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  ■ Leanne O’Sullivan

L AST year Horse Sport 
Ireland, Teagasc and 
the Royal Dublin Soci-
ety authored a report 

titled Reaching New Heights 
(RNH). The report focused 
collectively on the future 
of  the sport horse industry 
and how it needs to evolve. 
Among the aims is for the in-
dustry to utilise the most so-
phisticated science and skills 
to breed and produce horses 
of  the highest international 
standards by 2025.

Ballypatrick Stables, 
the home of  international 
showjumper Greg Broderick 
and his sister, sport horse 
breeder Cheryl Broderick, is 
way ahead of  the programme 
and here is why:

 Ô The Brodericks incorpo-
rated embryo transfer into 
Ballypatrick’s breeding 
programme six years ago. 

 Ô Last year, Ballypatrick 
Stables produced a colt 
foal by Elvis Ter Putte out 
of  Ballypatrick Flight, 
born by embryo transfer 
which went on to top the 
Breeders Classic Foal 
Sale, selling for €22,000 
to international show 
jumper Shane Breen. 

 Ô In 2013 Greg Broderick 
and the Captain Clover 
(ISH) mare Arraghbeg 
Clover (ISH) recorded a 
superb win at the five-
year-old final at the FEI / 
WBFSH World Breeding 
Jumping Championships 
for Young Horses at La-
naken. She went on to top 
an elite show jumping sale 
at €400,000 and was sold 
to Russian show jumper 
Vladimir Beletzkyi.

 Ô In 2014 Broderick became 
the only rider in history to 
have a clean sweep in the 
young horse champion-
ships in Dublin winning 
the four, five and six-year-
old Championships.

 Ô The success of  this 
family-run sport horse 

business culminated last 
summer when home-pro-
duced MHS Going Global 
jumped a double clear in 
the Aga Khan to help Ire-
land win on home soil.

 Ô Just last week, one of  
Greg’s students, Alberto 
Hawa from Mexico, who 
has been training with 
him for the past year 
won the RDS qualifier in 
Mullingar riding his own 
horse, Billy Cevelle.

Few would dispute that the 
Brodericks are qualified to 
advise fellow horse owners 
on how they can maximise 
the success of  their opera-
tion, on whatever scale that 
may be. I took a trip to Bal-
lypatrick earlier this week 
and it gave me an invaluable 
insight into how a success-
ful equine business is run, 
acquiring tips and advice 
that could not only be applied 
by breeders but by the sport 
horse industry as a whole.

MAXIMISING POTENTIAL
What is evident from the 
results outlined above is that 
the Ballypatrick business is 
operating successfully across 
the board. Five aspects of  
Ballypatrick’s operation 
stood out as key to their suc-
cess. They were as follows:

Work ethic 
Ballypatrick is respon-
sible for the care of  

almost 200 horses, from foals 
right up to elite show jump-
ers. The business encompass-
es breeding, producing, com-
peting, selling and coaching. 
When I asked Greg Broderick 
how Ballypatrick can make 
all of  this work his reply was 
simple: “Every man only has 
two hands, you can only do so 
much. The people who make 
up the team here are equally 

as important to the success 
of  this operation. 

“I couldn’t compete 
internationally and give my 
full attention to running a 
breeding enterprise. Each 
area requires knowledge and 
dedication and that’s what 
my team offer.” Evidently 
this is the same for a number 
of  top Irish riders as Ber-
tram Allen, Michael Quirke 
and Kevin Babington have 
sent their own broodmares to 
Ireland to be cared for by the 
team at Ballypatrick Stables.

Another key trait of  the 
Ballypatrick enterprise is pa-
tience. Broderick explained: 
“MHS Going Global showed 
great ability as a young horse 
and there was a lot of  inter-
est in him, but he didn’t win 
a class until he was an eight-
year-old. We employ a quiet 
method of  production here 
at Ballypatrick, we don’t like 
to rush things and we have 
found this helps produce a 
horse to its fullest potential.

“The young horse classes 
are very competitive and 
the standard is very high. 
Some horses are ready to be 
competitive at a young age 
and others, who are bigger, 
need more time. It’s up to the 
rider to know which ones 
you can try and win on at a 
young age  and which will be 
better as an older horse over 
the bigger fences.”

Cheryl echoed this when 
discussing the breeding 
operation. “We would have 
a number of  late foals each 
year, sometimes as late as 
October which means the 
foal will have missed out 
on summer grass, however, 
we are content to give that 
foal all the time it needs to 
develop.

“The young stock stay in 
the breeding yard until the 
age of  three ,where they will 
be well handled and lung-
ing left and right over small 
jumps, before moving into 
the competition yard to be 
broken. Most horses move to 
the competition yard during 
the winter as a three-year-
old. A well educated young 
horse saves a lot of  time 
when they progress to being 
backed and ridden.”

