s 
equestrian venue. Rio de Janeiro mayor Eduardo Paes 
cited unacceptable delays at the site that once housed 
Brazilian cavalry regiments.

Another cause for concern is whether the Trans-
olympica elevated highway, which was still clearly 
under construction in May, will be completed. This 
was designed to link the main Olympic village at Barra 
da Tijuca (30km away), where many of the athletes will 
be based, via a rapid transport bus system.

Local reaction to the 
Games ranges from 
great pride to concerns 
over the financial costs 
and long-term benefits

As Rio de Janeiro counts down the 
days to the 2016 Olympic Games, 
Susan Finnerty visits the Brazilian 

city to check on preparations
Photography: Susan Finnerty

the Deodoro complex has been dogged 
by setbacks, which include biosecurity 

concerns. This followed a glanders 
case detected in a police horse stabled 

in the complex where the 200 equine 
athletes will be based
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Café culture in the Centro’s 
old cobblestoned streets

factfile Rio de Janeiro
 •  Rio de Janeiro was discovered by Portugese 

explorers on January 1st, 1502
 •  The Portuguese royal court ruled from Rio de 

Janeiro for 13 years (1808 – 1821) after fleeing 
Lisbon before the Napoleonic invasion

 •  While Dublin is dubbed the ‘Fair City’, Rio de 
Janeiro’s nickname is ‘Cidade Maravilhosa’ or 
‘Marvellous City’

 •  Rio’s diverse landmarks have featured in nu-
merous backdrops, from the Moonraker fight 
scene between James Bond and Jaws on the 
Sugarloaf Mountain cable car to Michael Jack-
son’s They Don’t Care About Us music video, 
filmed in the Santa Marta favela

 •  Carnivores rule in Rio, where many restaurants 
serve the national dish, feijoda, which is a cas-
serole containing black-eyed beans, sausages 
and pigs trotters

 •  Cachaça, (distilled sugar cane) and lime juice 
are served up in a caipirhina, Brazil’s national 
cocktail

 •  The city’s Antônio Carlos Jobim International 
Airport is named in honour of musician legend 
Tom Jobim, who co-wrote the bossa nova clas-
sic, The Girl From Ipanema

 •  Rio is renowned for its Carnival celebrations 
and expect an exuberant nod to its samba 
dance culture during the opening and closing 
ceremonies at Maracanã (Mar-a-can-aaa) 
stadium.

The hills surrounding Rio 
are crammed with buildings, 
from high rise apartments to 
200-year-old villas and favelas
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Accommodation is in short supply in the Deodoro 
(Dee-o-door-o) area, which has been variously de-
scribed as ‘rundown’ and ‘basic’. It took 80 minutes to 
travel in moderate traffi c from the South Zone of Rio, 
where the city’s main cluster of hotels are located, to 
Deodoro.

Although the equestrian facilities were off limits 
in May, replacement workmen were visible on site 
around the grandstands in their early construction 
stages and there was a strong security presence in 
the nearby avenues, where several checkpoints were 
manned by the Brazilian army.

Traditionally, the show jumping and cross coun-
try fences have refl ected the host country and city’s 
culture and landmarks. Expect nothing less at Rio, 
where the respective Brazilian and French course 
designers Guilherme Jorge and Pierre Michelet (who 
also designed the 2014 WEG cross country course) will 
offi ciate.

Eventing, dressage and show jumping horse in-
spections and competitions fi ll every day from August 
5th to 19th, while the Paralympic inspections and 
competitions run from September 10th through 16th.

The Marvellous City is an 
enigmatic and complex 

metropolis. Its light and shade 
history is reflected in its 

countless landmarks, from 
baroque churches to the Christ 

the Redeemer Statue rising 
about the Tijuca forest

WILL THEY DANCE AGAIN?
Rio natives danced on the Copacabana beach in 2009 
when the news broke from Copenhagen that their city 
saw off the challenge of Madrid, Tokyo and Chicago to 
become the fi rst South American country to host the 
Olympic Games. Since then, a catalogue of crises have 
hit the Olympic preparations.

Brazil’s major recession has sparked resentment 
amongst Rio ‘cariocas’, (natives) over the Games price 
tag, while the demolition of houses to make way for 
infrastructure has heightened ongoing tension be-
tween police and favela dwellers.

Environmental fears over the polluted Guanabara 
Bay, where the sailing events are set to take place, even 
led to one Rio politician recently diving into the bay, 
(albeit at its cleanest location) on live TV to prove he 
felt the water was safe.

Brazil’s parliament voted to impeach its President 
Dilma Rousseff on alleged administrative misconduct 
charges in the same week that 2002 World Cup hero 
Rivaldo appealed for a Games boycott.

The US resident spoke out after a 17-year-old girl 
died after being caught up in a gangland shootout 
on the main airport road. Ottawa law professor Amir 
Attaran also weighed in that ‘perfect storm’ week, with 
a call for the Games to be postponed because of the 
Zika virus epidemic, which has also led to Irish Open 
champion Rory McIlroy’s indecision about whether to 
compete there in August.

Most Rio hotels have been block-booked for the 
past two years. This has led to Airbnb being brought 
on board to provide supplementary accommodation 

Sporting mural in the 
lively Lapa district

The ornate ceiling of the 
Candelária church, said 
to be the oldest in Rio

A dog’s life on 
Copacabana

LEFT: This grand-
stand rising 
from the sand 
will be used for 
the Copacabana 
events, including 
beach volleyball

RIGHT: One 
intended legacy 
of the Olympics 
is an improved 
transport sys-
tem, including 
this light rail 
network in the 
city centre
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and even suggestions that cruise liners, moored in 
Rio’s harbour, could be used to meet demand. 

The language barrier will also be an issue for 
Games visitors, with English-speaking guides and 
interpreters in demand and many pre-booked for 
months.

However, every Games has been blighted by issues 
in their run-up. London had the unsuitable equestrian 
surfaces and too-short swimming pool issues. It also 
faced security concerns, (although its infrastructure 
was well in advance of Rio’s progress) yet proved to be 
an overwhelming success.

The Marvellous City is an enigmatic and complex 
metropolis. Its light and shade history is refl ected in 
its countless landmarks, from baroque churches to 
the Christ the Redeemer Statue rising about the Tijuca 

forest. Once the sun sets and the beaches clear of both 
locals and tourists, the crackle of gunfi re in surround-
ing hillsides can be clearly heard at night. 

It is a city in which to keep your ‘streetwise’ mode 
on full alert. It will come down to the wire whether ev-
erything is in place before the opening ceremony takes 
place on August 5th but Brazil faced similar protests 
and opposition to the expense of hosting the 2014 
World Cup and yet the event proved a success.

If, for one reason alone, Brazil deserves a repeat 
success, it is the Brazilian people. Extraordinarily kind-
hearted and hardworking – one of the hotel reception-
ists faced a six-hour daily commute to work by public 
transport, saying “I do it because I am proud to have 
this job” – they deserve to have cause to celebrate on 
Copacabana again. 

WHEN? 
Olympic Games: August 5th-21st
Paralympics: September 7th-18th

THE GAMES
15,000 competitors at the 2016 
Olympics and Paralympics
93,000 staff
86,300 volunteer staff uniforms 
provided
45,000 volunteers
306 events
200 countries represented
42 Olympic sports

BRAZIL
Population of 209 million
Rio’s population is 6.3 million
One million annual visitors to Rio 
de Janeiro’s Carnival
1,966 reais (€491) – average 
monthly income in Brazil
121 times the size of Ireland
Four hours behind Ireland

MONEY
39bn reais (€9.76bn) – current cost 
of the 2016 Games
€6,814 – cost of a three-star hotel 
stay for duration of the Games
€625-€2,000 – price of an Olympic 
opening ceremony ticket
745 reais (€176) – average daily 
spend per 2014 World Cup visitor

LOGISTICS 
17,000 – London hotel rooms (2012)
37,000 – Rio hotel rooms (2016)
90,000 – air passengers expected 
to pass through Rio’s international 
airport the day following the clos-
ing ceremony
7,770kg of horse manure recycled 
during the 2015 Olympic test event
18 hours per day – when the Christ 
the Redeemer Statue will be open 
during the Olympics to cater for 
visitors

An obligatory selfie taken at the 
famous Escadaria Selarón, where each 

of the 200-plus steps is lined with 
an eclectic mix of tiles, ranging from 

political figures to pop art scenes

numbers game
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ow did you first get 
involved in horses? I was born into horses, growing 
up with my parents Tom and Teresa Frost who live 
near Quin in Co Clare and I rode ponies from the age 
of four. My father bred horses and would show them 
in hand in Dublin and around the country. One of his 
mares was Ballykelly Fairy, who won the old Greenvale 
Championship in Millstreet back in the late 1970s. 
It must have been an omen because Ballykelly is the 
name of my husband Des’s home place in Wexford 
and it is now the prefix we use for all our horses. That 
sash still hangs in our tack room in Clare.

What was your first taste of showing?
From a young age I would travel all over Ireland with 
my parents and the horses, helping out with the 
grooming and preparation. I started riding show po-
nies at eight and jumped a novice 13.2hh pony before 
I moved to the ridden hunters at the age of 14. I first 
rode at Dublin when I was 16 in the small hunter class.

When did you start breeding?
In the early 1990s Dad’s health forced his early retire-
ment from the show ring but it was obvious he hugely 
missed it. So in 1999 my parents gave myself and Des 
a present of a homebred yearling filly who traced 
back to the yard’s first Irish Draught mares. We called 
her Ballykelly Queen and she kick-started my return 
to horses. A few months later we bought Corrib Eva, 
a four-year-old Dublin-winning mare, as well as a 
yearling filly called Debbie’s Clover from Tom Casey. 
Both were in my father’s yard at the time as Dad had 
always shown Tom’s young horses throughout the 
1980s. These became our three foundation mares and 
almost all of the Ballykelly horses we have today are 
their descendents.

What’s your earliest memory of Dublin?
When I was a child, it seemed like the Dublin Horse 
Show was our main holiday, there was so much build 
up and excitement around it. In my early teens I 
stayed with friends in their caravan in Simmonscourt. 
The caravans were parked in front of where the 
international show jumpers are stabled; it is now a 
jumping arena. There was a sales ring across the way 
and in the evening it would turn into a cinema for all 
the visiting kids to watch a movie. The ponies were all 
stabled where the Inter-Continental Hotel now stands 
in a double-decker block with the top floor stables ac-
cessed by a ramp.

 I have great food memories of Dublin too – there 
was always a Jersey milk stand in front of Ring 2 where 
you could get the most delicious flavoured milkshakes. 
The milk from the Jersey cows was so rich and creamy 
compared to the taste I knew from our Friesian herd 
at home.

Good Food Ireland founder  
Margaret Jeffares talks to  

Caitríona Murphy about  
showing horses and  

harvesting blackcurrants

FILLIES 
& FOOD 

 I HAVE GREAT FOOD 
MEMORIES OF  

DUBLIN – THERE  
WAS ALWAYS A  

JERSEY MILK STAND 
IN FRONT OF RING 2 
WHERE YOU COULD 

GET THE MOST  
DELICIOUS  

FLAVOURED  
MILKSHAKES

Susan Finnerty
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How do you combine horses with business?
It involves a lot of long days! I have Good Food Ireland to run and Des has 
Mr Jeffares Blackcurrants but we do the horses ourselves too so we end 
up working at night and at weekends. I travel quite a bit internationally, 
promoting Good Food Ireland to potential visitors to Ireland from the US, 
UK and Germany.

