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  ■ Margie McLoone 

A FIVE hour journey north 
from Kildinan, Co Cork, last 
Friday paid dividends for Re-
becca Dunlea as the follow-
ing day she won the Connol-
ly’s Red Mills Super League 
A/CNC** championship at 
Loughanmore with Cashelane 
Captain.

It was most disappoint-
ing that only three horses 
contested the championship 
given that it had a first prize 
of  €1,500 plus a €100 feed 
voucher and other items with 
good prizes too for second and 
third. Dunlea had already won 
the league with her Captain 
Clover 12-year-old and will be 
sponsored for next season by 
the Co Kilkenny animal feed 
company.

Cashelane Captain led af-
ter Rosie Gomes’s judging of  
the dressage phase (51.6) but 
dropped back to second with 
4.8 cross-country time penal-
ties. 

However, the dark brown 
gelding was left in front again 
when the Emma Jackson-
partnered Amy B, who was 
seventh the previous weekend 
in the CIC** at Millstreet and 
who beat the clock on the sec-
ond leg here, had an expensive 
pole down show jumping for a 
completion score of  57.7.

Steven Smith, who finished 
third on Bonito (65.9), was the 
only one to get home within 
the time on Anvil Lodge 
Pinnochio in the CNC** 
class which was also very 
poorly supported with just 
five runners. The eight-year-
old Grange Bouncer gelding, 
who was making his debut at 
his level having won his pre-
vious two starts in open nov-
ice company, had a pole down 
show jumping for a comple-
tion score of  38.6.

Clare Abbot led after dres-
sage (33) with another two-

star newcomer, Ballycar-
ron Lad, but the 13-year-old 
Snurge gelding, who was 
beaten a neck when second 
here in a winners’ race back 
in 2009 on his last start in a 
point-to-point, picked up 6.8 

cross-country penalties before 
show jumping clear (39.8).

There were very few prob-
lems on the Vina Buller-de-
signed cross-country tracks 
throughout the day although 
fence 10, the water, caught out 

a few in the EI 100 class won on 
her dressage score of  25.3 by 
Alex Houston and her smart 
six-year-old Amiro M gelding 
Amiro Hemmingway. 

A very wet Tegan White 
was very annoyed with her-

self  following her fall with 
Lenamore Lux.

In contrast, the ground 
had dried up considerably at 
Loughanmore in the preced-
ing few days and the going 
was perfect.

LOCAL rider Sarah Sproule 
recorded an all-the-way suc-
cess at Loughanmore on 
Saturday when winning the 
CNC* class with Lyleview On 
Time, a horse she had been 
sent to produce for sale and 
ended up buying herself.

Although only 158cms, the 
12-year-old black Goodtimes 
gelding is full of  presence 
and, having been produced up 
to medium level by Lucinda 
Webb-Graham, is certainly 
one to catch the eye in the dres-
sage phase. He did so again on 
Saturday, topping Janet Hall’s 
rankings on 24.3 penalties and 
remaining on that score until 
the end of  the day. “I got the 
horse last October to do some 
show jumping with him in ad-
vance of  being sold and liked 
him so much that I decided 
to buy him myself,” revealed 
Sproule who is about to start 
third year studying geogra-
phy at Queen’s University. 
“He was actually bred to be a 
jumper, being a half-brother 

to the Grade A mare Carlyle’s 
Daughter (by Countach) and 
Lyleview Supreme (by Su-
preme Ginger) but just never 
grew. I plan to do Knockany 
and Scarvagh with Lyleview 
On Time and then he’ll be 
off  for the winter so that I 
can concentrate on my other 
horse, River Diamond Rebel,” 
continued Sproule whose 
last EI win had also come at 
Loughanmore – in 2011. “I 
rode out for Colin McKeever, 
who trains Wilson Dennison’s 
point-to-point horses here, 
from November to May so you 
could say I know the lie of  the 
land!”

Another to know the venue 
well is Dennison’s daughter 
Caroline. She finished fourth 
in the amateur one-star class 
on Mill Bay whose Neil Mor-
rison-partnered half-brother 
Black Ice held on to second 
place in the CNC* on a total 
of  30 in spite of  a pole down 
show jumping. Also owned 
by Dennison, the five-year-old 

Vechta gelding was having 
just his second EI start.

Co Kildare’s Camilla 
Speirs, who had a good trip 
north with her younger 
horses, won the two-runner 
open novice class with Sally 
Corscadden’s thoroughbred 
gelding Goldman, the Gold 
Well seven-year-old complet-
ing on his dressage score.

Chloe Rooney won the final 
leg of  the Wilkie & Flanagan 
Solicitors CNCJ* league with 
her mother Yvonne’s nine-
year-old brown mare Molly 
May. The Downpatrick rider 
completed on her dressage 
score of  33.8, ahead of  Holly 
Wray, whose total of  37.9 on 
Lily Mae included 0.4 of  a 
cross-country time penalty. 
Toby Purce, who led after the 
first phase on 28.3, dropped to 
third when picking up 12 show 
jumping penalties with Stan 
From Meelin.

