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 A58 DRESSAGE IRELAND NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

  ■ Rachel Dowley

ROLAND Tong was crowned 
Dressage Ireland’s National 
Champion at Cavan EC last 
weekend, at a championships 
dominated by Ireland’s most 
successful international rid-
ers. Riding his own and San-
dra Kirkpatrick’s Ambience, 
Tong began his campaign 
with a win in Friday’s inter 
II championship where he 
finished almost 5% ahead of  
reserve champions Sandra 
Blake Farrell and Saint Emil-
lion. He then went on to win 
the Grand Prix on an impres-
sive score of  70.600%, regain-
ing the coveted national title 
which he last earned in 2013.

Anne Marie Dunphy came 
closest to meeting Tong’s chal-
lenge but she had to settle for 
second place with her former 
national small tour champion, 
Urbanus.

Speaking at last Saturday’s 
prize-giving, Dressage Ire-
land’s chairman David Ke-
ane credited the importance 
of  supportive owners to the 
sport and Tong echoed this 
sentiment. Only a 10-year-old, 
Sandra Kirkpatrick’s Dutch-
bred gelding looks to be a ris-
ing star for Irish dressage. 

Tong went on to say that he 
was delighted with his horse’s 
performance, noting that: “He 
has the talent, he just needs to 
grow in confidence now.”

CLEAN SWEEP
Competing on home soil for 
the first time since represent-
ing Ireland in Aachen at this 
year’s European Champion-
ships, Judy Reynolds repeated 
the clean sweep of  small tour 
classes she achieved last year. 
Once again riding Zigal, Reyn-
olds broke the 70% barrier in 
all three of  these tests.

Kate Dwyer picked up a 
brace of  reserve titles, fin-
ishing second to Reynolds in 
both the Prix St Georges and 
the inter I with Snowdon Fa-
berge. In the PSG freestyle, it 
was the turn of  Camilla Al-
exandra Brogaard and Zilver 
Prince to finish second, while 
another Irish rider to make 
the trip from Britain, Abigail 
Hutton, finished third in each 
of  these classes.

Reynolds enjoyed further 
success in the international 
invitational classes. Held for 
the first time this year at all 
levels from elementary to 
advanced, these invitational 
classes offer Irish riders 
based abroad the opportunity 
to compete at the nationals 
without fulfilling the ordinary 
qualifications. They were also 
open to all Irish-based catego-
ry two riders. 

With her younger rides 
Luxor, Samoura and Bafin, 
Reynolds won all these class-
es except for the advanced, 
which went to Alice Hurley 
and Deseado CCV. Her domi-
nation of  these classes result-
ed in her being awarded the 
Ganly Walters-sponsored title 
of  leading international rider 
of  the show.

Based in Oxford with her 
owner and business partner 
Karen Bourdon, Hurley was 
another to make her journey 
across the Irish Sea worth-
while. With the black PRE 
stallion Deseado CCV, she also 
came to the fore in the nation-
al advanced championship, 
scoring 68.125% to relegate 
early leaders Rachel Dowley 
and Cadens into the reserve 
spot. 

Hurley was denied another 

national title however, hav-
ing to settle for second place 
behind Heike Holstein in both 
the advanced medium and the 
advanced medium freestyle 
classes. With Sambuca, Hol-
stein was another to make 
a clean sweep of  every class 
contested, as she went on to 
add the medium champion-
ship to her tally.

“I’m especially happy with 
Sambuca’s success this week-
end as I bred her myself,” said 
Holstein afterwards. Reflect-
ing on the enormous progress 
the daughter of  Samarant has 
made since winning both the 
prelim and young horse cham-
pionships last year, she said: 
“She has matured so much 
recently and I think she has 
a very bright future ahead of  
her.”

Another six year old to 

have matured a lot since last 
year’s championships was 
Marguerite McSweeney’s 
Flagranti, who added victory 
in the elementary category II 
championship to the reserve 
title they earned at medium. 
Scoring 72.647% on Saturday, 
they were able to overcome 
the lead Barbara Delahoyde 
had earlier established with 
Rubina. Delahoyde did not 
go home empty-handed how-
ever, as not only did she win 
the freestyle championship at 
this level, but she also claimed 
the perpetual trophy awarded 
to the highest scoring combi-
nation across all levels of  the 
freestyle class.

