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 A68 IRISH PONY CLUB

  ■ Margie McLoone 

ORIEL member Jane McClean 
recorded back-to-back wins 
in the Irish Pony Club show 
jumping classic at Coilog EC 
last Sunday.

The 17-year-old was again 
riding her 2014 winner, Son-
concorde, a 16-year-old Dutch 
Warmblood gelding by Con-
corde out of  an Ahorn mare. 
Although nearly 17hh, the bay 
is well-balanced and respon-
sive and McClean was more 
than happy that he would 
cope with George Georgiev’s 
jump-off  track as well as his 
pony rivals.

Just four of  the 11 start-
ers qualified for the second 
round and, third to jump, Mc-
Clean left all the poles intact 
in 40.96 seconds. Last in, Lau-
ryn Waugh of  the Muskerry 
branch only had to go clear to 
finish second, which she did 
on the 148cms grade A gelding 
Ballykeelaune Euro. Kilken-
ny’s Grace O’Donnell finished 
third on Strider, while Sligo’s 
Roisin Walsh filled fourth 
place on Trendy Blue.

ARMY TRAINING
Sunday’s win rounded off  a 
good pony club season for Mc-
Clean who narrowly missed 
out on winning the Connol-
ly’s Red Mills open eventing 
championships at Tattersalls 
last month when, leading go-
ing into the final show jump-
ing phase, she unfortunately 
had two fences down with 
Dream Well, finishing third.

McClean, who is trained 
on the flat by Christina Keane 
and in show jumping by Linda 
Fahey, just failed to qualify for 
RDS young riders 1.30m cham-
pionship with Sonconcorde 
when just two seconds outside 

the time at Ennis.
The Ardee rider enjoyed 

her 2014 classic win of  a 
week’s training for herself  
and her horse at the Army Eq-
uitation School at the start of  

the year and she is very much 
looking forward to returning 
to McKee Barracks in early 
2016. She will be joined by 
Waugh, who also won a prize 
of  a week’s training with 

their accommodation costs 
being covered by the IPC.

Given that there are two 
such great prizes on offer 
in the classic, it’s a pity that 
the competition isn’t pushed 

more by the IPC and at branch 
level.

Longford’s Derek Shaw, 
who failed to qualify for the 
jump-off  round in the 1.20m 
classic but did finish fifth on 

Lewinja, partnered the same 
horse to win the 1.10m classic 
finder, winning an IPC bur-
sary of  €150 in the process. 
Only six of  the 24 entries pro-
gressed to the jump-off  round 
where Shaw proved unbeat-
able on Lewinja, a 14-year-old 
German-bred mare by Lauda-
tio.

Lauryn Waugh finished 
third on Ballykeelaune Euro, 
the pair being split by Shaw’s 
Longford clubmate Rebecca 
Yorke who slotted into second 
place with another German-
bred mare, Classified One, an 
eight-year-old by Contender.

James Kavanagh finished 
fourth with Coppenagh Pride, 
the Carlow combination fol-
lowing up their win in the 
opening classic starter com-
petition where 27 entries took 
on the one-metre track, with 
16 making it through to the 
jump-off  round.

Maria Cairns, a member of  
the Wexford branch, finished 
second on the 11-year-old 
grade A mare Mayday Cruise 
(by Cruising’s Ambassador) 
with the Golden Vale’s Me-
gan Sheedy placing third on 
the 16-year-old Irish draught 
mare Featherbed Lass (by 
Carrabawn View) who also 
competes under riding club 
rules.

The classic is organised by 
the IPC’s chairman of  show 
jumping Sylvaine Galligan 
who was joined on Sunday by 
the association’s chairman 
Barbara Micks and Marina 
Brennan, the eventing chair.

THE Carlow branch of  the 
Irish Pony Club held a novice 
one-day event last Sunday at 
Newtownbarry House, Buncl-
ody with kind permission of  
the Norton family.

Fourteen combinations 
started in the intermediate 
class but just eight managed 
to complete, half  of  these fin-
ishing on on their dressage 
scores. 

Topping the leaderboard 
throughout was Kildare’s 
Peter Dillon who won on a 
penalty score of  33 with the 
15-year-old Ramiro B gelding 
Domestic Incident.

Representing the Island 
branch, Fergal Granell fin-
ished second with the six-
year-old French Buffet mare 
Une Petite Pomme Francaise 
(36) who was bred by Wexford 
artist and event rider Dale 
Adams.

Keeping up the good start 
for the boys on Sunday, Cian 
Springate of  the Kildare 
branch who won the first spe-

cial ‘Tatts’ intermediate class 
with Mullybrannon Diamond 
who his sister Sadhbh had 
ridden at the championships, 
where both siblings were on 
the winning Kildare interme-
diate team.