On their first start since 
representing Ireland at the 
European pony champion-

ships in Sweden, Izzy Riley 
and Monarch Of  The Glen 
(56.2) easily saw off  their sole 
opponents, Robyn McClus-
key and Blackhill Border Fox 
(76.5) to win the CNCP** class.

Both combinations had a 
fence down show jumping and 
the runners-up were lucky to 
remain as one when McClus-
key was nearly pitched out of  
the saddle jumping into the 
main water at 12. She recov-
ered well and in spite of  the 
error picked up just 1.6 cross-
country time penalties.

Robyn McFadden from 
Newtownards posted an all-
the-way success in the EI 
100J class where the only 
clear show jumping round 
came from the fourth-placed 
pairing of  Herbie Purce and 
Seapatrick Hamish (33.5). Mc-
Fadden had just the one pole 
down with the former point-
to-point gelding Teluel (29.5), 
a 10-year-old by Tel Quel, as 
she had when fifth in a strong 
class at Tattersalls last time 

out and when winning at Bal-
lyvannon

Hollie Smith won her first 
EI 100P at this event last year 
and doubled up when nar-
rowly landing the same class 
with Gucci III, in spite of  
adding four show jumping 
penalties to her winning dres-
sage score of  22.3. This was a 
third win of  the season for the 
Gilford combination. Another 
Newtownards rider, Kathryn 
McKibbin recorded her first 
victory under EI rules when 
landing the 17-runner 90P 
class on her dressage score of  
27 with her mother Karen’s 
12-year-old bay mare Antrim 
Moneypenny.

Bidding to follow on their 
victory at the Area 17 home 
championships the previous 
Saturday, Caitie Slater and 
Colour Code Chinook led after 
the first phase (26.8) but had a 
costly pole down show jump-
ing. Like many ponies at this 
time of  the year, the skewbald 
gelding is now on the market.

A WEEK on from the interna-
tional at Millstreet, it wasn’t 
surprising that there was a 
small entry of  just eight for 
the Irish Sport Horse eventing 
series CNC* for six-year-olds 
at Loughanmore. 

However, there was a turn-
up for the books on Saturday 
when Beltrim Sweet Clover, 
last after dressage, recorded 
the only double clear to win 
under Trevor Smith.

The Beach Ball mare com-
pleted on a score of  38, just 
ahead of  the Limmerick geld-
ing Carsonstown Lord (Cathe-
rine Robinson) whose total of  
39.5 included four show jump-
ing penalties. Andrew Greer, 
who returned to eventing last 
year at EI100 level following a 
12-year break, had two show 
jumps down to finish third 
(42.5) with Galdanagh, one of  
three horses in the field that 
had competed at the Co Cork 
event.

Bidding to double up on 
their win at Maddybenny 
seven days earlier, Steven 
Smith and Dream Master led 
following Debbie Osborough’s 
assessment of  the dressage 
phase (30). 

Clear show jumping, they 
looked set for victory until 
fence 15, the wee water, where 
the Ryelands Sea Master geld-
ing stood on his overreach 
boot coming out of  the water, 
stumbled and couldn’t jump 
the B element skinny.

Emma Jackson’s good 
round on the Tattersalls win-
ner Cushlas Skyimp ended 
when they parted company at 
the same fence.

Beltrim Sweet Clover, who 
was joint-third in the five-
year-old league last season 
having won the final leg at 
Scarvagh, was recording her 
first success at this level on 
Saturday. She was bred by 
her owner Lucida Blakiston 
Houston out of  the Triggerero 
mare Star Anise.

Steven Smith won the ISH 
five-year-old class on another 
mare, Diane Harron Eakin’s 
grey daughter of  Loch Cruise, 
EMS Florence (20.3) who, like 
all but three in the 13-strong 
class, finished on the score 
awarded by dressage judge 
Harold Bunting.

Co Wicklow raider Brianne 
Stanley finished second on the 
Harlequin Du Carel gelding 
Business Class (24), whose 
full-brother was in action at 
Burghley over the weekend, 
while Clare Abbott was just 
adrift in third on Airlie Beach 
(24.3), the only registered 
horse by Jump For Height (a 
son of  Beach Ball) out of  a 
Loughehoe Guy half-sister to 
Euro Prince.

Dressage judge Janet Hall 
was very impressed with 
Daisy Duggan’s two rides in 
the ISH four-year-old series 
but had the Tattersalls win-
ner Willows Peeping Pocket 
(25.3), a Chacoa gelding out of  
a full-sister to Tomgar Rem-
brandt, well ahead of  his sta-
ble-companion Briarhill Mar-
co (30.5) and they remained 
first and second to the finish.
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