 I recently launched Good Food Ireland Culinary and Cultural Tours in 
the US. These are farm to fork experiences for food lovers in Ireland and 
include everything from great local restaurants and gourmet hotels to im-
mersive experiences like making cheese, taking a black pudding master-
class or even milking a cow.

 With the blackcurrants and now his new blackcurrant juice business, 
Des is also very busy. The blackcurrant harvest always coincides with 
Dublin so I am usually on my tod for most of the show! The harvest takes 
five weeks as blackcurrant varieties ripen at different times. The fantastic 
thing about this year’s show being earlier is that Des will be able to be 
there for the whole week.

Which do you prefer, horses or food? 
I love them both. Sometimes after being stuck in the horses for a long 
time I need a break and work gives me that time away but, to be honest, 
I couldn’t do Good Food Ireland as effectively as I do without being able 
to come home to the horses. I love breeding, recognising the mare’s traits 
in the foal as it grows up. Crossing mares with the right stallion is always 
a topic of conversation in our household. There is a wonderful feeling 
knowing an animal from birth and producing it along the way to give it 
the best start in life to go on and achieve its maximum potential. 

Your big hope for Dublin this year is Ballykelly Notalot? 
Yes! She is the reigning RDS supreme young horse champion and will 
hopefully return this year as a four-year-old.
She will join Ballykelly Empress who will compete in the four-year-old 
ridden show hunter class, as well as Ballykelly Hi Hope in the mares and 
Flashdance, Debbie’s Belle and Eva in the young horse classes.  
We bought Notalot from my good friend Rebecca Monahan and husband 
Ray, after her Dublin win last year as we wanted to introduce a continen-
tal bloodline into our breeding programme. We were thrilled when she 
and Clare Lambert won the four-year-old Stepping Stones to Success 
Young Event Horse League in May and we’re looking forward to Dublin.

Margaret  
and Des  
Jeffares with 
Margaret’s 
father Tom 
Frost and their 
prizewinning 
pair, Ballykelly 
Empress and 
Ballykelly  
Flashdance

Ballykelly’s  
showing highlights
Ballykelly Queen – Limerick Lady 

Champion 2000
Corrib Eva – RDS Reserve Cham-

pion Mare 2006
Debbie’s Clover – RDS Breeder’s 

Champion 2007
Ballykelly High Hope – Winner 

RDS 5 Year Old Lightweight 
Show Hunter Mare

Ballykelly Flashdance – Reserve All 
Ireland Colt Foal Champion 2014 
& Reserve All Ireland Traditional 
Colt Foal Champion 2014

Ballykelly Emperor – All Ireland 3 
Year Old Horse Champion 2013

Ballykelly Empress – All Ireland 2 
Year Old Filly Champion 2014

Ballykelly Debbie’s – Belle All 
Ireland Traditional Filly Foal 
Champion 2015

There is a wonderful 
feeling knowing an 
animal from birth 

and producing it 
along the way to 

give it the best start 
in life to go on and 

achieve its maximum 
potential

Susan Finnerty
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COMPETITION

WIN A LADIES LUXURY LONGINES WATCH &
A VIP DAY AT THE DUBLIN HORSE SHOW.

Longines, Swiss Watchmakers is proud to continue its role as the 
Offi cial Timekeeper for The Dublin Horse Show.Offi cial Timekeeper for The Dublin Horse Show.

To mark the occasion we are giving one lucky winner a Longines ladies 
watch from the Arches collection, valued at €3000.  What’s more, the 
lucky person will win an exclusive day for themselves and a friend at The 
Dublin Horse Show on Wednesday 20th July including admission for two 
and a VIP luncheon on the grandstand hospitality area.

TO WIN THIS FANTASTIC PRIZE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTION:  
          Q:    The _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Grand Prix will take place on Sunday 24th July 2016

Please send your name, address, telephone number & answer to:  
LONGINES WATCH COMPETITION, The Irish Field, Irish Farm Centre, Bluebell, Dublin 12,  
or online at fi eldcomp@theirishfi eld.ie.

CLOSING DATE:  Wednesday 13th July 2016
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northern 
LIGHTS
Northern Ireland will be well represented at the 
RDS with some well-known families battling 
for the top honours, writes Margie McLoone

Adrianna Hurst, then aged eight, and her first ridden pony Ravara Jack Rabbit 
helped launch the Discover Ireland Dublin Horse Show in 2011. Now 13 years 
old, Adrianna will be competing at the 2016 show with Parkglass Olympic  
Venture, a four-year-old Irish-bred gelding whom she broke and backed herself
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NORTHERN LIGHTS

THE present Hurst Show 
Team from Lisbellaw in Co Fer-
managh can very much trace its 
roots to the RDS as Shirley (nee 
Cox) and Adrian, having attended 
the Dublin Horse Show separately 
from a young age, started going 
out together during the 1996 
renewal and, three years later, they 
were married.
“Back in the day, the social scene 
around the show was very impor-
tant,” recalls Shirley. “It provided 
an opportunity to meet people 
from the equine scene as every-
one that was anyone was there. 
As young adults, and, I suppose, 
as a dating couple, we would have 
inevitably started out in the Long 
Bar in the RDS and then moved on 
to the pubs opposite the show-
grounds. The nights usually ended 
in the clubs of Leeson Street; Leggs 
was a favourite I seem to remem-
ber.

“Even though we partied hard, 
we worked very hard too and there 
were many showing champion-
ships won whilst nursing champi-
onship grade hangovers! At the end 
of the day, we were there to do a 
job and that always came first.

“Obviously since the kids 
arrived we have had to mature 
and mitigate the party lifestyle, 
although they didn’t start attend-
ing the show until about four years 
ago. We have three, one daughter 
and two sons, and each has now 
competed at the RDS, attaining 
similar levels of achievement by 
winning reserve championships in 
their respective divisions.

“This year we will have three 
ponies for the kids at the show 
and, in the horse section, we will 
have entries in the breeding and 
youngstock classes, and in the rid-
den and working hunter sections.”

While Adrian has seen his own life change in regard to Dublin, he is 
very much a traditionalist when it comes to the show itself.

“We attend lots of different shows all over the country, as well as in 
Britain and the USA, and we think nothing quite compares to the RDS – 
its setting, its history, its tradition and its ambience. We firmly believe that 
it should be maintained in its present format and not be meddled with by 
those who are looking for change for change’s sake; something that’s not 
broken shouldn’t be fixed.

“The RDS and the horse show is the envy of many around the world 
and the forced evolution of something that is already a model of how 
things should be will probably only lead to a revolution and the extinction 
of the very thing that was to be preserved. 

“After all, when you get to the top of the mountain there are only two 
choices – either stay where you are or go down!”
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We firmly believe that [THE DUBLIN HORSE 
SHOW] should be maintained in its present 

format and not meddled with by those who 
are looking for change for change’s sake

As far as  
the Hursts are  

concerned no show  
can beat the Dublin 
Horse Show for its  

setting, history  
& tradition

The Hurst 
Show Team’s 

Tattygare Good 
To Go, rid-

den by Jamie 
Smyth, was the 
2015 champion 

middleweight 
hunter

Tony Parkes
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NORTHERN LIGHTS

N
OW I’m a father of three, it’s a few in the 
pocket and then back to the hotel for din-
ner,” answered Aaron McCusker, when asked 
how his social life at the Dublin Horse Show 
differs from that when he was younger.

The 37-year-old has been travelling to 
the RDS every summer for as long as he can 
remember and things have changed quite a 

bit since he first headed down from Lurgan to Dublin 
with his parents, Judy and Hugh, and brother Drew.

“I started off in lead-rein classes aged six on my 
very first pony, Inky. I didn’t do too well and was more 
interested in looking at what was going on outside the 
ring than inside it at that stage. I began riding horses 
when I was 14 but was only allowed to compete in the 
RDS at the age of 16 in the ridden hunter and working 
hunter classes.

“We used to bring a lot of horses down with us, the 
plan being to sell them and have less coming home. 
It didn’t always work out that way as my father would 
buy more as a replacement for the following year. 
However, no matter how hard I had to work or how 
early I had to get up, I always managed to sneak out to 
party with my mates.

“Like all teenagers it started off 
with The Horse Show House. 
Then, once I hit my 20s, it 
was Annabel’s. At that stage, 
we used to park our lorry 
at Old Belvedere Rugby 
Club so if we weren’t go-
ing to a club we used to 
head there straight from 
the famous Long Bar at the 
RDS – well, as straight as we 
could!

“Of course, things were dif-
ferent when we had a big success 
to celebrate. I was very fortunate to win a few of the 
various championships in the showing section includ-
ing small hunter, cob, four-year-olds, the lightweight, 
middleweight and heavyweight championships and 
the working hunter over the years.

“My most memorable win was the supreme hunter 
championship on a four-year-old lightweight gelding 
named Connswater River in 2005. My father Hugh 
had won his first supreme championship in 1982 on 
Royal Mint and, nine years later, again produced the 
supreme champion, Access.

“I celebrated these wins in the Long Bar, the party 
later moving on to the horse lorry, which, by then, was 
parked in Simmonscourt, and we usually ended up in 
Dublin city centre.”

The McCuskers, who run the Meadows Equestrian 
Centre on the outskirts of Lurgan, catering for school-
ing and competitions throughout the year, have fewer 
horses representing them these days which is just as 
well as Aaron can be on official duty for the week.

“I now work in Simmonscourt as a show jumping 
course designer, which I really enjoy as I gain invalu-
able experience working with i nternational course 
designers. In late spring, I completed my FEI Level 1 
Course Designer Exams in Moscow, which was funded 

Aaron McCusker and the reserve 
four-year-old champion Big Bucks 
take a gallop in the Main Arena at 
the Dublin Horse Show in 2011

Staying in a  
hotel rather than  
a horse lorry, life  

at the Dublin Horse 
Show has changed  
in several ways for  

the McCuskers

by the George Mernagh Memorial 
Fund bursary I was awarded last 
year during the Tattersalls interna-
tional horse trials.

“The RDS site has become very 
commercialised since we started 
competing there and the size and 
scale of the show has gotten small-
er due to commercial demands.

“Saying that, I still really look 
forward to Dublin every year, now 
in the company of my wife Lucy 
and three children – Katie (six), 
Frank (four) and Freddie who will 
be nearly two come show time. 
Bringing the family might mean 
less socialising but we stay in a 
hotel which is a lot more comfort-
able than the lorry!

“I attend quite a few inter-
national shows now as a course 
designer and was at the famous 
Badminton horse trials in May to 
assist in the main arena. 

