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T his is the story of  one 
that got away.

Last November 
Peter Nolan Bloodstock 

consigned the then 10-year-
old Marju mare Zawariq to 
the Goffs November Sale. 
The dam of  a hurdle winner 
from three runners, she was 
a half-sister to six winners, 
with the catalogue noting 
that she also had a yearling 
half-brother by Dark Angel. 

Zawariq was sold in 
foal to Camacho, a stakes-
winning son of  Danehill 
that was back in Ireland at 
Morristown Lattin Stud and 
standing at a fee of  €7,500. He 
had stood in England for a 
season but his stock were do-
ing very well and his fee had 
risen from £2,750 in 2013. His 
half-brother Showcasing’s 
first runners had also hit the 
track running and resulted 
in his fee for 2015 rising to 
£15,000. 

Zawariq is a good looking 
individual, as she was sold 

to Shadwell as a yearling for 
€210,000, the second high-
est price paid for a yearling 
by her sire that year. She 
ran twice without troubling 
the judge however and was 
eventually to find her way 
to the breeding shed. Her 
second foal, and only winner 
to date, is the Footstepsin-
thesand five-year-old gelding 

Rockabilly Riot and he added 
a win on the flat this year. He 
has an unraced two-year-old 
full-brother, Al Fouz, with 
Charlie Fellowes in New-
market that was bought by 
Charlie Gordon-Watson as a 
yearling last year for €28,000 
at Tattersalls Ireland.

In spite of  a number of  
attractions, Zawariq was 

knocked down at Goffs for 
just €4,000 – a little over 
half  her covering sire’s fee. 
She was bought by Dr Ali 
Almutairi and just before 
Christmas last year made her 
way to the Kingdom of  Saudi 
Arabia. That may have, in 
many cases, meant the last 
we would hear of  her. So 
why does she come up on our 

radar again?
The Dark Angel half-

brother mentioned earlier 
was sold last year for €75,000 
by Eimear Mulhern and her 
mother Maureen Haughey 
at Goffs and made his way to 
Richard Hannon’s yard. The 
colt, now named Gutaifan, 
was beaten on his debut at 
Goodwood but followed up 

with wins in a maiden and a 
conditions race before being 
sent to France to contest the 
Group 2 Prix Robert Papin. 
With Frankie Dettori on 
board, the Al Shaqab runner 
won in a tight finish and gave 
his rider a first winner in the 
race.

Sean Levey replaced Det-
tori for the ride next time out 
as the Italian was partnering 
Shalaa and Gutaifan gave 
a great account of  himself  
to finish runner-up in the 
Group 1 Prix Morny. Given 
the fact that Shalaa has been 
described by Dettori as the 
best juvenile he has ever rid-
den, Gutaifan’s performance 
is even more meritorious.

Yesterday Gutaifan upheld 
the form by winning the 
Group 2 Flying Childers 
Stakes at Doncaster.

It has also boosted the 
value of  his half-sister, who 
produced what Dr Almu-
tairi described as a filly with 
“excellent conformation” 
by Camacho. Zawariq was 
not covered this year but 
will surely be considered 
for repatriation to Europe 
and a mating with a quality 
stallion in 2016. Dr Almutairi 
could find himself  being a 
very popular man when he 
returns to the sales in the 
autumn.

ANGELO Robiati is the huge-
ly popular Goffs representa-
tive in Italy. If  he has a larger 
smile than usual on his face 
when you see him at the up-
coming sales, this may be the 
reason why. He recently bred 
the Group 3 winning juvenile 
Dessertoflife who landed the 
Baden-Badener Zukunftsren-
nen over seven furlongs.

Bred in Ireland by Angelo, 
this two-year-old daughter 
of  Mastercraftsman is out of  
the Spectrum mare Cranky 
Spanky. She was bred and 
raced by Angelo and won 
four races, including the 
Listed Premio Royal Mares at 
Milan. She was also stakes-
placed in Rome and two of  
her first four foals are now 
winners. 

