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 ■HANDY GUIDE TO EQUESTRIAN TV COVERAGE
Saturday, Sept 12th Eurosport 10.30pm Showjumping
Monday,   Sept 14th Eurosport 10.30am Showjumping – Spruce Mead-
ows
Wednesday, Sept 16th Eurosport 9.00pm Riders Club
Wednesday, Sept 16th Eurosport 9.10pm Riders Club

Please note: Programmes and times liable to change

Laurence Dunne/Jumpinaction.ie

 ■TWEETS OF THE WEEK

  ■ Isabel Hurley 
and Leo Powell

THE European Parliament 
voted earlier this week for a 
permanent ban on the cloning 
for food of  all farm animals - 
including horses - as well as 
the import of  cloned livestock 
and the sale of  food from such 
animals and their offspring.

The European anti-cloning 
draft legislation has set up a 
potential clash with national 
governments across Europe.

This week, the EU assem-
bly significantly tightened up 
a 2013 proposal by EU regula-
tors that would have provi-
sionally prohibited the clon-
ing of  some animals -- cattle, 
pigs, sheep, goats and horses -- 
and the sale of  animal clones 
and embryo clones. 

On Tuesday, the EU Parlia-
ment extended the scope of  
that ban to cover all species 
of  animals kept and repro-
duced for farming and food 
purposes. 

LARGE MAJORITY
A large majority of  MEPs - 
529 For to 120 Against - voted 
to adopt the legislative report 
by Italian MEP Giulia Moi 
(EFDD group) and German 
MEP Renate Sommer (EPP 
group). They cited animal 
welfare and food safety con-
cerns in the report. 

The ban does not cover 
cloning for research purposes, 
nor does it prevent efforts to 
clone endangered animal spe-
cies.

However the positive reac-
tion in Ireland to the cloning 

of  the great Irish Sport Horse 
Cruising, first revealed by The 
Irish Field, was flagged up to 
the EU Parliament by Irish 
MEP Mairead McGuinness. 

Mairead McGuinness told 
The Irish Field yesterday: 
“There is a very anti-cloning 
view in the EU Parliament 
arising from a general fear of  

it, the protection of  the food 
chain and whether it will ex-
tend to human beings in the 
future. 

“I attended this debate 
where I raised the whole 
Cruising show jumping story 
which was so positively re-
ceived in Ireland. 

“For my part, I reported on 

the very positive experience 
and reaction in Ireland to the 
cloning of  Cruising.

LONG ROAD AHEAD
“I wanted people to open their 
minds before they close them. 
It’s my view that when this 
comes back before the EU 
Council that the Council may 
well have a different view and 
it might never come to pass at 
all. I cannot see the Council 
agreeing to the Parliament’s 
extreme views on cloning,’’ 
said the Irish MEP. “There 
is a long road ahead - possi-
bly two years - before this is-
sue will come back to the EU 
Council,” added McGuinness.

Two years ago the proposal 
from the European Commis-
sion, the EU’s regulatory arm, 
was less strict - stopping short 
of  including the offspring of  
cloned animals.

The EU Parliament is seek-
ing to use the draft European 
ban on cloning to bolster Eu-
rope’s better-safe-than-sorry 
policy on food safety. 

Companies in the United 
States and in China are clon-
ing livestock for breeding and 
for research purposes, and the 
U.S. Food and Drug Adminis-
tration found no significant 
differences between healthy 
clones and healthy animals 
from conventional breeding. 

It considers meat and other 
products form clones to be as 
safe as that from other farm 
animals.

The EU Parliament vote 
bids to ensure that meat from 
cloned animals does not end 
up on European dinner plates.

  ■ Isabel Hurley 

IRELAND’s biggest sale of  
sport horses - the Goresbridge 
Sport Horse Performance Sale 
(September 8th-17th) - got off  
to a roaring start this week at 
the Kilkenny auction house.

Goresbridge auctioneer 
Martin Donohoe said the 
sale - which started on Tues-
day with the pony lots - was 
powering ahead, fuelled in no 
small part by the amount of  
British buyers in attendance, 
buoyed up with the strength 
of  the strong sterling differ-
ence.

BRITISH BUYERS
“There is an incredible 
amount of  British buyers 
here at Goresbridge, they are 
all very welcome and it’s great 
to see so much interest from 
them in buying good Irish 
horses. 

“There was very lively 
trade for the four-year-olds 
this week with Thursday’s 
top lot bought late in the sale 
by Britain’s Graham Smith 
for Holly Gillott to ride, hope-
fully another Dougie Douglas 
(Nations Cup horse sourced at 
Goresbridge) for her. 