Springate and Mullybran-
non Diamond, a seven-year-
old bay gelding by Dario, com-
pleted on their dressage score 
of  20.6 which left them nearly 
four penalty points clear of  
Carlow’s Megan Telford Kelly 
and the Connemara Fond Of  
A Drop (24.2), a nine-year-
old grey gelding by Ashfield 
Storm Cloud.

Telford Kelly went one bet-
ter in section B of  the junior 
class when winning on her 
dressage score of  30.4 with the 
Connemara gelding Letterdy-
fe Locke. The five-year-old by 
Glencarrig Prince is entered 
for the EI 90P at Lisgarvan 
House tomorrow (Sunday) 
when Fond Of  A Drop goes in 
the CNCP** class.

The EI 90P national cham-

pion rider Annalise Cullen 
finished second on the six-
year-old Callowfeenish Mair-
tin gelding Kilcreene Jasper 
who she started riding for the 
Doyle family just three weeks 
ago. They led after the first 
phase on 26.7 but, with a fence 
down show jumping, had to 
settle for second place.

IMPRESSIVE SUCCESS
Alannah Kelly of  the Laois 
branch recorded an impres-
sive success on the eight-year-
old black mare Killington 
Lady in section A which she 
claimed on her winning dres-
sage score of  21.3 penalties. 
Shillelagh’s Ella Byrne fin-
ished second with the seven-
year-old skewbald mare Paul-
beg Cointreau (by Woodbrook 
Cognac).

The special ‘Tatts’ junior 
class also went to a member 
of  the Laois club, Anna Ridge-
way, who won on her flat work 
mark of  27.5 penalties with 
the six-year-old grey gelding 

Anna’s Thunderstruck.
The Carlows were gener-

ous with their rosettes and 
presented blue ribbons to 
both their own Allanah Walsh 
(OTT) and Newcastle Lyons’s 
Emma Brady (The Blonde 
Bombshell) who finished the 
day on their first phase scores 
of  28.3. Disappointingly for 
the North Kilkennys’ Owen de 
Pelsmaker who led after dres-
sage on 25 penalties, he had a 
stop across the country with 
Rasor Sharp.

The under 12 class was also 
divided and a second Alan-
nah Kelly, this one an 11-year-
old representing the Island 
branch, landed section A on 
her dressage score of  27 with 
Mintfield Rosebud, a 15-year-
old 128cms Welsh mare by Cot-
trell Royal Consort.

Just a penalty point adrift, 
Amy Hurley from Laois fin-
ished second on the 18-year-
old chesnut gelding The Big 
Bossman while the Brays’ 
Faye Durkan and Ralph D.J., 

the dressage winners on 26.5, 
dropped out of  contention 
with a stop on the final leg.

In section B, honours went 
to 10-year-old Sophie Walsh of  
the host branch who complet-
ed on her flat work mark of  26 
penalties with Que To Call, a 
17-year-old dun mare, while 
eight-year-old Tiggy Hancock 
finished second with Longth-
waite Red Robin.

Nine-year-old Lottie Ross 
of  the Kildare branch per-
formed an excellent test on 
Stonehavens Dazzler to lead 
on 24.5 but had a fence down 
show jumping before being 
eliminated across the country.

Carlow’s Lily Redmond, 
one of  two six-year-olds in 
section A of  the under 10 
class, recorded a resounding 
success when completing on 
her winning dressage score 
of  16.9 with the Welsh sec-
tion B gelding Brynvane Eu-
fron. Riding Royal Champion, 
Lauren Spencer of  the Island 
branch was second through-

out on 22.3.
The result was a lot closer 

in section B where the hon-
ours went to Alisha Vard of  
the Bray branch riding the 
16-year-old dun gelding The 
Mane Man. She completed on 
her winning flat work mark of  
21.5, just ahead of  the Islands’ 
Bridin Doyle on Ballinlow 
(22.3).

TRAINING CLASSES
Two combined training class-
es were also held on Sunday, 
Warrington’s Holly Hutchin-
son winning the under 12 
class on Park Dewdrop while 
best in the under 10 class was 
the Carlow representative 
Caoimhe Curran on Pixie.

All competitors in the un-
der 10 classes were presented 
with brushes sponsored by 
Glanbia Goresbridge while 
many of  the prizes came from 
Kate’s Tack Shop Bunclody, a 
great supporter of  the pony 
club who was on-site on Sun-
day.
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McClean records a classic double
Jane McClean and Sonconcorde 
recorded back-to-back wins in 
the Irish Pony Club show jumping 
classic at Coilog EC pictured with 
her sister Molly McClean

Nothing incidental about Peter Dillon’s Bunclody win