Her fifth produce is a full-
brother to Dessertoflife and 
he was purchased last year 
as a foal at Goffs for €34,000. 
He is catalogued from Elwick 
Stud in Book 2 of  the Tat-
tersalls October Sale next 
month. Cranky Spanky now 
has a filly foal from the first 
crop of  Most Improved, the 

St James’s Palace Stakes 
winning son of  Lawman, 
and a grandson of  Invincible 
Spirit.

Angelo purchased the 
Arazi mare Armenia as 
a four-year-old for just 
IR13,000gns. She was in foal 
to Desert Story. Armenia 
produced only four foals at 

stud and all of  them ran and 
won. The Indian Haven colt 
Pepper Popper was stakes 
placed, while the Invincible 
Spirit colt Petalesharro won 
eight times. 

Dessertoflife passed 
through the sale ring twice, 
realising €18,000 as a foal at 
Goffs when sold to Peter and 

Edward Player’s Whatton 
Manor Stud. They resold her 
at Newmarket, seeing a nice 
return on their investment 
when Mark Johnston gave 
42,000gns for her. She has 
also been runner-up in two 
listed races in England and 
almost won back her pur-
chase price in earnings. 

ROB and Amber Byrne have 
been making their mark with 
Platinum Bloodstock which 
they operate out of  Ger-
rardstown House Stud. The 
stud also breeds under that 
name and owner Joe Higgins 
has also enjoyed plenty of  
triumphs. The pairing of  
Byrne and Higgins will be 
taking a special interest in 
the Group 1 Dubai Fillies’ 
Mile on October 9th as the 
race comes just a few days 
before they sell a Lawman 
filly out of  Sweet Firebird in 
Book 2 at Tattersalls.

Sweet Firebird’s two-year-
old is Dawn Of  Hope and 
she won the mile maiden 
at Ascot on Saturday is the 
style of  a filly 
who will play 
a big role in 
the Group 1 
at the same 
venue next 
month. Tony 
Nerses 
bought 
Dawn 
Of  
Hope 

for Saleh Al Homaizi and 
Imad Al Sagar for €220,000 
last year at Goffs and her 
trainer Roger Varian holds 
her in high regard.

She is entitled to be good. 
Her half-brother Ayrad, 
by Dalakhani, is a stakes 
winner. Her dam was group-
placed and is a daughter of  
Sadler’s Well. Sweet Firebird 
is a full-sister to the Group 1 
placed Moscow Ballet and a 
half-sister to the European 
champion sprinter Stravin-
sky. 

Keep an eye on Lot 1368 in 
Newmarket.
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Leo Powell  
follows up on 
a half-sister to 
leading juvenile 
Gutaifan that 
sold for just 
€4,000 last year

Gutaifan lands the Group 2 
Prix Robert Papin. The colt won 
again at Doncaster yesterday.

Goffs’ Angelo celebrates group win

Angelo Robiati (left) watching the sales at Goffs

Gerrardstown’s Platinum win

Amber and Robert 
Byrne of Platinum 
Bloodstock



IT is an anxious time for 
breeders and vendors as the 
countdown to the yearling 
sales continues apace. Airlie 
Stud has a team of  14 going 
to the Goffs Orby Sale and 
among them is an Azamour 
filly out of  the Kingmambo 
mare Kincob. 

Sonia and Anthony Rogers 
will therefore have had a real 
interest in the result of  the 
Group 3 Clasico Manual F.Y 
Emilio Gnecco in Argentina 
last week. 

The race was won in quite 
spectacular fashion by the 
Mastercraftsman mare Kara-
mela and she is the second 
stakes winner for Kincob. 
This just adds further gloss 

to an already super pedigree. 
The previous stakes winner 
out of  Kincob was the Galileo 
filly Gemstone and she appro-
priately won the Lanwades/
Staffordstown Silken Glider 
Stakes. The sponsor Kirsten 
Rausing is a particular friend 
of  the Rogers family. 

Gemstone is now at stud 
and Highclere Stud is selling 
her yearling filly by Oasis 
Dream in Book 1 at Tatter-
salls. Gemstone’s first foal 
is a two-year-old colt named 
Bedrock and he is in training, 
but unraced to date, with 
William Haggas. Gemstone’s 
foal on the ground is a filly 
by Dubawi. Plenty to look 
forward to there. 

