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I f  you want to add a little 
extra sparkle this Christ-
mas you need to check out 
the new Rambo Diamante 

range. With exquisite dia-
mante detailing throughout, 
and exclusive to the range, 
you are sure to make a state-

ment wherever you go with 
the pieces in this collection.

Don’t worry though it 
doesn’t have to be all about 
your horse, Horseware have 
thought of  everyone! Their 
onsie is a Christmas must, 
cute and cosy. Your dog can 

say the same as he struts his 
stuff  in style and comfort 
with the new Rambo water-
proof  dog rug.

To view the full range of  
Horseware products and to 
find a shop near you visit 
horseware.com.

Christmas is a time for giving 
and in true equestrian spirit 
we have the perfect gift idea. 
Buy a gift for a rescue horse 
this Christmas.

Y ou can make a differ-
ence today by choosing 
to support the Irish 
Horse Welfare Trust 

(IHWT). Choose between 
ranges of  critical care items, 
which will go directly to the 
IHWT rescue horses that are 
in need of  continuous care. 
These items will help the 
IHWT rehabilitate and give 
whispering hope to Ireland’s 
forgotten horses. You will 
receive a card in the post, in 
which you can personalise 
as a gift.

To make a difference and 
purchase a critical care item 
today order online at  
ihwt.ie.

  ■ Leanne O’Sullivan
 

W e have worked 
together with 
Brown 
Thomas to 

bring you the ulti-
mate his and hers 
clothing wishlist. 

We have sifted 
through the 
winter collec-
tions from all 
of  the top 
designers 
and pic-
tured here 
are our top 
choices.

To say 
it was 
difficult 
to narrow 
down our 
choices 
would be 
an un-
derstate-
ment. 
You can 
browse 
all of  the 
top brands 
by visiting Brown 
Thomas Dublin, 
Cork, Limerick 
and Galway or by 
visiting the official 
website browntho-
mas.com.

G o Racing In Kildare 
Membership 2016 is 
a “must buy” for any 
horse racing enthusi-

ast and is great value for the 
avid race goer. 

With admission to 50 world 
class race days at The Cur-
ragh, Punchestown and Naas 
including the Irish National 

Hunt Festival and Dubai 
Duty Free Irish Derby plus a 
variety of  exclusive member-
ship benefits and privileges 
throughout the year.  

Go Racing in Kildare 
Membership can be pur-
chased from all three tracks 
and includes a special senior 
and under 30 option. 

For further details follow 
the contact details below.

  ■ Ian Carnaby 

R ichard Austen 
speaks in a self- 
deprecatory way 
about the four 

years it took him to 
write At The Festival. 
Anyone arriving at the 
end of  this richly evoca-
tive account of  Chelten-

ham’s most famous races 
- a labour of  love, beyond 

question - will marvel that 
he managed it so quickly. 

Here are the heart-stop-
ping finishes up the famous 
hill, the joy, the sadness, 
the lingering regret over 
chances missed, the stories 
behind the stories. Here we 
have Jonjo O’Neill, years 
and years after the event, 
admitting he is still ashamed 
of  himself  for hitting Sea 
Pigeon when a Champion 
Hurdle was slipping away. 

Or John Francome ac-
knowledging that Bula and 
Lanzarote, supremely tal-
ented hurdlers though they 
undoubtedly were, never 
quite mastered the contrast-
ing discipline of  steeplechas-

ing and were never going to 
win a Gold Cup. And here, 
towards the end of  460 rivet-
ing pages, is Ken Bridgwater 
quietly shuffling off  this 
mortal coil in the way he 
would probably have chosen, 
having just fed his beloved 
mare Winnie The Witch.

Austen, a Timeform 
stalwart for many years, has 
taken the forensic analysis 
associated with that illustri-
ous organisation and over-
laid it with deeply human 
stories. As the down-to-earth 
David Bridgwater, a man so 
straight the words ‘off ’ and 
‘not off ’ might just as well 
be written in Swahili, points 
out: “When you’ve struggled 
as a trainer all your life, 
or whatever Dad did, and 
struggled to clothe us as kids, 
to then win that (the County 
Hurdle) - it means so much 
more than Nicky Henderson 
winning the Gold Cup with 
Long Run, or any other Gold 
Cup winner trained by a big 
yard. It’s just so much more.”