“Next week we have four 
days of  three-year-olds and 
there is strength evident in 
every segment of  the mar-
ket. Trade has been strong 
for Irish horses since the be-
ginning of  the year and con-
tinues to hold up extremely 
well,’’ said Martin Donohoe.

SUPREME SALE
The nine-day Goresbridge 
marathon comes on top of  
last weekend’s hugely suc-
cessful supreme sale of  show 
jumping foals at Barnadown, 
Gorey, Co Wexford, where 
the top price of  €22,000 for a 
smashing colt foal by the Bel-
gian warmblood Elvis Ter 
Putte out of  the top Irish show 
jumping mare Ballypatrick 
Flight (Laughtons Flight), de-
lighted the vendor, Tipperary 
international show jumper 
Greg Broderick. 

The foal’s dam is a half-
sister to Broderick’s recent 
Dublin Horse Show Aga Khan 
Nations Cup winner Going 
Global as well as the CCI*** 
event horse MHS Joules. 

He was snapped up by Co 
Limerick’s Ronnie Kelly on 
behalf  of  British-based Irish 
international show jumper 

Shane Breen. 
Foals from that sale aver-

aged €11,000 (see A64).
Auctioneer Martin Dono-

hoe said: “This sale’s top price 
of  €22,000 was a great result. 
There was incredibly strong 
interest in that sale, there was 
strength throughout it with 
the average foal price making 
€11,000 - more than on a par 
with any good thoroughbred 
sale. 

“I must pay tribute to the 
selectors who put together 
such a fantastic catalogue and 
of  course to the breeders who 
bred such fine foals that the 
market wants. 

“Results like that give not 
just the breeders and vendors 
a boost but it’s a shot in the 
arm for the entire Irish sport 
horse industry. 

“We hope to drive on this 
sale even further next year, it 
will be better again in 2016.” 

Read Sally Parkyn’s Gores-
bridge Sales report on A60-61.

THE top of  the leaderboard 
changed at Blair Castle Inter-
national after Friday morn-
ing’s dressage session at 
the Longines FEI European 
Eventing Championship. Ger-
many’s third combination, 
Sandra Auffarth and Opgun 
Louvo, winners of  six champi-
onship medals, including the 
world title in Normandy last 
year, moved into pole position.

A faultless test earned the 
pair a mark of  31.4, leaving 
them 0.3 of  a penalty ahead 
of  Thursday’s early leaders, 
Britain’s Holly Woodhead and 
DHI Lupison.

Lying in third yesterday 
was Burghley winner Germa-
ny’s Michael Jung, this time 
on Fischer Takinou. Britain’s 
Oliver Townend and the Irish-
bred Fenyas Elegance were 
in ninth while Carlow’s Sam 
Watson was best of  the Irish 
on Horseware Lukeswell, fol-
lowed by Ireland’s Padraig 
McCarthy on Simon Porloe 
in 24th.

The Irish team lies in sev-
enth place going into today’s 
cross-country.

EU Parliament votes for  
full ban on animal cloning

Mairead McGuinness MEP raised the Cruising issue

Sales trade roars ahead at Goresbridge Auffarth overturns 
leaderboard at 
Blair Castle

Goresbridge 
Sales report 
>> A60-61

Horseware@Horseware  
Very happy camp! Horseware 

Lukeswell & @watsoneventing 
performed a beautiful test to score 
44.10 #Blair2015 

Irishhorsegateway@IrishHorseGW  
Phenomenal foal sale at Barnadown. 

Credit to Irish breeders, @Breed-
ersClassic selection committee & 
@Goresbridgesale average price 
11k euro

Tadhg Ryan@HorseTigger  
Great surprise to see Adventure de 

Kannan in action at #Kilguilkey @
airc_ie today! @TrevorBreen1 @
TeamIRLEq 

Blair Horse Trials@BCIHT  
Michael Jung moves in to 2nd on 

youngest horse in competition. 
Scott Brash retweeted
Connolly's RED MILLS@RED_MILLS-

feed  23h23 hours ago
Best of luck to @scott_brash this 

weekend as he bids to scoop 
the Rolex Grand Slam at Spruce 
Meadows #REDMILLSAmbassador 
#RolexGrandSlam

 LGCT @GCT_events  
John Whitaker wins the1st of the 

CSI5* classes with the gorgeous 
Castlefield Cristobal 21!Beautifully 
done!#LGCTRome 

Martin Lahousse