“However, nothing beats the 
atmosphere, familiarity and craic 
of the RDS.” J

“

The Northern Ireland contin-
gent at Dublin this year will 
include show stalwart Dessie 
Gibson, the showing team of 
Dorothy and Keith Walsh and 
Pat and Tim Martin, as well as 
their daughter Nicola. 
Valerie McCallister, John 
Donaghy and David and Char-
lotte Kirkpatrick never miss 
the show but one who prefers 
to watch the main show jump-
ing action on television is Ann 
Ferris, the first female rider to 
win the Irish Grand National 
(Bentom Boy in 1984). 
In her competitive visits to the 
RDS, the Glengormley native 
was second in the ridden pony 
championship on Imperial 
Lion, rode Fanta in the Grand 
Prix and partnered the great 
Ambassador in the Guinness 
four-year-old final.

leading the way 

m
dpix.ie
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The new SUVs from Mercedes-Benz.
Test drive them now at Michael Moore Athlone.
Star Finance PCP now available across the entire 
Mercedes-Benz SUV range. 

A new generation of SUVs has arrived. 
Visit us for the premiere of three new
models and experience the off-road
excellence of Mercedes-Benz. Based
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the all new GLC. The new GLE Coupé 
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Michael Moore Mercedes-Benz.  
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SIOBHAN BULFIN

I 
started sculpting as a child. I was one of 10 children and 
we were all encouraged to make things and do our best at 
whatever we were gifted in, be it wood, metal or books - 
everyone was given equal status and Mum did not try to 
change us.Dad was a brilliant engineer and he used to weld 
up machines in the yard at home, so I learned to sculpt and 
create at home. I never went to art college and I didn’t have 
an art teacher at school.

We would get marl clay from the banks of the stream and 
make little animals which mum would dry in the oven.

I inherited my love of horses from my parents and I begged 
mum until we got a pony. We didn’t 
have any tack and rode bareback. 

I worked for the Swans and 
learned the horse anatomy while 
grooming.

I married George Webb, a 
trainer, and he encouraged me to 
exhibit at the Dublin Horse Show. 
This was my first step in selling my 

work and soon I got more and more clients. I sell stuff all over 
the world - from Coolmore Australia to Kuala Lumpur and polo 
in America - but it was my customers in Ireland who got me 
going. Most of them are good friends I look forward to meeting 
many of them at the RDS.

I’ve been sculpting since 2000. My first life-size sculpture 
was for Horse Racing Ireland in 2009. It’s of three horses jump-
ing and it stands outside their offices in Newbridge. Replicas are 
given to the champion trainers and riders every year.

At horse shows in Asia I teach children to make little horses. I 
love to travel and I get on great with these show organisers. They 
fly me out and pay my hotel. I got a commission to make a big 
life-sized sculpture in Malaysia .

The one who makes all this possible is my husband George. 
I was in a coma for a week after a 
riding accident in 2008. I was so 
weak that when I got the HRI com-
mission George had to close down 
his yard of horses and do it for me. I 
would mark and he carved. Now he 
is helping me make a Hurricane Fly 
bronze for Leopardstown Race-
course.

The best advice I ever received 
was from Peter Curling – draw from 
life!  You can refer to action photo-
graphs but keep going back to the 
live model. 

We have a retired racehorse – 
Paudi The Punter – and we are con-
stantly checking his legs and angles 
to keep us on track while we sculpt.

Siobhan Bulfin at work

Mark Costello caught up with seven leading equestrian  
artists and sculptors for an insight into their work

the artists
Portrait of

Siobhan Bulfin at work and, far left, 
her Energy sculpture at Horse Racing 
Ireland’s headquarters, Ballymany, 
The Curragh, Co Kildare

Jennifer O’Sullivan
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EQUESTRIAN ART

My advice to budding 
artists is to paint 

what you truly love 
and understand

DANIEL CRANE

Daniel Crane hunting with the 
Scarteen Foxhounds and, top, 
Way, Way Out Of Country, an 
oil on canvas by Daniel Crane

I describe myself as a sporting artist because I paint 
humans and hounds as well as horses. 

What led me to this profession was a natural artis-
tic ability, together with the love and understanding of 
the sport and therefore a desire to record the horses, 
the hounds and the country that surround me. 
Right now I am working on a painting of the Meynell 
and South Staffordshire Hunt for their bicentenary. My 
advice to budding artists is to paint what you truly love 
and understand.

I come to the Dublin Horse Show to enjoy the occa-
sion, the horses and have some fun with friends. You 
can meet a potential client anywhere - the racecourse, 
on the hunting field, or from an article like this one. 

C
atherine Pow

er
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EQUESTRIAN ART

PETER CURLING

I 
started painting horses at a very early 
age, mainly because I liked them. My 
mother dealt in sporting prints and 
originals, so I was familiar with the 
work of Lionel Edwards and Munnings. 
Michael Lyne lived quite near us and he 
encouraged me. Sue Crawford sent me 
to the studio of Nera Simi in Florence to 

study classical drawing and I spent a short 
time with John Skeaping.

I had my first exhibition in Lambourn 
when I was 14 and then had a couple of 
exhibitions in Combridges in Dublin which 
went well. I moved back to Ireland from the 
UK and had exhibitions at Goffs and Slane 
Castle. 

I was showing my work with The Tryon 
Gallery in London and I was earning a living 
from painting by the time I was 17.

I get my inspiration for my paintings of 
horses from point-to-points, hunting and 
horses exercising in the morning. 

I like the challenge of different subjects 
and I think it’s important to paint from life. 

At the moment I am working on a series of 
small landscapes, some in West Cork, some 
in Tipperary and I am writing this during a 
short stay in Venice, where I will get a bit of 
material.

My advice to anyone who wants to paint, 
whatever the subject is:

a) To start with, concentrate on drawing 
from life. Draughtsmanship is vital. Go to life 
classes and train your eye to observe.

b) Get a good knowledge of the history 
of art and go to the galleries and look at the 
work of great artists. A knowledge of the 
technique they used will improve your own 
and give you a greater understanding of 
paint and what you can do with it. 

c) Get to know your subject and get your 
inspiration from it. You have to be excited by 
what you see and transmit that excitement 
to the painting so it has energy and connects 
with the person looking at it.

I would say the market nowadays gener-
ally is tougher than it was. People are more 
selective and there isn’t the money around 
that there was. That said, the Irish are very 
loyal to their artists and support them. 
Young artists are encouraged and exhibitions 
are usually well supported.

I like the challenge 
of different 

subjects and I think 
it’s important to 

paint from life

Warren Hill, an oil on canvas by Peter Curling, and, below, the artist at work
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JOHN FITZGERALD

I 
grew up in the heart of Meath’s countryside, surrounded by stud 
farms and horse trainers. I was good at art in school, and if I was go-
ing to draw something I think a horse or cow was going to be my fi rst 
choice.

I have been working as a professional artist for about seven years, 
but it has taken me 20 years to get this far and I’m still trying!

I’m working on a number of really exciting commissions at the 
moment, of some great racehorses, and a nice commission for the 

Curragh which will be presented on Irish Derby day.
My season will start at Cheltenham in March, then the Curragh Race-

course from late March 
until October where 
I’m artist in residence. 
That takes up about 18 
weekends. This year I’m in 
Bloom in June doing work 
for the Kildare Gallery and 
RTE.

Then it’s on to Tat-
tersalls Ireland for the 
Derby Sale and July is the 
Dublin Horse Show, I will 
also supply one or two 
galleries with work during this time. In September I tend to get away for 
a while and then from October it’s busy completing commissions in time 
for Christmas. You’ll also see me at Leopardstown after Christmas with 
the camera and sketch pad.

The advice I would give any artist is try to develop your own style. 
Don’t be afraid to try different mediums – oils and ink, acrylics, charcoals, 
et cetera. Go to galleries and look at lots of other artists’ work. Don’t copy 
but learn from them. Above all, give it 100% commitment and believe in 
yourself.

I’m very lucky to have some great clients behind me, but it has taken 
endless hours of hard work, weekends away from my wife and 
children, and that’s hard, but my passion for art is something 
deep within and I love what I do. The other piece of advice I 
would offer is to eat healthy foods and keep fi t. It can be a long 
year and mentally tough. You need to have lots of energy.

MARINA 
HAMILTON

I did my degree in ceramics. 
I was obsessed by horses so, 
naturally, for my degree show 
I made only horses. It’s scary 
but I graduated in 1996 and I 
have been a full-time artist ever 
since. Being an artist is hard 
work but enjoyable. They say 
if you enjoy your job you won’t 
have to work a day in your life.

This will be my 20th Dublin 
Horse Show. I attend about 
four shows in the year - Punch-
estown, Bloom, the RDS and the 
National Craft Fair in Dublin. I 
spend my whole year prepar-
ing and making work for these 
shows.

I think things are picking 
up in the general art scene, not 
back to where it was in the peak 
years of 2007-’08, but slowly 
improving from the recession. 

Don Cossack by John Fitzgerald and, below, the artist sketching a 
sepia of A.P. McCoy at Cheltenham

 carolinenorris.ie
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90 HORSE SHOW

Tony O’Connor

TONY O’CONNOR
I am from a family of 

blacksmiths, so horses have 
always been a part of our history. 
Being a Kerryman and not being 

able to solo a ball, I had little 
choice but to pursue an art career. 
I’ve been doing this full-time for 

� ve years now.

EMMA MacDERMOTT

I studied fi ne art at St Martin’s College in London but I got fed 
up with abstract work and I needed to earn a living. I really 
liked horses so this is the path I chose. I’ve been working in 
this area for longer than I care to remember now. To do this 
job you need to love what you do, believe in what you see, and 
be prepared to starve occasionally! The fi rst bronze I ever had 
cast was of Eddie Macken on Boomerang, a commission I got 
with a lot of help from my friends, in 1980 I think. I don’t at-
tend shows – either I am too lazy or too busy – but the market 
is surprisingly good at the moment.  I have just completed a 
sculpture of the champion racehorse Golden Horn for trainer 
John Gosden. 

The market for equestrian art is fantastic 
right now. Social media hubs such as Face-
book, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, YouTube 
and the Shopify store allow me to sell my 
work throughout the world.

I try to put on have a solo show once a 
year and the Dublin Horse Show is a given 
for any equine artist. My goal is to hit the 
UK, so perhaps the Horse of the Year Show is 
on the cards this year.

At the moment I am working on a paint-

ing of Queen Elizabeth, preparing for the 
Dublin Horse Show and doing some work for 
a group show in aid of the Irish Horse Wel-
fare Trust which will be hosted by the Irish 
National Stud in June.

My advice to aspiring artists is to work 
hard, don’t take rejection personally, work 
hard, try new things, be shameless in getting 
your name and work seen and noticed, work 
hard, meet deadlines, use social media and 
work really hard.
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FASHION

W
ITH just weeks to go 
before the Discover 
Ireland Dublin Horse 
Show, I am looking 
forward to judging the 
2016 Dundrum Town 
Centre’s Best Dressed 
Lady competition. 

Originality is absolutely key for me 
when I start assessing outfi ts and 
I really love hearing the back story 
to how outfi ts were put together 
and where the fi rst idea stemmed 
from.

For anyone planning to enter 
this year’s competition, one of my 
main recommendations is to be 
appropriately dressed - not just for 
the weather, but for the day itself.