Austen, whose grandfather 
bred the brilliant if  enigmat-
ic Birds Nest, attended his 
first Cheltenham Festival in 
1981 at the age of  15 and has 
been in love with the free-
wheeling extravaganza ever 
since. His throat is probably 
still sore from roaring David 
and Winnie The Witch home 
(33/1 but far from a no-hoper 
on form) a decade later and 

although all of  the big names 
are in At The Festival - you 
would buy it for the riveting 
section on Dawn Run alone 
- the romantic in him turns 
again to the smaller stables 
and the least likely denoue-
ments.

Again, a Timeform-like 
attention to detail surfaces 
as he mentions how rare it is 
to encounter heavy ground 
at the festival these days, 
whereas it was once accepted 
with a shrug of  the shoul-
ders. Ikdam would not 
have won the 1989 Tri-
umph Hurdle at 66/1 on 
any other surface but 
it rained and rained 
and those at Richard 
Holder’s Portbury, 
Bristol yard feared 
an abandonment. 

What a chapter 
this is! Full of  Bris-
tol characters and 
Holder’s penchant 
for all-night card 
games before su-
pervising first lot. 
This extraordi-
nary story, with 
Paul Holder, a 
chip off  the old 
block if  ever 
there was one, 
adding bits 
and pieces 
along the 
way, would 
stand on its own 
but Austen finds room to tell 

us what happened to them 
all - Richard no longer with 
us, former son-in-law Pat 
Murphy away in another par-
ish these days, jockey Nigel 
Coleman sadly never the 
same after a brutal fall.

If  you love Cheltenham 
you will love At The Festival. 
Racing is blessed with some 
very fine writers but I doubt 
there will be a better book 
this year.  

At The Races by Richard 
Austen, Sportsbooks Limited, 
£20

Dazzle the competition with Diamante

Rambo Diamante Show Rug – perfect for a glamorous look at the show 
grounds. Made from a luxurious yet breathable, and durable wool like 
outer. Cut to our classic design, this high wicking show quality rug has 
a padded wither area and a hidden surcingle for added security. RRP 
€160.00.

Rambo Diamante Saddle Pad – Add sparkle to make your saddle pad 
go from ordinary to extraordinary. Dirt resistant outer with decorative 
plush quilting, trimmed with glitzy diamante cording and embroidery. 
The ultimate, luxuriously soft saddle pad for the show ring. Available in 
white or black with diamante. Show Jump Pad or Dressage Pad. Sizes 
Pony/Cob Cob/Horse. RRP £50.00/€60.00.

Must have for curling up by the 
fire this winter! Denim or cerise. 
Available in both kids and adult 
sizes. RRP: £45.95/€59.95 
(Kids). £49.95/€69.95 (Adult)

Rambo Waterproof Dog Rug 
– Perfect for Christmas as it 
is green with red trim! RRP 
£30.00/€31.00 for XXXS-S. 
£35.00/€39.00 for M-XXXL.

Give a little this Christmas

Become part of Ireland’s racing capital

Wish upon a star If you love Cheltenham you will love At The Festival

T RI has selected some clas-
sic pieces which would 
make a lovely addition to 
any home this Christmas 

and would provide fun and 
laughter for years to come. I am 
sure many of  Ireland’s riders 
started out aboard their child-
hood rocking horse and these 
make ideal gifts for little 
jockeys!

Web: triequestrian.ie 

Rock around the Christmas tree  
Traditional handmade wooden rock-

ing horse. Beautifully hand 
carved from hardwood 

with real horsehair 
mane and tail and 
leather saddle and 
bridle. Available in 
different colours and 
sizes. Prices from: 

€975.00.

Our beautiful 
Baby Rocker 
with a softly 
padded integral 
seat provides 
substantial sup-
port and com-
fort for even 
the youngest 

rider! With three styles to choose 
from and soothing sounds and 

music, these make ideal gifts for 
little jockeys!
Suitable from 12 months. 
Price: €79.50.

Novelty 
toilet 
seats for 
all your 
friends to enjoy!
Price: €59.00.

Bottle of 
penicillin 
Code: 1010
 

Supply of pain kill-
ers for one week. 
Code: 1012

Visit from the 
farrier
Code: 1016

€25

€30

€30

€50

Visit from the 
dentist
Code: 1015

Tom Ford navy wool 
suit €2755, Eton shirt 

€129, Lanvin tie €115, 
Canali cashmere scarf 

€240, Church’s loaf-
ers €520

Dolce & Gab-
bana black cape 
and mini dress 

with floral detail. 
Cape €4,840 

Dress €860

 ■GO RACING IN KILDARE
Tel: 045 441205
Email: info@gorac-
inginkildare.ie
Web: goracinginkildare.ie