Value of  learning 
and knowledge 
transfer 

Cheryl Broderick explained 
that communication between 
rider and breeder is key to 
producing horses of  the high-
est international standards. 
“Here at Ballypatrick, Greg 
has ridden a lot of  our breed-
ing mares so he is aware of  
what areas the mare may 
need to improve upon. Greg 
and his cousin Daragh Mc-
Carthy also attend the auc-

tions and young horse classes 
around Europe, from which 
they bring back knowledge 
of  crosses that are working 
well and what stallions are 
breeding the most consistent 
and commercial young stock. 

“Breeders shouldn’t be 
isolated from shows. Riders 
are more than happy to talk 
to breeders and I would 
encourage them to contact 
riders for advice as riders get 
a true feeling of  a horse from 
their back, an insight the 

breeder may not have, and, 
at the end of  the day they are 
the ones that will be riding 
the horses.” 

Attending these events 
also acts as a showcase for 
young stallions which Greg 
and Cheryl may choose to 
use on the broodmares at 
Ballypatrick before the stal-
lion goes on to compete at 
higher levels.

Greg mentioned the young 
Hanoverian stallion, Cinsey, 
produced in Germany by 

Laura Klaphake. 
The young stallion, by 

Contendro I out of  a For 
Pleasure mare, caught his 
eye at a young age. “I liked 
the overall look of  him, he 
is a nice modern type with a 
balanced way of  going and 
he had a snaffle mouth, I 
believed he would produce 
a commercial type.” Cheryl 
intends to use Cinsey as part 
of  the breeding programme 
at Ballypatrick Stables this 
year.

  ■ Leanne O’Sullivan 

LYME disease is an infec-
tious bacterial disease 
spread by ticks. Ticks are 
tiny spider-like creatures 
that feed on the blood of  
mammals and birds and 
will also feed on the blood 
of  humans and occasionally 
dogs, according to Dr Paul 
McKeown, HPSC Specialist 
in Public Health Medicine.

Ticks are more numerous 
and more active in the sum-
mer months, therefore people 
engaged in outdoor pursuits 
such as horse riding could be 
at risk. 

Ticks generally have to 
be attached to a person for 
a number of  hours before 
passing on the infection, so 
rapid removal of  ticks is 
important. 

If  a tick is removed within 
a few hours, the risk of  infec-
tion is low. 

If  you find a tick, re-
move it and consult your 
GP if  symptoms such as an 
expanding area of  redness 
at the site of  the tick bite or 
fever, headache and tiredness 
develop. 

Tick bites can be pre-
vented by:

 Ô Wearing long trousers, 
long sleeved shirt and 
shoes.

 Ô Using an insect repellent.
 Ô Checking skin, hair and 

warm skin folds (especial-
ly the neck and scalp of  
children) for ticks, after a 
day out.

 Ô Removing any ticks and 
consulting with a GP if  
symptoms develop.

 Ô If  you have been out with 
your horse or walking 
your dog, check him/her 
too.

For more advice visit hse.ie
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Ballypatrick 
Stables is a  
solid example 
of how an effec-
tive breeding 
strategy is key to 
producing horses 
of the highest 
international 
standards

HORSE 
SENSE
This weekly feature is  
edited by Leanne O’Sullivan. 
Leanne graduated with a 
BSc (Hons) in Equine Man-
agement from the College of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Enterprise (CAFRE) –  
Enniskillen Campus. 

An eye for  
opportunity 
In the past, show jump-

ing mares had to finish out 
their jumping careers before 
starting their new life as a 
broodmare. Many top-class 
Irish mares were sold out of  
the country as their com-
petitive careers were just 
beginning, resulting in the 
permanent loss of  valuable 
Irish dam lines. 

The Brodericks saw an op-
portunity that could rectify 

this issue in the future. “At 
Ballypatrick we wanted 
to take foals from the top 
performance mares early in 
their career. 

“We decided in order to 
speed up our breeding pro-
gramme and keep the strong 
pedigree, embryo transfer 
was the way forward.

“Many of  the mares we 
take embryos from are at the 
peak of  their show jumping 
careers and taking time out 
from the sport to have a foal 

is not an option. Embryo 
transfer allows the mares 
to continue jumping while 
reproducing, and sometimes 
even produce multiple foals 
per year. 

“Our first attempt at doing 
embryo transfers was after 
Ballypatrick Mystique won 
a bronze medal at the World 
Breeding Championships 
in Lanaken, Belgium. She 
had a fantastic pedigree and 
strong results so keeping 
her pedigree in Ballypatrick 

was important and embryo 
transfer made that possible. 
At the time we were lucky to 
get a twin flush (two foals) 
from her. Two filly foals, both 
by Indoctro, were born 11 
months later and they are 
now part of  our breeding 
programme.”

