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  ■ Brian Hennessy 

SHOW JUMPING Ireland offi-
cially launched the 2015 Gain/
Alltech Autumn Grand Prix 
series this week, which kicks-
off  at Ravensdale in Co Louth 
tomorrow (Sunday).

The series will visit 10 ven-
ues between now and Novem-
ber 6th, when the final leg will 
take place at Cavan Interna-
tional show. 

All but one of  the venues 
are in the northern half  of  
the country, with Wexford EC 
hosting the only round of  the 
series in the south.

This will be the fifth year 
of  the Gain and Alltech-spon-
sored league, which has been 
won for the last two years 
by Alexander Butler. Newly 
crowned national champion 
Butler, came out on top last 
year after a titanic tussle with 
Peter Smyth who eventually 
finished as runner-up.

Butler is now hoping to 
record a hat-trick of  wins 
and speaking this week, the 
Meath-based rider said: “I 
have been fortunate to have 
claimed the title for the past 
two years.

“Gain have sponsored me 
for the last number of  years 
and have been terrific sup-
porters to both myself  and the 
team back at home. Fingers 
crossed I can make it three-
in-a-row.”

SPONSORSHIP
Speaking at the launch of  the 
series, which took place at 
Warrington’s Top Flight EC 
in Co Kilkenny, SJI chairman 
Tony Hurley added: “This 
is fantastic news for Show 
Jumping Ireland that we have 
two global companies in Gain 
Horse Feeds and Alltech con-
tinuing their sponsorship 
with the Association, we are 
very grateful to them for their 
support.

“The Autumn Grand Prix 
league is extremely important 

to Show Jumping Ireland and 
always provides a thrilling fi-
nale to the season.”

Following this weekend’s 
opening leg at Ravensdale, 
the Autumn Grand Prix se-
ries will visit The Meadows, 
Kernans, Eglinton, Portmore, 
Killossery Lodge Stud and 
Wexford, while Cavan EC will 
host three rounds in total, 
including the final round in 
November.

Holly Geraghty, marketing 
coordinator at Alltech, com-
mented: “Alltech is delighted 
to sponsor the Autumn Grand 
Prix league, in partnership 
with Gain Horse Feeds, for the 
fifth consecutive year.”

FANTISTIC LEAGUE
“We look forward to another 
fantastic league and wish all 
competitors the very best of  
luck.”

Meanwhile Joanne Hurley, 
Irish equine country man-
ager at Gain Horse Feeds 
said: “Gain Horse Feeds has a 
very strong relationship with 
Alltech and we are delighted 
to partner with them once 
again to sponsor the Gain/
Alltech Grand Prix Autumn 
leagues.

“Many of  our customers 
are deeply involved in the 
show jumping industry and 

we see this collaboration as 
a great opportunity to under-
pin our commitment to this 
sector.”

Along with Alexander 
Butler’s double of  wins in 
2013 and 2015, the list of  for-
mer winners of  the Autumn 
Grand Prix league includes 
Olympic bronze medallist 
Cian O’Connor (2012), Peter 
Smyth (2011) and John Floody 
in 2010.

  ■ Brian Hennessy 

ONE of  the most famous and 
successful Irish Sport Horses 
in history, Abbervail Dream, 
passed away this week at the 
age of  28. 

Ridden for his entire career 
by Britain’s Di Lampard, Ab-
bervail Dream was bought in 
Ireland in 1990 by Robert and 
Dina Verburgt as an unbroken 
three-year-old from Dr Noel 
Cawley.

Born liver chesnut before 
turning much darker in co-
lour as he got older, Abbervail 
Dream was by Chair Lift out 
of  the dam Killea Beauty who 
was by Smooth Stepper and he 
was bred-by Majorie Quarton 
from Co Tipperary.

DI LAMPARD
“Mac” as he was affectionate-
ly known, moved to Di Lam-
pard as a four-year-old and 
she started competing him in 
novice classes and established 
a close bond which was to last 
a lifetime. 

In 1993, as a six-year-old, 

Abbervail Dream qualified 
for three young-horse finals at 
the Horse Of  The Year Show 
but an accident in the collect-
ing ring left Lampard with a 
broken leg. 

At the incredibly young age 
of  seven, Abbervail Dream 
went to Hickstead and won 
the Queens Cup and the same 
year jumped in his first World 
Cup at Olympia in London.

This marked the start of  
a highly successful interna-
tional career during which 
the combination became a 
mainstay of  the British team.

