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  ■ Brian Hennessy 

WELL-known horse producer 
Jim Derwin has told The Irish 
Field that he will no longer be 
supporting the Irish Breeders 
Classic as a sponsor or com-
petitor after two of  his horses 
were disqualified from Satur-
day’s €45,000 Breeders Clas-
sic final at Barnadown in Co 
Wexford.

Jim Derwin had jumped 
double clear rounds in both 
qualifiers on Wednesday and 
Thursday with Deep Pockets 
and AHG Whiterock Cruise 
Down. However he was no-
tified by an SJI official last 
Friday that both horses were 

disquali f ied 
from Sat-
urday’s fi-
nal on the 
g r o u n d s 
that they 
had left 
the show 

grounds 
o v e r -
night.

Speaking to The Irish Field, 
Jim Derwin said: “I think it 
was very unfair what they did. 
I brought the horses home on 
Wednesday after jumping, as 
I always do at a show. I was 
at Tallow Fair on Thursday 
morning and then headed 
back to the Breeders Classic 
and both horses jumped clear 
again. I brought the horses 
home again Thursday evening 
and I was planning on bring-
ing seven ponies down for my 
kids to jump at the weekend. 
I was delighted, to get two 
through to the final was great 
and I thought I had a good 
chance of  doing really well.

“I then got a call on Friday 
evening to say I was disquali-
fied for taking my horses off-
site but that I could jump in 
the consolation final if  I want-
ed to. I was pretty shocked. It 
wasn’t on the schedule for the 
show on the SJI bulletin or on 
the online entry form. Some-
one said after that it was on 
the website but to be honest, 
I didn’t see it. In my opinion 

the whole thing was handled 
badly.”

SPONSORSHIP
Derwin had given €1,000 spon-
sorship to the event since it 
began but added, “I will not be 
supporting the show in the fu-
ture. They could have phoned 
me and told me the rules and 
I would have brought the 
horses back straight away or 
gave me a warning or a fine, I 
wouldn’t have minded.”

Former Olympian Marion 

Hughes also had one of  her 
horses disqualified for the 
same reason. She said: “I 
didn’t know that this rule 
was in place. I accept that it 
was my mistake for not read-
ing the rules fully but I do feel 
there was a lack of  informa-
tion. At an FEI show, horses 
that must remain on the show 
grounds are stabled in one 
particular area. 

“This was not the case at 
the Breeders Classic. I do 
think the Breeders Classic is 

a great concept and a lot of  
people put a lot of  work into 
it.”

When contacted, Irish 
Breeders Classic organiser 
Ronan Rothwell said: “The 
IBC rules are implemented 
100% by Show Jumping Ire-
land. It was brought to my 
attention by an SJI official 
during the show that some-
one had broken the rules and 
brought horses off-site. I have 
not in the past, or present, im-
plemented the rules personal-

ly myself  as this could be seen 
as a conflict of  interest.

“The rules are clearly 
printed on our website and 
the schedule in the SJI bul-
letin refers people to our web-
site to enter. 

“This is a very prestigious 
competition with a €45,000 
prize fund and that is why 
we have these rules in place. 
I would like to say that I was 
massively disappointed to 
hear that people had been dis-
qualified.”

IF YOU are interested in alter-
native ways of  earning a liv-
ing while working alongside 
horses you should check ‘Mov-
ing Forward,’ a two-day con-
ference being hosted by the 
Equine Facilitated Education 
and Therapy Association (Ire-
land) on Saturday and Sunday, 
September 25th and 26th.

This is the third such con-
ference to be held in Ireland 
and this year it has attracted 

many international speakers 
including Dr Martine Haus-
berger, Director of  Research 
at the University of  Rennes 
in France, who will present 
an ethological and research 
perspective on equine welfare. 

RESEARCH PROJECT
She will also be speaking 
about a research project on 
the relationship between 
equines and humans.

Professor Ann O’Shallie, 
Wilson College, USA and for-
mer President of  the Federa-
tion of  Horses in Education 
and Therapy International 
(HETI) will present an over-
view of  a four-year degree 
programme in therapeutic 
riding. She will also give an 
international perspective of  
the world of  equine facilitated 
programmes.