Kincob was bred at Airlie 
and she has an unraced 
two-year-old named Lascar, 
by Sea The Stars. He was 
purchased last year by John 
Ferguson for €290,000. While 
she was placed in England, 
six of  Kincob’s siblings won 
and they included Bach-
elor Duke who enjoyed his 
maiden success when landing 
the Irish 2000 Guineas at the 
Curragh.

He is not the only Group 
or Grade 1 winner in the 
immediate family either as 
Kincob’s Diesis half-sister 
Trylko, placed on her only 
start, went on to breed the 
Grade 1 Shoemaker Mile 
winner Talco and he was 

also placed in the Hollywood 
Derby.

Sadly Azamour had to be 
put down in April 2014 and 
the multiple Group 1 win-
ner has had an outstanding 
year in 2015 with two of  his 

daughters winning at Group 
1 level, Dolniya and the Dar-
ley Irish Oaks winner Covert 
Love. Airlie’s daughter of  the 
former Aga Khan Studs’ sire 
certainly ticks all the boxes 
heading to Goffs.

NOT too many stud farms 
currently produce private 
studbooks, so it is always a 
joy when those that do send 
them on to me. The most 
recent to land on my desk 
is from Joerg and Diana 
Vasicek’s Kenilworth House 
Stud in Co Tipperary. The 
farm is managed by Gerry 
Ross and is home to five flat 
and 10 National Hunt mares.

The five flat mares include 
two Group 1 winners, the 
younger of  the pair being La 
Collina who was bought by 
her trainer Kevin Prender-
gast from Frank, Liz and 
Luke Barry’s Manister 
House Stud for £42,000 as a 
yearling at DBS. She raced 
for Joerg Vasicek and won 
the Group 1 Keeneland 
Phoenix Stakes at two and 
bounced back to her best and 
landed the 2013 Coolmore 
Fusaichi Pegasus Matron 
Stakes as a four-year-old. 
This year she had her first 
foal, a filly by Dubawi, and 
she is in foal, due next Janu-
ary, to Shamardal.

La Collina was third in 
the Moyglare Stud Stakes 
but Termagant went two 
places better and landed 
the premier juvenile event 
in Ireland for fillies. As a 
consequence she was ranked 
champion filly at in Ireland. 

She was purchased by 
La Collina’s breeder Frank 
Barry as a yearling at Goffs 
for €34,000 and won first 
time out at Leopardstown 
for Kevin Prendergast’s wife 
Lesley. She was then sold to 
Joerg Vasicek and carried 
his colours to her greatest 
triumph. 

At stud Termagant’s first 
foal is the two-year-old Oasis 
Dream filly Coup De Main. 
She sold for 350,000gns as a 
foal and is in training with 
Marco Botti in Newmarket. 
Termagant’s second foal, a 
colt by Dubawi, died and she 
has a filly foal again by Oasis 

Dream. The Vasiceks can 
look forward in 2016 to a foal 
by Sea The Stars.  

Armara, a five-year-old 
home-bred daughter of  
Marju was placed in France 
and is currently carrying to 
her first covering by Rock Of  
Gibraltar. She is a full-sister 
to the Group 3 Park Express 
Stakes winner Marjalina. 

Another of  the flat mares 
is the 14-year-old What A Pic-
ture and she is due early next 
year to Lope De Vega having 
been rested last year. Her 
first six living progeny are all 
winners and three are stakes 
performers. Her seventh and 
eighth are both daughters of  
Shamardal, the two-year-old 
Mary Beale in training with 
Mark Johnston.

The fifth flat mare is 

another home-bred in Topka, 
a Group 2-placed daughter 
of  Kahyasi and her first foal 
is Top Trip, a son of  Dubai 
Destination, and he won the 
Group 2 Prix Hocquart and 
was third in the Group 1 
Ascot Gold Cup. 