 
DEBUT
Abbervail Dream and Di Lam-
pard made their Nations Cup 
debut at Rotterdam when he 
was eight-years-old and this 
was followed by an incredible 
40 Nations Cup appearances.

The pair competed at two 
European Championships 
(Hickstead and Arnhem) and 
twice at the World Equestrian 
Games (Rome and Jerez). 
They were team bronze med-
allists in Rome in 1998 where 
they finished 12th individu-
ally.

In 1999, readers of  Horse 
and Hound voted Abbervail 
Dream “Horse of  the Year”, a 
rare honour for a show jump-
er in Britain at the time. 

Other career highlights for 
Abbervail Dream included 
winning the Olympic Star 
Spotters, twice winner at the 
Horse Of  The Year Show and 

Leading Show Jumper of  the 
Year. 

He was runner-up in the 
World Cup at Helsinki and 
third in Olso, runner-up in the 
Aarhus Grand Prix, fourth in 
the Bremen Masters and fifth 
in the Berlin Grand Prix.

Abbervail Dream’s win-
ning Nations Cup appear-
ances included Hickstead, 
San Marino, Lummen and an 
Aga Khan win at the RDS in 
Dublin. 
 
LAST APPEARANCE
Abbervail Dream’s last ap-
pearance in the ring was at St 
Gallen in 2003, bringing to an 
end a Nations Cup career that 
spanned a decade. 

In 2004 Abbervail Dream 
was officially retired at Hick-
stead with his dedicated 
groom of  many years Hillary 
Thompson taking care of  him 
for the last time.

Abbervail Dream lived out 
the twilight years of  his life 
at Di Lampard and Dietmar 
Ackermann’s Spring Farm in 
Oakham, Britain.

MULLINGAR Equestrian 
Centre is set to host its first 
sale of  registered Connemara 
ponies next month and online 
entries are now open. Mullin-
gar’s Robert Fagan is hosting 
the sale in conjunction with 
Claremorris Auctioneers.

Online entries opened 
yesterday for the sale (www.
mullingarequestrian.com) 
which will feature registered 
Connemara performance po-
nies; in-hand; breeding and 
young stock. It will be held on 
Sunday, October 18th starting 
at 10am. Entries will close on 
Friday, October 9th with cata-
logues online from Monday, 
October 12th.

Robert Fagan said: “The 
entry fee is €40 and no com-
mission for either buyer or 
seller will be charged.  All are 
welcome and we hope that it 
will be well supported. There 
was a demand for this sale 
two years ago so we antici-
pate good demand again. We 
are putting a new surface into 
our indoor arena - the sale will 
be inside - while the perfor-
mance element will be outside 
on our new international sand 
ring surface.”

Boswell Equestrian  
charity show 

 ■EVERYONE is invited to 
Boswell Equestrian’s Charity 
Coffee All Day Show in aid of 
Our Lady’s Hospice and care 
services next week. All pro-
ceeds from the Co Wicklow 
show jumping event that will 
be held both in the morning 
and evening on Thursday, 
September 17th will be do-
nated to the Hospice. The first 
competition starts at 10am 
and the second at 5.30am. 
All support welcome for this 
very worthy cause.

Reape third in 
league

 ■AMY Reape was inad-
vertently omitted from 
last week’s Pony Premier 
report. The Co Sligo native, a 
daughter of well-known horse 
and pony producer Jonathon 
Reape, finished in third place 
in the league having been 
placed fourth in Galway, sixth 
in Ard Chuain and second in 
the final at the National Pony 
and Young Rider Champion-
ships. 

Amy completes her time 
in the 128cms division at 
the end of this year but is 
already making her mark in 
the 138cms category with 
Spring Tour wins earlier in the 
season and a second place 
finish in the inaugural running 
of the Chillax League with her 
father’s six-year-old 138cms 
pony Youghal Paddy.

Autumn Grand Prix series begins

Eddie Moloney and Cruicerath Flexianna pictured at the launch of the Gain/Alltech Autumn Grand Prix league. (l-r) Joanne Hurley (Gain Horse 
Feeds), Robert Wallace (SJI) Holly Geraghty (Alltech), Ciara Watt and Michael Phillips from Gain Horse Feeds

Irish Sport Horse Abbervail Dream dies aged 28

The Irish Sport Horse Abbervail Dream who passed away this week 
aged 28, ridden for his entire career by Britain’s Di Lampard

Alf Harvey/HRPhoto

Mullingar to 
host sale of 
Connemara 
ponies

news+


