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 A66 EVENTING

  ■ Sally Parkyn

THE Bogossian family 
wrapped up another success-
ful event season at Ballina-
mona with a well-supported 
fixture last weekend. 

Now in its fifth year as an 
affiliated EI venue, the Co  
Waterford event has estab-

lished itself  among the most 
popular events in the country 
and once again drew in excess 
250 runners. 

Running as it did within 
a week of  the Millstreet in-
ternational, the entry for the 
two-star classes was unsur-

prisingly a little lighter than 
usual. 

COMPENSATED
Any deficit was compensat-
ed however, when bumper 
fields boosted the runners in 
the EI 100, amateur and EI  

90 classes. 
“We have had tremendous 

support all season and to get 
this size of  entry so soon after 
Millstreet is very positive,”  
remarked David Bogossian. 

“We were lucky with the 
weather again and also with 

our good grass coverage. 
“I have to take this opportu-

nity to thank all our helpers, 
especially our resident show 
jumping judge and builder 
Noel Phelan, and flower and 
fence decorator Catherine 
Woods.” 

COMPETING in only his 
second event in 18 months, 
the Minister for Defence’s 
Ferns enjoyed a comfort-
able comeback victory in the 
O/CNC*. Heading the four 
runners from the front, the 
Geoff  Curran-ridden geld-
ing was smooth in all three 
phases, completing on his 
opening mark of  34.8. It was 
a perfect return for the nine-
year-old son of  Donnelly Cool 
Diamond, who, when ridden 
by Brian Curran-Cournane, 
was a member of  the Lion 
d’Angers squad in 2013. 

The gelding has since had 
14 months on the sidelines, 
and although Curran admit-
ted that the partnership has 
not entirely gelled yet, he has 
plans to run in a couple more 
national classes before the 
season is over. “He will make 
a smart little national horse 
if  not better,” commented the 
rider. “The track here was 
lovely. It was a good two-star 
course – there were plenty of  
combinations but everything 
was jumpable.” 

Chasing Curran through-
out, George Russell and Rock 
Spirit slotted into second spot, 
also holding their dressage 
score of  38.9. This was an-
other consistent performance 
from the son of  Spirit House, 
who in turn completed ahead 
of  Dominic Furnell with Bal-
lycahane Flower Power. All 
three made little of  the cross-
country test but the class was 
interrupted when the remain-
ing pairing of  Joanne Corish 
and Willows Dark Stranger 
parted company at the down-
hill ski fence to skinny (12ab). 
Picking up early at the first 
element, both horse and rider 
fell heavily, and while Joanne 
was taken to hospital for X-

rays and observation, early 
reports indicate nothing was 
broken. 

CNC**
The same fence proved a little 
problematic in the following 
CNC** but did not trouble 
Cathal Daniels and the nation-
al CNC* champion Sammy 
Davis Junior. Resuming his 
winning form, the precocious 
six-year-old opened in second 
spot on the flat and strength-
ened his claim for a Lion 
d’Angers call up by producing 

one of  just three double clear 
rounds (32.7). 

“I won a two-star here with 
Rioghan Rua when she was 
the same age,” recalled Dan-
iels. “So he’s following in her 
footsteps! Hopefully he is a 
strong candidate for France 
– he’s got a very cool head on 
him.”  

Reversing placings with 
the Galway man after a costly 
rail in the show jumping are-
na, Sam Watson completed in 
second (36.3) with Tullabeg 
Flamenco. Owned by Ballina-

mona host David Bogossian, 
the attractive dun cruised 
round his former home ter-
ritory, just pipping Edie Mur-
ray-Hayden aboard Caesars 
Gold (36.6). The latter was 
also clear around Noel Phel-
an’s influential show jumping 
course as was Daniels again 
with the fourth-placed Kilro-
dan Queen B. 

Problems in the coun-
try were few, although two 
clocked up isolated errors, 
and two walked home. Sophie 
Richards and SRS Adventure, 

were especially unlucky to 
be held just before the water, 
and starting from cold added 
20 penalties to their good 
opening score (33.9). Shannon 
Nelson (OLS Backchat) picked 
up the same faults at tricky 
downhill ski jump (12ab), a 
fence that also saw the retire-
ment of  Joanne Jarden and 
MJI Bonita. Completing the 
class with further drama, 
Aoife Daly and Limbo Rock 
parted company at the ‘wish-
ing well’ five from home.

Enjoying their return to 

one-star level, Karen Grey 
and Quite a Puzzle out per-
formed three other runners 
to head the O/CNC* on their 
first phase score of  23.3. Re-
cording their second win of  
the current campaign, they 
bettered Sadhbh McGrath 
(Bridgemans Cocoa Malt) as 
well as Antonia Ward with 
Versace Biscuit. “This is his 
first run here,” said the de-
lighted rider. “Due to work 
commitments this season has 
not really got going for us but 
we’re up and running now and 
may well go to Ballindenisk.” 
All four completed.