Also appearing at the 

conference will be Sun Tui, 
a presenter from Britain 
who founded a charity ‘The 
Dare to Live Trust’ which 
offers equine facilitated pro-
grammes for those suffering 
the effects of  trauma (espe-
cially military veterans), their 
families and young offenders. 
Sun Tui will be speaking 
about third level education 
for equine facilitated learn-
ing facilitators and also the 

research done on this work.
The conference will be held 

in the beautiful surroundings 
of  Dun Laoghaire Golf  Club, 
Bray, Co Wicklow for the 
morning sessions. 

In the afternoon, experien-
tial sessions will be held at the 
innovative centre of  Festina 
Lente also in Bray. Capacity 
is limited to 150 people. 

Visit the website www.
efeta.ie for more information.
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  ■ Isabel Hurley

WITH the crucial Barcelona 
Nations Cup final looming 
in two weeks’ time, Robert 
Splaine is fielding Ireland’s 
top championship team for 
the formidable challenge.

Taking place from Sep-
tember 24th-27th, Ireland is 

one of  18 teams to qualify for 
the final from the 45 nations 
that took part in the 2015 top 
series. Ireland’s squad was 
named as Bertram Allen with 
Molly Malone V; Greg Brod-
erick with MHS Going Global 
(ISH); Shane Breen with Gold-
en Hawk; Denis Lynch with 
All Star and Cian O’Connor 
with Good Luck.

Allen could be back in ac-
tion as soon as this weekend 
as he is listed with Molly 
Malone V and Romanov 
among the entries for the five-
star Global Champions Tour 
event at Vienna in Austria 
next weekend. The 20-year-old 
Wexford rider recently broke 
a collar bone in a fall at a show 
in Austria.

“Bertam is feeling in good 
shape and is confident he will 
be able to make it. He’s plan-
ning some match practice so 
to speak to confirm his fitness 
for Barcelona.

We respect all the compet-
ing nations but we fear no 
team. Our lads are all very 
capable of  putting on a very 
good performance in Spain. 
We are going there full of  
confidence with our champi-
onship team. That said, it’s 
a world championships, the 
jumps will be very big and 
the challenge strong,” Splaine 
told The Irish Field yesterday. 

Ireland will be up against 
teams from Europe, North 

America, South America, the 
Middle East, Asia/Austral-
asia and Africa. They will be 
joined by Spain, automati-
cally awarded a place as the 
host nation. 

The Furusiyya series is 
part of  a four-year €16million 
sponsorship deal with the 
Saudi Equestrian Fund. The 
final consists of  three compe-
titions. The top eight teams 
from the opening class will go 
forward to the third and final 
competition. The remaining 
teams will compete in the 
Challenge Cup, which is the 
second competition.

The full list of  qualified 
teams are: Belgium, Switzer-
land, Britain, France, Ireland, 
Netherlands, Sweden, Ger-
many (in place of  Japan), Po-
land, Czech Republic, Mexico, 
United States, Brazil, Venezu-
ela, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Aus-
tralia, Egypt, and Spain as the 
host country.

Splaine puts forward top team for Barcelona
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THE popular TRI Equestrian 
interschools league will begin 
with the first leg in Wexford 
EC tomorrow (Sunday) and 
will conclude next April after 
32 rounds nationwide.

With a total prize fund of  
over €10,000, there will be 
prizes for first to third place 
throughout the season includ-
ing both open team and indi-
vidual and first to sixth in the 
final.

Interschools league 
starts tomorrow

Westmeath Foxhounds
Hunter Trials

Sunday 18th October
Ballinagore Equestrian Centre,
Ballinagore, Co. Westmeath.

Running order
- PRE-NOVICE PAIRS & SINGLES
- NOVICE PAIRS & SINGLES
- OPEN SINGLES & PAIRS

Enquiries to
Yvonne (087-7952648) or
Dympna (087 9612990)

All are welcome.

Athlone’s Jim Derwin in action at Lanaken last year with Deep Pockets
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