This is not an evening time 
event so ball gowns are defi nitely 
out. You would be amazed how 
many women like to wear their 
favourite beaded evening dresses 
to the races and think that by add-
ing a hat or fascinator that it will 
become time-appropriate. The 
iconic Dublin Horse Show is not 
the place for elaborate, meringue-
esque ball gowns!

I’m a fi rm believer in avoid-
ing any surprises the night or day 
before, so don’t leave it to the day 
of the show to try on your entire 
outfi t. 

Save yourself the grief of last-
minute wardrobe malfunction by 
trying on everything the day before 
– and that includes underwear – to 
make everything’s singing from the 
same hymn sheet, so to speak.

You may fi nd that you need to 
have a hem tweaked or run to the 
shop for new foundation garments. 
Ladies Day can be a long day, what 
with registration and waiting to 
meet the judges, so I thoroughly 
recommend comfortable footwear. 

If you are hell-bent on wearing 
high heels, you can always 

swap over the fl ats for heels 
before you come on stage 

to meet the judges. You 
might also consider put-
ting a few plasters and 
gel pads into your hand-
bag if you intend going 

on to the second round of 
style judging which takes 

place at the Shelbourne 
Hotel that night.
While last year’s winner Sarah 

Jayne Halton was wore a classic 
black and white outfi t, colour is a 
powerful weapon to stand out in 
the crowd. And speaking of colour, 
please don’t wear too much false 
tan. I don’t like the tangoed look 
and if it rains ... 

Want to 
know how to 

impress at the RDS? 
Bairbre Power, Irish 
Independent fashion 
editor & RDS Ladies 

Day judge gives 
her top tips

Keri Ann Rowan, Allison 
Saul Braken and Kate 
Donohoe from Dublin

Jae Tourishe, 
Letterkenny

Paul Morris-
sey and Eva 
Hayes Morr, 
Limerick at 
last year’s 

Horse Show 

STYLE 
COUNCIL

Sam Boal/Rollingnews.ieSam Boal/Rollingnews.ie

Sam
 Boal/Rollingnew

s.ie
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You would be  
amazed how many 

women like to wear 
their favourite 
beaded evening 

dresses to the races 
and think that by 

adding a hat or 
fascinator that  

it will become  
time-appropriate

Maynooth native Laura Jayne was a 
very worthy winner of the Dun-
drum Town Centre’s Best Dressed 
Lady at the Discover Ireland Dub-
lin Horse Show last year.

The fashion designer assem-
bled a head-turning outfit which 
just shouted sophistication and the 
fact that she made it herself was an 
absolute bonus for us judges.

Laura Jayne was assured, confi-
dent, comfortable and she was the 
focus of lots of admiring looks long 
before she stepped on to the stage 
to be interviewed.

profile Laura 
Jayne Halton

Paul Sherw
ood Photography
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Elaine Bury, 
Co Meath

Alana Cook, 
England

Clementine MacNeice, 
Armagh and Rebecca 
O’Byrne, Meath

Bing Wang, Dublin and 
Hana Grolichova, Prague

Knowing how much emphasis to 
put on your outfi t and your hat 
is an art. You cannot afford to be 
too heavy-handed with both. One 
is the storyteller, the other is the 
accessory so tweaking your look so 
one does not overshadow the other 
is a skill.

Last year, veterinary surgeon 
Linda Malone showed she had 
that skill in abundance when she 
walked away with the top prize in 
the Most Colourful Outfi t category.

Linda’s show-stopping red 
dress with its subtle and very fl at-
tering draping came from Vanilla 
Boutique in Fermoy, Co Cork, and 
her hat was by Miss G Designs in 
Los Angeles. Linda fi rst saw the 
milliner’s work on Facebook and 
the pair liaised by email to devise 
a look that was both striking and 
architectural.

Sam
 Boal/Rollingnew

s.ie

Sam
 Boal/Rollingnew

s.ie

Sam Boal/Rollingnews.ie

Matt Browne/SportsfileCody Glenn/Sportsfile

pro� le 
Linda Malone

Knowing how much 
emphasis to put on 

your outfit and your 
hat is an art. You 

cannot afford to be 
too heavy-handed 

with both

Ginette Tshibal, Louth

092-095_Fashion.indd   94 18/06/2016   13:05:55



 HORSE SHOW 95

FASHION

Roseanne 
McNamee, 
Co Galway

Sam
 Boal/Rollingnew

s.ie

C
ody G

lenn/Sportsfile

profile Sarah Cass
Ladylike is another Ladies Day aesthetic 
which always works a treat at the RDS. Just 
ask Sarah Cass from Kilkenny, who clinched 
the Longines ‘Elegance is Attitude’ prize last 
year with a striking Ted Baker floral coat. Her 
hat was by Leitrim milliner Jennifer Wrynne 
who knows a lot about winning style, being 
a former winner of the Best Dressed Lady 
competition at Cheltenham herself.

Sarah is an experienced competitor on 
the best dressed circuit and her grooming is 
always on point and her attention to detail 
pushes her in the winning arena.

On the day, she accessorised her pastel 
outfit well and wore her hat with an elegant 
chignon angle to one side. It is well worth 
paying special attention to your hat and even 
consider taking advice from a hairdresser 
on how best to wear it on the day so it looks 
good but also stays on with minimum of 
effort.

Milliner Jennifer Wrynne also dressed the 
head of my fellow judge last year, the lovely 
Pippa O’Connor, who wore an off the peg 
navy dress from Karen Millen and co-ordi-
nary disc hat with flowers.

Ladies Day
When: Thursday, July 21st, 2016

Where: Judging takes place on 
stage at the Band Lawn

Competitions: Dundrum Town 
Centre Best Dressed Lady, Great 
Lengths Most Creative Hat, HP 
Most Colourful Outfit, Longines 
Elegance is an Attitude and Louis 
Copeland Best Dressed Man.

Prizes: €10,000 gift voucher for 
Dundrum Town Centre, Longines 
Conquest Classic Watch, €1,000 
worth of Great Lengths hair exten-
sions and a €1,000 voucher for the 
five-star Europe Hotel in Co Kerry 
and a Red HP Pavilion Notebook.

Judges: Irish Independent fashion 
editor Bairbre Power and Louise 
O’Reilly.

It is well worth 
paying special 

attention to 
your hat and even 

consider taking 
advice from a 

hairdresser on  
how best to wear  

it on the day
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The InterContinental Dublin, Ballsbridge
Located at the heart of the Horse Show, the five-star InterContinental Dublin (formerly 
Four Seasons Hotel) is the destination of choice for those attending the Dublin Horse 
Show. Less than a five-minute walk from the main entrance of the RDS, it boasts a va-
riety of dining options – from casual day-time dining in the Lobby Lounge, a barbecue 
in the Courtyard to the award-winning Seasons Restaurant and cocktails in the ICE Bar. 
The guest rooms are furnished in muted silks and soft fabrics, with views over Balls-
bridge, many directly onto the show grounds.

WINE & DINE
There’s more to horse show week than just the equine action. 
Judith Faherty finds some of the best places to wine and dine

The Westbury Hotel, Grafton Street
Another five-star boutique hotel, The Westbury Hotel 
is located on Grafton Street, the main shopping area 
in the city. A stone’s throw from Brown Thomas and 
the Powerscourt Town Centre, you can dash to pick 
up a last minute Ladies’ Day outfit. The Westbury Mall 
also forms part of the hotel, as does Balfes Restau-
rant located on the ground floor serving tasty brunch      
options. Jump on the number 4 or 7 bus from Grafton 
Street and be at the RDS in 25 minutes.

Talbot Hotel, Stillorgan
If you are looking for ease of ac-
cess and exceptional value during 
horse show week, head to the 
Talbot    Hotel Stillorgan. The hotel 
is offering a special Dublin Horse 
Show package which includes a 
one night stay, a full Irish breakfast, 
admission for one to the horse 
show and a free shuttle bus to the 
RDS, all while benefitting from free 
parking at the hotel. Located just 
off the M50 and 10 minutes from 
the RDS, prices start at €90 but 
hurry, they won’t last too long!
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The Clayton Hotel, Ballsbridge 
If you plan on staying in The Clayton Hotel (formerly Bewleys), make sure you book a room that overlooks the Simmonscourt 
arena – you won’t miss a hoof beat. The Clayton is the atmospheric hub of the Horse Show and with fi ne dining downstairs in 
The Restaurant, as well as more casual dining and drinks in Tom’s Bar, the Clayton is the perfect place to reside for the week.

The Shelbourne, 
St Stephen’s Green
One of Dublin’s oldest and 
most beautiful buildings 
overlooking St Stephen’s 
Green in the heart of the 
city, The Shelbourne oozes 
class and will host the sixth 
annual ‘Most Stylish Lady 
at The Shelbourne’ after 
Ladies’ Day at the RDS 
on Thursday, July 21st, in 
Number 27 Bar. The win-
ner will receive a number 
of extravagant prizes – 
including two nights in the 
stylish Renaissance Le Parc 
Trocadéro Hotel in Paris!
Pop into the Horseshoe 
Bar to experience the 
unique atmosphere of the 
renowned hotel or take    
afternoon tea in the beau-
tiful Lord Mayor’s Lounge.
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Dining in  
Ballsbridge
There are a number of popular restaurants 
within walking distance of the RDS. Roly’s 
Bistro, winner of the National Hospitality 
Awards Best Restaurant (Casual Dining) in 
2014, is open for lunch and dinner, Farmer 
Browns, The Lobster Pot, Belluccis and the 
popular Kites Chinese restaurant are firm 
favourites of horse show visitors. The near-
by Bridge Bar 1859 offers casual dining, 
great beer and the possibility of bumping 
into some Irish rugby star owners.

The Long Bar
Visit the Long Bar in the RDS to experience 
the horse show in its raw form. Located 
beside the warm-up pocket for main 
arena, it serves bubbly champagne, pints 
of the black stuff and is well-known for its 
lively atmosphere at any time of the day. 
Pop over to the chocolate fountain stall 
and order marshmallows and strawberries 
smothered in milk chocolate to accom-
pany the bubbles, all while admiring the 
international riders as they prepare to 
compete in the main arena. Perfect!

Ballsbridge Hotel
Now the official hotel for the international 
riders that visit and compete at the Dublin 
Horse Show and the unofficial party 
central for the week – you will find the 
Dubliner Bar packed with familiar faces. 
Don’t miss Friday night after the Furusiyya 
League Nations Cup and pray that the Irish 
team will be filling the Aga Khan trophy 
once again.

Rustic Stone &  
Fade St Social
If you find yourself 
in town on an empty 
stomach, Rustic Stone 
and Fade St Social, both 
owned by celebrity 
chef Dylan McGrath, 
stand out for fresh 
Irish produce cooked 
to perfection. Both 
restaurants will set you 
back, but you get top 
quality food. Booking 
in advance is strongly 
recommended. Looking 
for something quick 
and easy to fill a gap? 
Bunsen Burger in Tem-
ple Bar (and on Wexford 
Street) serves simple 
and fresh fast food, 
done to perfection.