The novice category II 
championship was a closely 
fought affair, with the top 
three combinations all finish-
ing on averages of  over 67%. 

Despite strong challenges 
from both Eva O’Kelly and 
Christine Conway, Jennifer 
Egan consolidated the good 
form she showed at the Spruce 
Lodge Classic to take the title.

The preliminary equiva-
lent went to Nicola McKee 
aboard Carolyn Mellor’s Gou-
verneur M, while the Ganly 
Walters leading category II 
rider Tara Oliver edged ahead 
of  Lisa Dundee to take the re-
serve slot on collectives.

PONY POWER
Speaking after the champion-
ships, David Keane was ea-
ger to stress the strength and 
depth of  talented young rid-
ers which has been develop-
ing in Ireland over the course 
of  his first year as chairman 
and this was clearly demon-
strated in the results. For the 

first time a championship was 
held at FEI pony level and this 
was dominated by those rid-
ers who travelled to the Pony 
European Championships at 
Malmo earlier this year. 

Midland and western re-
gion’s Alana Cazabon Sulli-
van topped the leader board 
in this section, edging ahead 
of  her team mate Katie Burns 
and Caracas II. Sofie Walshe 
finished third with Horseleap 
Bruno.

However, the achievements 
of  these young riders were 
not confined to the underage 
classes, as Cazabon Sullivan 
managed an impressive one-
two in the medium freestyle 
championship. Judges Paula 
Nysten and Vida Tansey were 
unanimous in awarding her 
European mount Maverick 
S the winning score, while 
Schermeer’s Hof  Arendsoog 
finished exactly 2% behind 
his stable mate to take second. 
Walshe and Horseleap Bruno 
once again featured here, tak-
ing third on 66.333%.

While these three high per-
formance squad riders will 
have to make the transition 
onto horses next year, mem-
bers of  the HSI pony dressage 
development squad also made 
their mark at Cavan. 

Tara Hayes, who has bene-
fitted from training with Anne 
Marie Dunphy throughout 
the year as a member of  this 
squad, improved on what has 
already been a phenomenal 
season. Adding to victories 
at the BYRDS Home Interna-
tional, the Hickstead Masters 
and the winter finals, Hayes 
claimed both the U25 and the 
elementary category I na-
tional championships. Doing 
so made her the Ganly Wal-
ters leading category I rider, 
over what she described as a 
“dream of  a weekend.”

Junior rider and Silver 
Spurs bursary winner Lynn 
Clarke-Hearty was the only 
one to edge past Hayes all 
weekend, relegating her to 
the reserve spot in the novice 
category I championship.

Another to challenge Hayes 
for her dominance of  these 
classes was national cham-
pionships debutante Bonnie 
O’Reilly. Riding her eight-
year-old bay gelding Don 
Quixote III, O’Reilly came 
within 0.5% of  Hayes in the 
U25 championship. She went 
one better in the prelim cate-
gory I ride-off  however, scor-
ing an impressive 72.692% to 
take the title.

Dear Madam,

We, the Newcastle Lyons 
dressage team, would like to 

acknowledge the people and 
organisations that supported 
us on our recent trip to the 
UK Pony Club Champion-
ships in Cholmondeley Castle, 
Cheshire. 

We would like to thank 
the Irish Pony Club, the Irish 
Sports Council and Quinns of  
Naas for their generous spon-
sorship. 

We would also like to thank 
Barbara Micks, Mary Fitzpat-
rick, Dorothy Kinirons, our 
DC Grainne Alexander and 
Ronan Grassick transport for 
their phenomenal encourage-
ment and support. 

A big thank you must also 
go to Maureen and Kate Dw-
yer for their magnificent 
training and for having the 

belief  in us and our ponies. 
Thank you so much to our 
wonderful parents who made 
this trip a reality. 

We were very proud to rep-
resent the Irish Pony Club in 
the open team dressage and 
we really appreciate the help, 
support and guidance we re-
cieved. We enjoyed our expe-
rience immensely and we are 

looking forward to doing it all 
again in the future! 

Yours etc,
Niamh Condell
Orla Mattimoe

Maegen Fleming
Emily Nolan

Newcastle Lyons branch  
dressage team 

NOTE: Last week’s letter from 
Rosemary Wentges was mis-
takenly attributed and should 
have correctly read on behalf 
of the Pony Club working 
hunter team. Many apologies 
for this error to all concerned. 
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