Though she is now 18 
years old, Bilboa is still a 
name that will be familiar 
to racegoers. She won seven 
races, the best of  these being 
the Grade 2 Glenlivet An-
niversary Novices; Hurdle at 
Liverpool. She was placed a 
number of  times at Grade 1 
level, notably when runner-
up to Landing Light in the 
Christmas Hurdle and third 
to Hors La Loi III in the 
Champion Hurdle at Chel-
tenham. 

Her first eight foals have 

all run and have won or been 
placed, and she is now in foal 
to Sholokov having produced 
a filly foal this year by Jer-
emy. Her daughter Bisoguet 
is in foal to Shantou and also 
at the stud.  

The Furry Glen mare 
Baden was a listed win-
ner over hurdles and she 
produced three graded Na-
tional Hunt winners for the 
Vasiceks. The best of  these 
were Thisthatandtother (by 
Bob Back) and Carlingford 
Lough (by King’s Theatre). 
The latter is a four-time 
winner at the highest level. 
Three of  Baden’s daughters 
are at Kenilworth and two of  
them are in foal to Doyen and 
Shantou. 

The Irish Grand Na-
tional winner Ebony Jane is 

another former member of  
the broodmare band and she 
has two daughters there now. 
The first three foals of  one 
of  them, the point-to-point 
winner Amber Light, have 
visited a winner’s enclosure 
and she has a colt foal at 
foot by Robin Des Champs. 
Amber Light was rested this 
year. Her half-sister Ebony 
Palm also won a point-to-
point and she is in foal to 
Califet, having had a filly this 
year by Court Cave. 

The other mares at stud 
are the winning point-to-
pointer Erins Stage (by 
King’s Theatre), bumper and 
hurdle winner Shuil A Hocht 
in foal to Flemensfirth, and 
the three-time winning AQPS 
mare Quaspia who is due 
next year to Califet.

FERMOY, Co Cork breeder 
Denis McDonnell has an 
enviable record of  breeding 
winners, many of  them at 
the highest levels, but he 
will have every reason to be 
pleased with the result of  a 
six-furlong maiden auction 
race at Ascot recently. 

The winner was the Mi-
chael Bell-trained Taurean 
Star and he found the trip to 
his liking when dropped back 
a furlong from two placed 
runs over seven. The win was 
very significant as Taurean 
Star is the first foal of  his 
dam Marhaba, a once-raced 
daughter of  Nayef. She was 
seventh in a large field on her 
only outing in the colours of  
Hamdan Al Maktoum who 
bought her as a yearling for 
160,000gns. She was sent to 
the December Sales at Tatter-
salls as part of  the Shadwell 
consignment and snapped 
up for just 5,000gns and sent 
to Elnadim by Denis for her 
first covering. 

The resulting offspring 
was Taurean Star and Denis 
had already justified his 
investment in the dam when 
he sold the now two-year-old 
in last year’s Sportsman’s 
Sale for €18,500. The colt 
reappeared in the Tattersalls 
Guineas Breeze Up Sale this 
year and made profit when 
selling to Alex Elliott for 
43,000gns. 

Now Denis can look 
forward to more rewards as 
he sends a yearling out of  
Marhaba to the Goffs Sports-
man’s Sale on October 1st. 
The mare’s second offspring 
is a colt by Casamento who 
has been making quite a 
splash already at the early 
yearling sales. I imagine 
Denis will be aiming a bit 
higher in the sales rankings 
next year when the foal on 
the ground, a colt by Arcano, 
will be offered for sale. 

Marhaba is a daughter of  
the Group 1 Prix de Diane 
de Hermes winner Sil Sila, 
by Marju, and a half-sister 
to the US stakes winner Sol 
Mi Fa, a daughter of  Distant 
Music. It is odds-on that the 
Shadwell team will have the 
Casamento yearling this year 
on their ‘to look at’ list.
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Fermoy 
breeder’s  
bargain buy
comes up
trumps

Kenilworth’s band of top-class mares
Caroline Norris

La Collina with her owners Diana and Joerg Vasicek

Argentine group win boosts Orby pedigree

Gemstone winning for Aidan O’Brien

Breeders, stallion masters and 
readers are invited to contact 
Leo Powell at leopowell@
theirishfield.ie and visit our 
website www.theirishfield.ie  
for more breeding news