There were some very 
smart dressage scores in the 
CNC* but in the end time 
was the deciding factor. As 
a result, Fraser Duffy and 
Fernhill Zorro turned the 
tables on early leader Sarah 
Ennis to win on their opening 
score of  27.0. Deputising for 
owner Carol Gee, who was in 
Burghley supporting Fernhill 
Pimms, Duffy commented, “I 
would be happy to run him 
around a two-star tomorrow 
and I think he would make a 
mega junior or young rider 
prospect.” 

Less than a mark adrift 
on 27.8, Clare Lambert slot-
ted into second with John 
Swanton’s smart home-bred 
Ashmount Silva, from Jane 
O’Flynn aboard Camden Dia-
mond. Ennis, who collected a 
smattering of  time faults and 
a show jumping error with 
Westwinds Mackenzie and 
Duke of  Chester, went on to 
complete in fourth and fifth. 
There were a couple of  falls 
in the country and unusually 
in the show jumping where 
both Joseph Evans (Red Ruby 
Rouge) and Melanie Young 
(Sorbet) took heavy tumbles.  

IN comparison, the CNCJ* 
was trouble-free. In the top 
spot, Jackilynn Breslin 
clocked up her first win of  the 
year with RLE River Rock 
(34.8). The Co Wexford rider 
added just 0.8 time faults to 
her first phase score to edge 
ahead of  Robbie Kearns and 
the clean jumping Green 
Master (36.3) and the recent 
Tattersalls victors Michael C. 
Healy and Soverign Guy.  

Fresh from winning a 
bronze medal at the European 
championships, Zara Nelson 
and Millridge Buachaill 
Bui stamped their authority 
on the CNCP**. Once again, 
a tight time allowed prevented 
them from keeping an entirely 

clean sheet but their score of  
36.8 was good enough to better 
fellow squad member Isabel 
Persse and Mr Blueskies (41.3) 
as well as Hannah Adams and 
Myshall Rodge. 

Opening the EI 100 course 
in good style, Abbie Lucey 
narrowly landed her second 
pony win of  the current cam-
paign with the consistent 
Poulayone Eddie (30.0). The 
pair shared the same open-
ing and completion mark as 
Jenny Kuehnle (Rathlaneen 
Roy) but gained the victory as 
closest to the optimum time. 

In the junior sector, hon-
ours fell to Ella Boyle who 
produced a stunning flat work 
mark of  17.5. Despite rolling 

a coloured pole, Candy 737 
maintained his lead to head 
Shannon Sheridan on Uis-
neagh Miss Douglas (24.8) as 
well as Allanah Murphy with 
Ottoman Rebel (29.3). All 17 
runners completed without 
incident. 

ENNIS WIN
Moving on to the first of  two 
open sectors, Sarah Ennis 
recorded a good win aboard 
Miriam Cunning’s Sugar 
Bunnie. A full sister to En-
nis’s four-star partner Sugar 
Brown Babe, the daughter 
of  Porsch led from the front 
(30.0) to head the amateur duo 
of  Zoe Kavanagh and Castle-
kirk and also Luke Drea with 

Gorsehill Horatio. All 23 run-
ners completed, although Ann 
Lambert (Like Clockwork) 
was not alone when jumping 
the wrong fence in the coun-
try. 

Heading the second divi-
sion from the front (23.8) was 
Darragh Byrne riding Miss 
Tahiti for Kirsty Campbell. 
The ride on this lightly-cam-
paigned daughter of  Sover-
eign Water passed to Byrne 
just a few weeks ago and on 
this run really impressed. 
“She’s seven going on five,” 
said Byrne. “She green but 
felt great.” Following in dres-
sage order, Terence White 
filled second with the smart 
Ballinglen Dreamys Boy (24.8) 

and a busy Luke Drea, this 
time riding Ballylynan Black 
Beauty. As in the opening 
group, the majority jumped 
clear. Just two failed to com-
plete, and again an error of  
course was responsible for the 
elimination of  the well-placed 
Grovine Class Act and Eddie 
Burrell. 

Sophie Richards had been 
unlucky in the earlier CNC** 
but went on to land a satis-
fying EI 90 win with event 
debutante SRS Trending. 
The four-year-old daughter 
of  Future Trend, who holds 
an entry in the Go For Gold 
sale in November, shared a 
winning mark (30.3) with sec-
ond-placed Lyra Cruise Chip 

and George Russell. Having 
led dressage Karen Grey and 
Sherkin Masterpiece took a 
dislike to the hedge (4) in the 
country, while as the only oth-
er elimination Clare Lambert 
also clocked up green errors 
with Keep The Change.

Finally Lauren Andrews 
turned her EI debut into a 
winning one, when she headed 
the EI 90P field of  10 from the 
front. Riding fellow first-timer 
Paddy B, the duo produced 
a foot-perfect performance 
(33.8) to beat Crecora winners 
Charlotte Teehan and Railway 
Boy (35.0). 

Lucy Hancock and Cop-
penagh Spring Sparrow were 
also clear in third (35.5).
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