Damian Bligh
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the Long Bar in the RDS serves bubbly champagne, 
pints of the black stuff and is well-known for  

its lively atmosphere at any time of the day
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Don’t miss this chance to win the holiday of your dreams ‒ a luxury African horseback 
safari! The Irish Field has joined forces with Irish owned holiday specialist Zara’s Planet 

to offer two or even three lucky readers the opportunity to win this unforgettable 
riding experience.

The winner may choose one of the following two prizes:
 
a)      A 7 night African Explorer Riding Safari for two people ‒  This safari is a true adventure suitable only for experienced horse riders. 
Riding with big game (including Elephant, Lion, Leopard ) you will spend 4 nights in South Africa followed by 3 nights in Botswana’s Tuli Block.

b)      A 7 night Horizons Safari Ranch for three people ‒  This safari is suitable for all riding abilities, children and even non riders. Based 
in South Africa in the Waterberg region, the riding is easy on sandy tracks with plenty of plains game (including Giraffe, Zebra, Kudu).

WIN the riding safari holiday
of a lifetime worth over €5,000.

Courtesy of Zara’s Planet in Association with The Irish Field.

Please post your entry to:  Zara’s Planet Competition, The Irish 
Field, Bluebell, Dublin 12

NOTE ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BEFORE 31 JULY 2016 TO BE 
INCLUDED IN DRAW
 
To be in with a chance to win a riding safari please answer the 
following question and fill in your details
 
Question: Which country won the Aga Khan at the Dublin Horse 
Show in 2015?

Name ______________________________________________

Tel no ______________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________

Competition Terms & Conditions apply.

Your chosen safari includes all transfers to and from Johannesburg airport, all riding, guiding, game drives, taxes, accommodation, all meals and 
drinks. Not included are international flights, travel insurance and a totally discretionally tip for your guide.
 
If serious safari action on well produced, well schooled horses, great food and wines and fantastic hospitality sounds like a dream come true, 
then be sure to enter this incredible competition.
 
You’ll be in safe hands with Zara’s Planet’s partners professional 
guides as you enjoy active, adrenaline filled days. Depending which 
safari you pick you’ll view game such as Elephants, Giraffe, Rhino, 
Hippo and Zebra ‒ and the big cats such as Lion and Leopard ‒ in 
scenery that’s nothing short of spectacular.
 
It’s no wonder that Africa is a firm favourite of competitive riders 
across all disciplines such as Cian O’Connor, Elizabeth Hayden, 
Michael Jung, Michael Eilberg and Louise Bell, who have all enjoyed 
holidays with Zara’s Planet.
 
If you’d like more information about the safaris up for grabs please 
contact Zara’s Planet www.zarasplanet.com  or call them in 
Dublin on Tel (01) 440 7477.
 
For your chance to win this amazing holiday of a lifetime just answer 
the question ‒ Which country won the Aga Khan at the Dublin 
Horse Show in 2015? Include your contact details on the coupon or 
email your answer in the title and add your Name, Telephone 
number and Email contact to: fieldcomp@theirishfield.ie

NOTE ENTRIES CLOSE ON 31 JULY 2016
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F
ROM arena legends to tomor-
row’s rising stars, Ireland’s 
love affair with all things 
equestrian is passed like the 
Olympic torch from one gen-

eration to another. Here we talk to 
six of the country’s most talented 
young riders, who are already mak-
ing their mark on Irish equestrian 
sport. With medals, championship 
wins and international careers 
already under way, it is safe to say 
that these riders are the stars of the 
future.

rising 
stars

Isabel Hurley caught up with six 
Irish young riders who are carving  
careers on the international circuit

THE FUTURE OF IRISH  
EQUESTRIAN SPORT
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Jonathan Gordon compet-
ing on Bario Van’T Marten-
donkerf, during the Irish 
Sports Council Classic at the 
Discover Ireland Dublin Horse 
Show in 2014

MAYO’s Jonathan Gordon (22) has 
already crafted an impressive CV, 
taking the National Young Rider 
Champion of Ireland title at just 16.

 The son of Matt and Mary, 
Jonathan moved to the Nether-
lands for a year at 17 and has spent 
the last four years working and 
competing in Germany.

 During that time he has won 
the German young rider title for 
three successive years and was the 
indoor champion at the fi ve-star 
Stuttgart Show 2014, while his Ro-
lex ranking class wins include San 
Giovanni 2015 and Baden Classics.

 Riding and training with Man-
fred Marschall for the last three 
years, Jonathan is also a graduate 
of the European Equestrian Feder-
ation Rolex Young Rider Academy 
and got to train with his childhood 
idol, Ludger Beerbaum.

 Gordon was part of the Irish 
squad that took bronze medal at 
the Europeans last year, jumping 
double clear to help secure a 
podium fi nish for his country. In 
June he made his senior Nations 
Cup debut for Ireland in Sopot, 
Poland. 

 “Ever since I was a child, my 
favourite week of the year was 
watching the international riders 
at Dublin and my huge dream is to 
ride on an Aga Khan team.”

pro� le 
Jonathan 
Gordon
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Ever since I was a 
child, my favourite 

week of the year 
was watching the 

international riders 
at Dublin and my 

huge dream is to ride 
on an Aga Khan team

Barry C
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BASED with siblings Bertram and 
April Allen in Germany, Jack Dodd 
(23) from Ballina, Co Mayo, is one 
to watch, having already clocked 
up considerable experience with 
international jumpers Shane 
Breen, Cian O’Connor and Cam-
eron Hanley. Jumping at Grand Prix 
level and being part of a Young Rid-
ers Nations Cup and the European 
Championships, Dodd loves his 
job producing the young horses in 
the Allens’ string, helped by “bril-
liant” Irish groom Sean Vard.

 “Bertram and April are a plea-
sure to work for, really fantastic, 
they want you to do well. I do 
shows in Holland, Germany, Bel-
gium, regularly and I hope to make 
it to Dublin as it’s a great week.

 “At home, my parents David 
and Trish ran a riding school so I 
pretty much knew what I wanted 
to do from the start. 

“My fi rst pony Pepe started me 
off and I remember watching Billy 
Twomey riding Luidam in the Aga 
Khan, throwing his hat into the air 
and that was it for me. I knew that’s 
why I ride horses. I really hope and 
work towards one day getting to 
ride on an Irish Aga Khan team in 
the RDS.”

 Jack was recently chosen for 
the 2016 European Equestrian 
Federation/Rolex Young Rider 
Academy, a year-long training 
programme that will see him re-
ceive coaching from German show 
jumping star Marcus Ehning, as 
well as a university-led academic 
education.

Jack Dodd and 
Izzy in action 
at CSIO Lisbon

Noelle Barry with 
Eddie Mackin at 
the RDS last year

CLARE’S Noelle Barry (19) took her fi rst victory in the senior divisions last 
October when winning the Gain Horse Feeds/Alltech Autumn Grand Prix 
with Lawrence and Yvonne Meaney’s Norway Venture.

 The daughter of Noel and Simone of Banner Equestrian Centre, Noelle 
was best of the Irish, fi nishing seventh individually, at the 2014 Junior 
European Championships in Arezzo, Italy and then won the 1.35/1.40m 
Young Rider class at the RDS, fi nishing third in the championship.

The performance won her the RDS Eddie Macken Bursary and she 
spent four months with Cork international show jumper Shane Sweetnam 
in Wellington, Florida, returning home at the end of March.

 “I was delighted to win the bursary and meet Eddie Macken, who is 
one of my heroes, along with Jessica Kürten. Everyone dreams of the Aga 
Khan. The experience in Shane Sweetnam’s yard was really good, I got to 
compete his horse Venturo 9 there, jumping him in the Young Riders Na-
tions Cup there where we fi nished third,” said Noelle who will be juggling 
horses along with starting a Bachelor of Arts degree in Galway University 
this autumn.

pro� le Noelle Barry

pro� le 
Jack Dodd

Jack Lyons/jum
pinaction.net

Imagemedia.pt
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Gold medal winner 
Jennifer Kuehnle holds 
the trophy aloft at the 
European Championships 
for Children on Horses

pro� le 
Jennifer 
Kuehnle

I had one down in 
the Nations Cup in 

Wellington and 
was eighth in the 

Grand Prix. It was an 
amazing experience 
being in Wellington

AGED just 14, Jennifer Kuehnle 
from Laois, has her heart set on 
a career with horses and she’s 
already off to a great start, winning 
the gold medal at the Children 
on Horses fi nal at the European 
Championships in Austria last 
year with a double clear on 
Chaitanya 2.

 Jennifer was the only Irish 
rider to make it to the fi nal where 
she triumphed over three German 
riders to take gold with a smile that 
says it all!

 Named as The Irish Field Junior 
Show Jumper of the Year for that 
achievement, Jennifer, the daugh-
ter of Hans and Julia, also earned 
a bursary, taking the opportunity 
to train in Florida with top Galway 
international show jumper Andrew 
Bourns, this spring.

 “I had one down in the Nations 
Cup in Wellington and was eighth 
in the Grand Prix. It was an amaz-
ing experience being in Wellington 
for the Winter Equestrian Festival 
and I learned a lot there.

 “The RDS is an exciting week, 
it’s a really good show watching all 
the top riders. My favourites are 
Cian O’Connor and Bertram Allen 
and one of my big goals is to ride 
on the Aga Khan team for Ireland 
one day,” said the schoolgirl.

Sibil Slejko
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AS Ireland’s only five-star show, the RDS offers a huge 
range of classes for a variety of equestrian disciplines 
and talented Galway event rider Cathal Daniels (19) is 
no stranger to the main arena.

 The son of Gerry and Marguerite, Cathal has won 
both of the two small event horse classes he entered at 
the RDS, as well as being successful in the Pony Club 
combined training class with Barnaboy Freeman. He 
later rode the same horse in the three-star Nations 
Cup at Ballindenisk International, helping the Irish 
team to second place this spring.

 “I love the RDS, it’s a big date on the calendar 
for so many equestrian disciplines. In terms of show 
jumping I love watching Nick Skelton compete on Big 
Star, a fantastic rider.”

 Now based in Calverstown, Co Kildare, with a 
string of 10 horses, Cathal has been named The Irish 
Field Junior Event Rider of the Year for the past two 
years and was short-listed for this summer’s Olympic 
Games in Rio.

 Coming on top of his individual gold and team 
gold win at the European Pony Eventing Champion-
ships in Fontainebleau in 2012. Victory at Tattersalls 
followed in the juniors with Rioghan Rua in 2013 
and he added yet another team gold at the European 
Junior Eventing Championships that year.

His double clear on Frank and Margaret Kinsella’s 
chesnut mare Rioghan Rua helped the Irish eventing 
team secure its first ever Nations Cup win at Boekelo 
last year.  

Cathal Daniels was on the 
winning Nations Cup team 
at Boekelo last year

Eoin McMahon and the Irish 
Sport Horse Talks Cheap winning 
at the Spanish sunshine tour in 
Oliva Nova earlier this year

profile Cathal Daniels

profile 
Eoin McMahon
CLARE native Eoin McMahon (20) already has 
three years of competing on the European 
international show jumping circuit under his 
belt. Capturing a bronze medal in Lanaken 
last year on the Irish-bred mare Talks Cheap, 
Eoin has also been selected for the Young 
Riders Academy 2016 and will be training with 
German ace Ludger Beerbaum.