Ballypatrick also breed a 
number of  well-bred mares 
prior to their jumping 
careers. For example a three-
year-old mare by Emilion has 
a colt foal by Vigo at foot and 
once the foal is weaned she 
will continue on to a show 
jumping career. “This allows 
us to be producing a foal 
while the mare is out proving 
herself  on the competition 
circuit, hopefully making 
that foal more valuable as 
time goes on.”

Even though Ballypatrick 
is now operating an all in-
clusive sport horse produc-
tion system, the dealing and 
selling part of  the business is 
very important and requires 
constant monitoring. The 
Brodericks are constantly 
keeping an eye out for new 
stock and will often buy hors-
es in Ireland and Europe.

Quality control
The market for top-
level sport horses 

demands a horse that is free 
from any developmental 
abnormalities. At Ballypat-
rick only high-quality mares 
and stallions with good 
conformation are selected 
for breeding. At Ballypatrick 
all the horses are X-rayed as 
two-year-olds. In this way 
any issues are highlighted 
and can be addressed as early 
as possible. Cheryl pointed 
out: “We keep a very good 
record of  X-ray results. If  we 
find that horses by a certain 
stallion or out of  a certain 
mare are producing similar 
issues under X-ray we will 
eliminate that horse from 
the breeding programme 
so as not to keep passing on 
undesirable traits.”

Top on-site facilities
Every element of  the 
business at Bally-

patrick utilises the latest in 
modern facilities. Just re-
cently Greg Broderick built 
a large indoor arena (100 
x 220 ft.)and outdoor grass 
arena with a derby bank. 
This enables his horses to be 
comfortable competing on a 
range of  different surfaces. 
The competition yard also 
has a separate loose jumping 
ring and indoor horse walker.

Ballypatrick Stables have 
also invested in state of  the 
art breeding facilities. The 
new facilities include stocks 
for the breeding yard and 
a temperature controlled 

laboratory. The stocks are 
entirely padded and there is 
a another padded area at the 
front of  the stocks where a 
foal can be managed safely. 
Ballypatrick Stables have the 
first private laboratory for 
carrying out embryo transfer 
and artificial insemination. 
Greg Broderick explained 
the benefits of  having these 
facilities on-site: “When it 
comes to breeding, it is so im-
portant that the mare doesn’t 
become stressed or anxious, 
often the travel to stud or the 
upset caused by being kept in 
an unfamiliar place causes 
issues, there is also a higher 
risk of  disease. By having 
the facilities here, the mares 
are completely comfortable 
in their surrounding and we 
can reduce the risk of  dis-
ease as much as possible.”

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
According to the Reaching 
New Heights report, sustain-
able development of  the Irish 
sport horse industry requires 
fully appreciating the link 
between breeding strategies 
and sporting success in both 
eventing and show jumping 
and consequent return on 
investment. Cheryl Broder-
ick advises communication 
between rider and breeder 
is key to producing horses 
of  the highest international 
standards. Again, the report 
states that an effective breed-
ing strategy must combine 
the following key elements: 

 Ô Clearly defined breeding 
objectives. 

 Ô Accurate records on pedi-
gree and performance. 

 Ô Means of  identifying 
superior animals from 
which to breed, both 
stallions and mares, and 
in particular the identi-
fication of  performance 
families.

 Ô Objective evaluation is 
essential for breeding 
success.

 Ô Rigorous and sustained 
mare and stallion selec-
tion processes.

 Ô Wide scale use of  A.I. and 
selected use of  E.T. to ac-
celerate the dissemination 
of  superior genes.

As former Minister for 
Agriculture Simon Coveney 
stated in the foreword to the 
10-year strategy: “It now falls 
to all involved to respond 
positively to the findings 
and ideas which have been 
distilled into this report and 
work to turn what it deems 
possible and desirable into a 
reality.”

Ballypatrick Stables is a 
solid example of  how effec-
tive this type of  strategy can 
be.

Team Ballypatrick 
Matthew Calder-

wood, Darragh Ryan, 
Ashleigh Skillen, 
Greg Broderick, 

David Connors and 
Lizzie Aldridge

Ní Riain Photography

Every element 
of the business 
at Ballypatrick 

utilises the 
latest in modern 

facilities

Ballypatrick Stables’ colt 
foal by Elvis Ter Putte out 
of the dam Ballypatrick 
Flight, born by embryo 

transfer, topped the Irish 
Breeders Classic foal 

sale in 2015, selling for 
€22,000
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Communication 
between rider and 

breeder is key

Greg Broderick and 
Arraghbeg Clover 

on their way to 
winning the Irish 
Breeders Classic

Greg Broderick 
and MHS Going 
Global jumping 

double clear 
to win the Aga 

Khan Trophy for 
Ireland
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