 “By the time I was riding 14.2hh ponies 
and doing international pony Nations Cup 
shows, I knew I wanted to make a career out of 
riding,” he said.

 Eoin, the son of John and Patricia, worked 
for the Kennedy family before going to work 
with Kilkenny international show jumper 
Marion Hughes.

 A trip with Michael Duffy to see their 
friend Alex Duffy, then working for Carl 
Hanley, resulted in McMahon deciding to 
make the big move to Hanley’s German yard 
himself. 

“It’s been a great experience, producing 
and jumping horses in shows across Europe.”

 Eoin, who last rode in the RDS in 2012, 
dreams of riding in the green jacket in Dublin. 
“It would be a dream to ride in the RDS on Aga 
Khan day.” J

By the 
time 
I was 

riding 
14.2hh 

ponies, 
I knew I 
wanted 
to make 
a career 

out of 
riding
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A must for the annual social and sporting 
calendar and one of Europe’s richest racing weekends, 
Longines Irish Champions Weekend, is back for 2016. 

It takes place at Ireland’s premier racecourses – Leopardstown and 
the Curragh – as they join forces once again to stage this epic Irish 

racing event. Although only in its third year, this two-day spectacle, 
with a world-class prize fund of €4.5 million, already rivals Ascot 

and the Arc, Kentucky and Hong Kong when it comes to the sheer 
quality of the racing and its international appeal for lovers of the 

turf and bloodstock.

Booking information
Weekend tickets can be purchased in advance for €35 on 
www.irishchampionsweekend.ie 
Day tickets are available for €20 on 
www.irishchampionsweekend.ie or €25 on the gate 
Weekend tickets including the Curragh Thoroughbred 
Trail are available from €50

Follow Irish Champions Weekend on 
Twitter @IrishChampsWknd 
www.facebook.com/irishchampionsweekend   
https://instagram.com/irishchampionsweekend

Across the weekend, Saturday and Sunday, September 10th and 11th, 
the expected 25,000 visitors can marvel at the impressive line-up 
of the finest international racehorses and enjoy  two iconic racing 
fixtures – the QIPCO Irish Champion Stakes Day on Saturday at 
Leopardstown and the Palmerstown House Estate Irish St. Leger on 

Sunday at the Curragh. 

The Curragh Thoroughbred Trail takes place before racing at the 
Curragh on the Sunday of Longines Irish Champions Weekend; the 
trail offers the public an exciting opportunity to have a unique visit 
behind the scenes at many of the legendary 
training yards and stud farms on the Curragh, 

meeting Dermot Weld, Kevin Prendergast, 
Johnny Murtagh and many more. Spaces are 

limited so book today. 

At both racecourses, fashion enthusiasts will get a chance to showcase their style 
credentials and be in with a chance to win some of the €25,000 in prizes on offer, 
including the overall Longines Prize for Elegance. The prizes feature shopping experi-

ences from Ireland’s elite fashion houses, including Louise Kennedy, Louis 
Copeland and Kildare Village as well as a luxury stay at Dublin’s best 

address, The Merrion hotel, and will be awarded to the most elegant 
female and male racegoer at Leopardstown and the Curragh.  Title 
sponsor, Longines, will also gift the winners each day with an elegant 
timepiece from their latest collection

ences from Ireland’s elite fashion houses, including Louise Kennedy, Louis 
Copeland and Kildare Village as well as a luxury stay at Dublin’s best 

Across the weekend, Saturday and Sunday, September 10th and 11th, 

Sunday at the Curragh. 

The Curragh Thoroughbred Trail takes place before racing at the 
Curragh on the Sunday of Longines Irish Champions Weekend; the 

meeting Dermot Weld, Kevin Prendergast, 
Johnny Murtagh and many more. Spaces are 

limited so book today. 

ADVERTORIAL
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Dublin

Paul Horner from Lisburn, Co Antrim, with his young 
mare Brookfields Empress at the stables.
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Judge Libby Cooke thoroughly examines a horse

Cian O’Connor, Greg Broderick, Darragh Kenny and Ber-
tram Allen celebrate winning the Aga Khan Trophy and 
seeing off all challengers in the Furusiyya FEI Nations 
Cup at the 2015 Discover Ireland Dublin Horse Show

John and Niamh Varley celebrate after Elusive Emir wins the Croker Cup

Spectators watch the showing from the shade of the trees 
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T
HE influence and respect still commanded 
today by one of Ireland’s best horsemen of all 
time, Eddie Macken, is testament to his popu-
larity. The man from Longford, who thrilled 
audiences at home and abroad in a glittering 
show jumping career, now calls Canada home 
but he keeps his finger very much on the 
pulse of all things equestrian in Ireland and 

the international scene.
Forever remembered in Irish minds for his 

extraordinary partnership with the brilliant Boomer-
ang, Macken’s appearance at the Dublin Horse Show 
always goes down a storm with the crowds.

Last year, Macken (66) returned to Simmonscourt 
where he hosted the show jumping part of the clinics 
given by German dressage expert Christoph Hess. The 
response from the Irish public was again overwhelm-
ing, with the Simmonscourt stand packed every day. 
Macken brought with him to last year’s show his most 
talented protégé, Venezuela’s Andres Rodriguez (31).

The ever-smiling Pan American Games silver 
medallist was an instant hit, winning people over with 
his show jumping talent inside the ring and his easy 
charisma outside it. 

He captured Irish hearts when he donned an Irish 
rugby jersey to compete in the Land Rover Puissance, 
having reportedly bartered his own cashmere jumper 
for the jersey worn by a show jumping fan watching 
him warm up.

Eddie Macken with 
Boomerang, winner of 

the Hickstead Derby 
for four years in a row

EDDIE MACKEN

The people’s hero
Eddie Macken speaks to Isabel Hurley about competing 

for Ireland at the RDS and nurturing talented riders

110 HORSE SHOW

Macken readily admits to being 
devastated at the young rider’s un-
timely death in a fatal car accident 
in Wellington, Florida, just months 
later, that also claimed the life of 
show jumper Sophie Walker (30).

It’s a loss he is still struggling to 
come to terms with. “I got so many 
emails and messages from Ireland 
after Andres, he was a terrible loss, 
as a person and to the sport. A 
great rider, such charisma, every-
where he went he was so polite, he 
set such a great example to all the 
other young riders. He was edu-
cated, spoke well, dressed well, the 
impression he made on people he 
met at the RDS, most for the first 
time and to lose him in that freak 
accident. I don’t know that you 
ever get over something like that 
really, life goes on and you have to 
go with it,” said Macken.

Eddie paid tribute to the RDS 
for revitalising the Dublin Horse 
Show in recent years and making it 
once again the terrific buzz week it 
was in past years.

“The RDS is a unique venue 

The RDS is a unique venue among 
horse shows across the world 
- it’s in the heart of the capital. 

it’s always at the top of my  
list to come to every year

Eddie Macken’s 
protégé, Ven-
ezuelan show 
jumper Andres 
Rodriguez, cap-
tured Irish hearts 
last August. The 
rider was tragi-
cally killed in a 
car accident in 
January, along 
with fellow 
show jumper 
Sophie Walker
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Eddie Macken and Tedechine 
Sept competing for Ireland 

in the Samsung Super 
League/Aga Khan Nations 

Cup at the Fáilte Ireland 
Dublin Horse Show 2008
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among horse shows across the world - it’s in the heart 
of the capital. I love the show, it’s always at the top of 
my list to come to if I can at all every year. The crowds 
are great. The RDS has transformed the show to a real 
spectacle now. It’s packed, there is a huge buzz about 
it. They have brought Dublin back to the great week it 
used to be years ago and more. I think it’s wonderful.”

Since his early days of training with another Irish 
legend, the late Iris Kellett, the Longford native has to-
tally immersed himself in horses, show jumping and, 
in more recent years, coaching.

That and the search for horses for his clients sees 
Macken criss-cross Europe, America and Canada in 
what is sometimes a punishing schedule.

Much has been said and written about the mete-
oric rise of the next generation of top international 
show jumpers – Ireland’s Bertram Allen (20); Belgium’s 
Jos Verlooy (20) and Germany’s Niklas Krieg (21), 
among others.

Macken, himself a prodigy in his day, readily 
acknowledges their extraordinary talent but also iden-
tifies horse power as the one overriding ingredient in 
the mix necessary to keep their careers right up there 
in the headlines.

“Bertram, Jos….yes, they are brilliant, super 
talented, that’s for sure. But the amount of coaching, 
education behind them, it’s amazing the foothold they 
have in the sport at such an early age.

“Ireland was always and is still full of talented rid-
ers – they are lucky to have world-class horses under 
them. That is the challenge going forward for Bertram, 
to replace Molly Malone – riders at that level must 
have the calibre of horses. They need a whole team 
behind them really - family, sponsors, their federation, 
the press, the audiences. That’s the way the sport of 
show jumping is now at the top level.”

With Dublin looming large on the horizon, Macken 
is already juggling his busy schedule in a bid to return 
home. “After missing a few years of Dublin, I’ve been 
back to the RDS for the last three years in a row and 
have really enjoyed it. I’m looking forward to going 
again this year if at all possible.”

He pauses, memories of Andres at the RDS coming 
back into his mind. “It was such a pleasure for me to 
bring him to the RDS last year, the amount of people 
he impressed straight away was absolutely amazing. 
He touched all he met in a very positive way. Andres 
was very special.” J 

Eddie Macken 
listens to 
the national 
anthem at the 
Dublin Horse 
Show in 1995

factfile Eddie Macken
Native of: Granard, Co Longford
Home: New Kells Farm, Langley, Canada
Age: 66
Career highlights:
•  From 1975 to 1979, Macken and Boomerang won or were second 

in a record-breaking 32 major Grands Prix or Derby events in 
Europe and the US.

•  Macken and Boomerang won four consecutive Hickstead Derby 
events from 1976 to 1979.

•  The combination were part of the Irish Dream Team that won the 
Aga Khan Trophy at the RDS from 1977 to 1979, along with team 
members James Kernan, Capt Con Power and the late Paul Darragh.

•  Macken topped the world ratings in 1976, 1977 and 1978.
•  Represented Ireland at the Barcelona Olympic Games in 1992 and 

the Atlanta Olympics in 1996.
•  Irish team trainer at the Athens Olympics in 2004.
•  Last represented Ireland on the Aga Khan team at RDS in 2008 

when Ireland finished second behind Britain
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Ireland was always and is still 
full of talented riders – they 

are lucky to have world-class 
horses under them. That is 

the challenge for Bertram, to 
replace Molly Malone – riders 

must have the calibre of horses
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THE BUSINESS

N
OSTRI plena laboris. The motto 
of the Royal Dublin Society is 
taken from Virgil’s Aeneid, 
an epic Latin poem written 
between 29 and 19 BC. It 
is generally translated as 
‘our work bears fruit’ and 
it is a most suitable sum-

mation of the RDS since its founda-
tion and right up until today.

 There is a Zen-like quality about Mi-
chael Duffy as we sit in his office a month 
before the start of the 2016 Discover Ireland 
Dublin Horse Show. You would never guess that he is 
the chief executive of a society that will stage one of 
Ireland’s iconic tourist attractions a few weeks hence.

 With a strong and talented team about him, Duffy 
knows that nothing will be left to chance for the an-
nual Dublin Horse Show, which was first held and 
organised by the RDS in 1864.

 Today its value to the local economy is some-
thing in the region of €50 million, and it attracts over 

100,000 visitors from near and far. This 
year’s show will be like none before, 

being brought forward to July 20th-
24th due to the Olympic Games in 
Brazil.

 Speaking with Duffy, you sense 
that he has the dream job, and that 
many strands of his past business 

career have prepared him perfectly 
for the position he currently occupies. 

He heads an organisation that has had 
a long and impressive impact on Irish so-

ciety and history, while also being a profitable 
business nowadays. Combining these two strands of 
the society is something he does with apparent ease.

 The first chief executive of Bord Bia when it was 
established in 1994, Duffy left that role to take over at 
the RDS in May 2004.

 He is immensely proud of the legacy he left behind 
at Bord Bia and delights in the success story that his 
previous company has become, and the vital role it 
plays today. Prior to Bord Bia he was with the IDA, at-

RDS CEO Michael Duffy with 
Second Lieutenant Jennifer 
Larkin and Deerpairc from the 
Army Equitation School

Showtime
 

RDS 
chief executive  

Michael Duffy talks 
Leo Powell about 

juggling horses,  
rugby and more

Orla Murray/Ark Photography
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tracting inward investment to Ireland and heading up 
their food division.

 His three key business roles to date follow on 
from an academic qualification as a physicist and an 
early career working in the area of research. Today the 
RDS continues to support and encourage work in the 
sciences, something that is patently close to Duffy’s 
heart.

 The history of the Royal Dublin Society is a distin-
guished one, though it can sometimes be forgotten or 
overlooked today. The 14 men who started The Dublin 
Society in 1731 may have had lofty ideals and hopes, 
but even they could hardly have envisaged the impact 
they would have on the history of Ireland. Just short of 
90 years after its establishment the society would be 
honoured with the patronage of King George VI and 
become the Royal Dublin Society.

 The Royal prefix was granted five years after the 
society purchased the home of the Duke of Leinster, 
where the Houses of the Oireachtas - the Irish parlia-
ment - conducts its business from today, and some 
years before it moved to the present site it occupies 
now in Ballsbridge. That happened in 1879 and the 
original 15 acre site has expanded to more than 40 
acres now.

 While the society has a glorious past and present, 
Duffy is very aware of a perception that exists in cer-
tain quarters that it is something of a dinosaur.

 “I think when you have a history with a legacy and 
the impact that is the RDS, there is always a potential 
shadow cast. One of the things we have to do, and to 

do much more effectively, is to communicate what we 
do and what we are about.”

 When Duffy joined the RDS he did so after a 
number of changes had been made to the society’s 
structures. “My job basically was to develop the com-
mercial side of the business. We did this by increas-
ing the number of events, bringing in Leinster rugby, 
and getting into areas such as ticketing, catering and 
parking. These generated income streams, all of which 
went towards the philanthropic work of the Society.

 “We also got planning for 200,000 square feet of of-
fices, and built the first 100,000. This proved to be one 
of the most important things we did, because when 
the recession came, and having got them fully let, we 
had that income stream. This amounted to about €3 
million, net of financing costs, and this was able to 
underpin the society and keep us going and surviving 
at a difficult economic time.

 “When the recession happened, the event busi-
ness dropped by upwards of a third as marketing 
budgets were cut. There was a huge contraction with 
the loss of property shows, fashion events, DIY and 
construction shows. These stopped almost overnight 
and it was a challenging time.”

 Duffy leads a team at the RDS about whom he is 
hugely complimentary and whose efforts and commit-
ment helped greatly during the troubled times of the 
recession.

 “We have an extraordinary team here, very 
capable. We were fortunate to be able to hold on to 
them, and even added to the team on the commercial 

Top and bottom 
right: Model 
Evelin Blum  
with Hannah 
Mackey (9) 
from Waterford 
and her Pony 
Brynoffa Jonquil 
at the launch to 
this year’s Dub-
lin Horse Show.
Bottom left: be-
hind the scenes 
at the show

100,000 
visitors

1,500 
horses compete

 132 
competitions – 84 showing classes, 
34 national show jumping com-
petitions and 14 international 
showjumping competitions

300 
trade stands

 63 
trophies 
awarded

€4.5m 
is the cost of staging the show

Dublin in numbers
Take a closer look at the incredible 
figures behind Ireland’s only five-star 
show

Leon Farrell/Photocall Ireland

Leon Farrell/Photocall Ireland

El Keegan
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and Foundation side. The work they did, and continue to do, has kept the 
ship steady, and now we are back in a period of growth.”

 There is an ongoing programme of improvements at the RDS and 
plans for further development. Many of these have impacted directly on 
the Dublin Horse Show, though the overall infrastructure has also ben-
efited from most of these. It will do so again when the current plans are 
completed.

 The next year or so will be a crucial time for the society, with the pres-
ent Anglesea Stand set to be replaced and the main arena transformed 
into a stadium that will be able to accommodate some 25,000 people, an 
increase of about 35% on its current capacity.

 With this in place, together with other improvements, it is surely a 
matter of time, a short time too, when the revenue of the society will top 
€20 million. This will be a landmark achievement.

Many people will not be aware that the society has played a pivotal 
and often strategic role in the setting up and development of some of the 
most important resources in Ireland. Starting with the National Botanic 
Gardens at the end of the 18th century, its work and influence also saw 
the setting up of the Veterinary College in 1800, the National Gallery in 
1854 and the Radium Institute in 1914.

 The year 1877 was particularly noteworthy with the establishment of 
the National Museum, the National Library, the Natural History Museum 
and the National College of Art and Design. There can be few bodies that 
have ever exerted such influence on a nation’s culture as the RDS.

Duffy has never been fazed by the fact that the society is guided in 
its work by a number of committees, with over responsibility lying with 
the Council. While this body, consisting of more than 40 members, may 
appear from the outside to be somewhat unwieldy, Duffy values its contri-
bution and works closely with its members, and particularly with the 

Creature comforts
 Keeping all the horses, riders and 
visitors during horse show week fed 
and watered is a priority for the RDS. 
During the five days of the show, the 
following will be consumed:

15,000l 
of water from the RDS on-site well

 7,000 
bales of shavings

 3,000 
bales of hay

40,000 
flowers

 35,000 
glasses of wine

40,000 
ice-cream cones

111,000 
cups of coffee

The RDS hosts 
Leinster Rugby 
in the main 
arena, which is 
set for a revamp 
later this year
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THE main arena at the RDS will undergo a 
€20 million redevelopment based on plans by 
Dublin-based Newenham Mulligan Architects and 
London-based Grimshaw Architects.

The new stand will give views of both judging 
rings and the main RDS Arena from the catering 
and some spectator areas. However none of the 
stable blocks or smaller arenas behind the exist-
ing Anglesea stand will be affected by the redevel-
opment. One section of the stand will be a terrace 
for both rugby supporters and equine enthusiasts 
to watch action on the pitch or arena, although 
the majority of visitors will be seated. The design 
aims to ensure that the ambience of a show jump-
ing arena will be maintained and that specific 
attention would be paid to the pocket area as it is 
a key area for international show jumping.

 Spectator capacity for the arena will increase 
by 7,000 people to 25,000 for the annual Dublin 
Horse Show.

Construction work, pending the grant of plan-
ning permission, is expected to begin immedi-
ately after the 2017 Dublin Horse Show and the 
new RDS Arena’s first sporting event could be the 
2018 horse show.

€20m RDS  
redevelopment

incumbent president. Currently that role is held by Matt Dempsey.
 While the commercial side of the business is important, at the heart of 

the society is the membership, and the philanthropic work it carries out. 
With more than 3,500 members on its books it might not appear to be all 
that exclusive, but there is an undoubted cachet to belonging to this most 
venerable of bodies. Unlimited access to the Dublin Horse Show might be 
enough for many members, but there is a full programme of events too, 
while members have access to a marvellous library and dining facilities.

T
he work of the RDS Foundation Board, set up in 2011 to imple-
ment the strategic plan for the Society, is vital to the future 
development of the RDS. It has its own full-time director and a 
12-member board.

 For many people in Ireland and abroad the vital ingredient 
for the upcoming show is the horse. Many complementary at-
tractions help to bring in a wider audience, but the horse is the 
glue that cements the week of activities in Dublin. The Equestrian 

Committee within the RDS, which oversees the week, is made up of a 
dozen members with a broad range of involvement in the sector.

 What they have in common is a desire and passion to ensure the aims 
of the RDS are upheld. These include supporting the Irish sport horse sec-
tor by showcasing Irish-bred stock and developing a marketplace for the 
best of them. It also encourages high standards in breeding for purpose, 
education and training, and the welfare of the horse.

 So, whether you are a top-class international rider, representing 
yourself and your country, or a small producer of quality stock, the Dublin 
Horse Show will continue to be an equestrian Mecca. While all of this is 
happening, Michael Duffy will be quietly and efficiently orchestrating the 
week, ensuring the motto of the Society remains relevant. J

Seb D
aly/Sportsfile
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DUBLIN DIARIES

President of Ireland Michael D 
Higgins, centre, shares a laugh 
with his wife Sabina, right, and 
Matt Dempsey, RDS president, 
at the Discover Ireland Dublin 
Horse Show 2015

 Matt Dempsey
President, Royal  

Dublin Society

diaries
DublinThe

Take a glimpse into the busy diaries of those at the show                                  
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T
HE week of the Dublin Horse Show is different to any other of the 
year, much different. This year it takes place on July 20th-24th, 
much earlier than usual due to the Rio Olympics.

I became President of the RDS by a series of accidents, but I 
began my stewarding by being a junior steward in arrivals - the 
area at the end of Simmonscourt where you meet all the exhibi-
tors, grooms, family members, vets and fellow stewards in an 
atmosphere far removed from the formality and structure of the 

President’s Box in the main arena.
Nobody on the outside, and very few on the inside I suspect, has any 

idea of the complexities in staging what are in effect three shows; the 
international jumping in the main arena, the showing classes and the 
national jumping in Simmonscourt.

My own Dublin Horse Show Diary begins the week before when we 
have a full rehearsal for the Aga Khan.

During my term, the President and Mrs Higgins have each year hon-
oured us with their presence, so we have to get it right. A senior official 
comes from Aras an Uachtarain so the President can be briefed on who is 
coming, how many teams are competing, when the teams will enter the 
arena, where the winners will stand to receive the trophy and so on, in 
absolute detail and how the sponsors needs are to be met.

We do the same preparations for the Grand Prix which takes place on 

C
ody G

lenn/SPO
RTSFILE

Nobody on the outside, and 
very few on the inside I 

suspect, has any idea of the 
complexities in staging what 

are in effect three shows; the 
international jumping in the 

main arena, the showing classes 
and the national jumping in 

Simmonscourt

the Sunday after the Aga Khan. While the show begins 
on the Wednesday, I normally go in on the Monday to 
have a look around and to thank the arrivals stewards 
and vets for their work on behalf of the Society.

Tuesday evening sees the first official function 
when we welcome the visiting chefs d’equipes, inter-
national judges, course builders, key stewards and 
introduce them to each other and to the RDS chief 
executive Michael Duffy and show director Pat Hanly.

We do the introductions by asking each key indi-
vidual to stand up so everyone has a good idea what 
they look like if they need to find them.

Wednesday, it all begins.
I am always conscious that the equestrian com-

mittee and senior RDS staff have a breakfast meeting 
at around 7.30am, but I usually get in at around 10am.
Normally, I am invited by the senior showing steward 
to meet exhibitors in one of the rings.

Each day we have 40-50 for lunch in the Council 
room. The guest list varies from sponsors to govern-
ment ministers. The Lord Mayor always opens the 
show on the Wednesday and is the main guest at 
lunch.

There is quite a protocol where there are Ministers 
and official visitors, including the Ambassadors of the 
competing nations, present and we try to get it right.

The Registrar is invaluable in ensuring that there 
are no slip-ups. I usually give a short address, sum-
marising the history of the RDS, founded in 1731 and 
outlining how we have moved with the times and 
stayed solvent.

After lunch, we head over to the President’s Box 
to watch the jumping and at about 4pm have a full 
afternoon tea! We then stay until the end of the main 
competition. I and Mary, my wife, do this for each of 
the five days so by Sunday, you are ready to go on a 
diet and have a good sleep.

Usually there are some evening functions which 
should be attended.

Horse Sport Ireland gives a reception for the 
visiting owners and the RDS gives a buffet meal to 
the judges and stewards to express our gratitude for 
the huge voluntary effort, without which the show 
couldn’t function.

During the course of the week, there are usually 
visiting officials and dignitaries to be met as well as 
representatives of the government, city council, armed 
forces and voluntary bodies.

There are also the visitors – the paying public who 
make the entire €4m project possible, but also 
make it an event that leaves a lasting impres-
sion on everyone who visits the RDS Dublin 
Horse Show. We look forward to meeting you 
there too.
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AS chief steward of showing, I must ensure that 
the rules of the Dublin Horse Show are observed 
by competitors and officials, that all classes in 

rings 1 and 2 are run on time, safely, within the 
rules and to provide an “even playing field” for all 
competitors. I meet and brief judges and stewards 
30 minutes before the start of every judging section.

During the day I will be liaising with manage-
ment, colleagues, the public and exhibitors to try to 
solve problems as they occur and to try to ensure 
that everybody has an enjoyable, safe and pleasant 
experience at the RDS.

My day begins with...my arrival at the RDS at 6am.

My first task is... to check with staff to see if there 
is anything that has occurred overnight that will 
affect the day in front of us and check the rings. 
Then we have a breakfast meeting at 7am with all 
equestrian committee members, management and 
department head where we give an account 
of the previous day and the 
events of day to come.

Then it’s on to... meet-
ing my first judges and 
stewards at 7.30am for 
their briefing.

I’m on the phone to... 
stewards that we may need 
later to cover a steward that 
may be ill or can’t come in that day. I spend my day 
moving between rings 1, 2, 3 and 4. As the day goes 
on, stewards will come to me with either queries 
or situations that have arisen and need to be dealt 
with.

Lunch is… a luxury. More often than not, it doesn’t 
happen as we get very busy as the showgrounds 
fill up and members of the public ask for help, 
directions and more. This is one of the things what 
we do as stewards - we are there to help. A lot of 
people think we are paid but we are not. We are all 
volunteers with real jobs but we love working at the 
Dublin Horse Show.

My favourite part of the day is... when an exhibitor 
has a great result that nobody expects.

My last job of the day is... to oversee the last of the 
judging in rings 1 and 2. This could be 7, 8 or 9pm 
in the evening. After this, I go home and get ready 
for the next day.

John Crowley 
CHIEF STEWARD  

OF SHOWING

M
y day begins with… feeding the horses at 
6am and giving them fresh water and hay. 
I then brush down the rugs and take off 
their bandages. If they have been jumping 
the day before, I take them out and wash 
the Uptite (a cooling clay preparation) off 
their legs. Then I dry their legs off and put 
talcum powder on them to make sure they 

don’t get any sores. Those morning jobs normally take 
about two hours and I try to grab a quick cup of coffee 
once they are done.

My first task is… Usually we will have a plan made 
from the night before so I know exactly what I have to 
do. They will all get out to be ridden, long-reined or 
hand-walked and once they get back from their morn-
ing exercise, I let them chill for half an hour before 
getting them ready for the class. While they are chilling 
out, I put the magnetic rug on them or put them on 
the vibration plate. The plate stimulates them and gets 
their blood flowing, while the magnetic rug is good for 
any niggling sore spots and gets their muscles warmed 
up.

Then it’s on to… I go from the stables to the ring for 
a lot of the day. In between classes I like to find them 

 Ashleigh Skillen
head groom,  

Ballypatrick Stables

Ashleigh Skillen with MHS Going Global
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Laurence Dunne of 
jumpinaction.net

My day begins with... a search for parking near the 
show. I aim to be in the press offi ce and have my lap-
tops switched on by 7am

My fi rst task is... to look through the show schedule 
and decide what classes I will be covering and where 
my two other photographers will be based for the 
entire day. I decide who, what, where and when for all 
three of us.

Then it’s on to... the fi rst class of the day, starting 
at either 8am or 8.30am. I walk the track to pick my 
preferred position. I need to take into account angles, 
colours and where the light is to ensure a good shot. 
I want to pick a spot where I can shoot three or four 
different fences without moving around too much. I’ll 
always pick an oxer as they always produce the best 
jumping from the horses.

I’m on the phone to... The Irish Field and Irish Farmers 
Journal offi ces, who always want the photos as quickly 
as possible. After each class I head back to the press 
offi ce, pull out the winner’s photo, crop, caption and 
adjust the levels before sending it to whoever is look-
ing for it. I’ll be talking to my two photographers and 
often get calls from sponsors like TRI Equestrian and 
Showjumping Ireland to take specifi c presentation 
shots after each class.

Lunch is... whatever I can grab in the press offi ce as 
I pass through. It’s usually a sandwich - if I can there 
before the RTE crew!

My favourite part of the day is... defi nitely working 
one of the big international classes, with good jump-
ing and big fences. Aga Khan day is by far my favourite 
as I am under proper pressure for that and I have to 
be fi ring on all cylinders. I’m often the only photog-
rapher at shows throughout the year but on Aga Khan 
day I’m one of 40, all trying to get the best shot. It can 
be a bit of a scrum but it is generally quite amicable. 
The long-time professionals will all give 
each other a little bit of time to get your 
shot. There’s always a bit of banter but 
it’s good humoured.

My last job of the day is ... prop-
erly captioning photos, making 
sure I haven’t missed anyone or 
anything and sending the last of 
the day’s urgent photos off to the 
relevant offi ces. Then I hit the 
road home to Dundalk. I 
generally travel up and 
down each day to the 
show because I like to 
go home after work if 
possible.

on Aga 
Khan day 

I’m one 
of 40, all 
trying to 

get the 
best shot. 

It can be 
a bit of 

a scrum 
but it is 

generally 
quite 

amicable

Laurence Dunne
photographer, 

jumpinaction.net

a pick of grass. After jumping, they all get washed 
and have their ice boots on for about 20 minutes. 
After that, I put on their Uptite on and bandage them 
up. They all get bandaged and they all get their hoof 
packed with sole mate to draw out any sores or pain. 
I will put the magnetic rug back on them again after 
jumping, on relaxed muscle mode.

I’m on the phone to… Matt (Calderwood), Greg (Brod-
erick) and Darragh (Ryan) to see how everything is 
going. Matt will be between the two lads up at the ring, 
mostly with Darragh when he is jumping the younger 
horses.

Lunch is… between 1pm and 2pm for the horses. I 
don’t always have time for lunch but will try grab a cup 
of coffee when I can.

My favourite part of the day is... getting up to the ring 
and watching the horses jump. When Junior (MHS Go-
ing Global) is jumping, I always walk beside his head 
patting him until the gates open. I can’t watch when 
he is in the ring, I normally hide behind someone! I 
am really superstitious and if there is someone around 
that I know he always goes well in front of I will stand 
beside them – Alexander Butler has always been lucky 
for me!

My last job of the day is…after going for dinner and 
catching up with everyone I will do a night check at 
around 10pm. I check that all the rugs are okay, make 
sure they all have water and give them a handful of 
hay.
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My day begins with... A visit to the Horse Sport 
Ireland stand in the main hall of the RDS to check 
in with Martin Moloney, who manages the stand. 
We are usually joined on the stand by Team Ireland 
Equestrian sponsors such as Gain Horse Feeds and 
Horse Sport Ireland affiliate organisations, so it’s 
generally quite busy.

My first task is... to start posting. Team Ireland 
Equestrian has a strong following on social media, 
with 73,000 Facebook fans and 12,000 Twitter fol-
lowers so it’s important to engage the social media 
world as soon as I can. Horse Sport Ireland spon-
sors the age classes (three, four, five and six-year-
old classes) at the show and our international riders 
are in action in the main arena from early morning 
so I try to give our followers a flavour of the action.

Then it’s on to... the Horseware stand, where Mi-
chael Doherty and I collect all the sponsored gear 
needed to kit out the Irish Nations Cup squad for 
their photo shoot that afternoon. Believe me, trying 
to get all five riders in the same place at the same 
time on the day before the Aga Khan is not easy!

I’m on the phone to... Damian McDonald, Horse 
Sport Ireland chief executive, who has committed 
to being in three different places at the same time.

Lunch is... non-existent.

My favourite part of the day is... hard to pinpoint to 
be honest, I love Dublin Horse Show week!

My last job of the day is... a quick change of clothes 
and I link up with Triona Connors, HSI equestrian 
sport co-ordinator, for the Owners Reception that 
evening to honour the owners of the Aga Khan 
team horses that will compete on Friday.

Triona Connors 
and Sophie 

D’Alton at the 
pre-Aga Khan 

owners  
reception 

Sophie D’Alton 
MARKETING MANAGER 
 HORSE SPORT IRELAND

Rhys Williams and PARC Lolita flying in the 128cms class

My day begins with... stretch, a yawn and a good 
breakfast to set me up for the day with a nice cup of 
tea.

My first task is... to pull on my jodhpurs and make 
my way to the practice arena, where I get to ride my 
ponies beside some of the best show jumpers in the 
world.

Then it’s on to... the hotel to get suited and booted 
and get ready to walk the course with my Dad and 
make a plan of action.

I’m on the phone to... my Nanas, who are wishing me 
good luck and I’m telling them that everything will be 
ok and not to worry.

Lunch is... at Rolys - if the competition goes well!
My favourite part of the day is... the walk from the 
hotel to the showgrounds with my mum, brother and 
sister before the competition. The butterflies, the 
excitement, the crowds, I feel so happy to be jumping 
at the RDS!

My last job of the day is... to check my ponies and 
make sure they are settled and comfortable so they 
can rest well and then it’s off to bed  I go to recharge 
my batteries and live my dream all over again.

Rhys Williams
128cms show jumper
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Fennell Photography
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