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ATTENDU reversed form 
with Omar Bradley when 
winning the Group 3 Prix La 
Rochette over seven furlongs 
at Longchamp last Sunday. 
Khalid Abdullah’s Lawmak-
ing had made most of  the 
running before being headed 
by the winner and Omar Brad-
ley but fought back to make it 
a three-way photo-finish. The 
winner, a son of  Acclamation, 
is trained by Carlos Laffon-
Parias and was the first leg of  
a double in the day for Max-
ime Guyon.

Attendu had only been sec-
ond behind Omar Bradley, a 
son of  War front running in 
the Joseph Allen colours, with 
Lawmaking third as the favou-
rite when they made their de-
buts in a maiden at Deauville 
at the end of  July. Attendu has 
entries in the Dewhurst but 
the Jean Luc Lagardere may 
also be an option.

The Aga Khan’s Vazirabad, 
a son of  Manduro, completed 
a hat-trick of  wins when ac-
counting for the Godolphin-
owned favourite Big Blue by 
a length and a quarter in the 
Group 3 Prix de Lutece over a 
mile and seven furlongs. He 
has the Prix Chaudenay as 
his target.

Christophe Soumillon, 
Alain de Royer-Dupré and 
the Aga Khan completed a 
double when the Shamardal 
colt Taniyar took the seven 
furlong Prix du Pin by a com-
fortable length and a quarter. 
Held up in rear, he made good 
headway to lead inside the 
final furlong and win cosily. 
One time 2000 Guineas fancy 
Noozhoh Canarias made the 
early running but faded. Alain 
de Royer-Dupré said the Prix 
de la Foret was his likely tar-
get.

Last year’s 1000 Guineas 
winner Miss France was sent 
off  odds-on on her belated 
seasonal reappearance in the 
Listed Prix de La Cochere but 
lost out by a short neck to the 
Wertheimer family’s home-
bred Sonnerie, who was win-
ning for the second time this 
year. The three-year-old by 
More Than Ready is out of  the 
1996 winner Cheveley Park 
Stakes Pas De Reponse and 
this was just her fourth start 
for trainer Freddie Head and 
Maxime Guyon.

Guyon had ridden Miss 
France to victory in the 1000 
Guineas but will not be avail-
able for her intended next tar-
get, the Group 1 Sun Chariot 
Stakes at Newmarket on Arc 
weekend.

Miss France was ridden 
by Frankie Dettori on her 
first run after missing the 
early part of  the season with 
a splint problem. Dettori was 
pleased with the effort stating 
she was a bit rusty but came 
home well and would be better 
next time. 

  ■ Jenny Barnett 

 ■WOODWARD STAKES  ■(GRADE 1)

AFTER being caught late in 
the Grade 1 Whitney Stakes 
by Honor Code, Liam’s Map 
made no mistake and led 
throughout in the $600,000 
Grade 1 Woodward Stakes 
last Saturday at Saratoga, 
drawing away to earn his first 
Grade 1 victory by four and 
three-quarter lengths in the 
nine furlong contest.

“The Whitney was as tough 
a loss as you’ll experience. He 
ran an unbelievable race that 
day and everything he indicat-
ed to us from that time until 
today was that he was ready to 

come back over and put forth 
another big effort,” winning 
trainer Todd Pletcher said. 
“I’m just happy to see him get 
that Grade 1 that he deserves 
so much.”

The four-year-old colt and 
jockey Javier Castellano en-
joyed a clear lead through the 
first six furlongs. 

“He has that style where he 
can get into a cruising speed 
and just keep carrying it,” 
Pletcher said. “He just gets 
into that rhythm and he just 
runs horses off  their feet.” 

Never seriously threat-
ened, Liam’s Map, by Unbri-
dled’s Song, went clear turn-
ing for home and cruised to 
victory. He was followed home 
by stablemate Coach Inge as 
Wicked Strong finished third. 

 ■HOPEFUL STAKES  ■(GRADE 1)

LABOUR Day proved one of  
great celebration for owner 
Paul Reddam with victories 
in the two two-year-old Grade 
1 contests on both sides of  the 
US last Monday.

Reddam Racing’s home-
bred Ralis shipped into Sara-
toga from California and 
pulled an upset victory over 
favoured Magna Light in the 
seven-furlong $350,000 Grade 1 
Hopeful Stakes on closing day 
of  the Saratoga meeting. 

A California-bred son of  
Square Eddie trained by Doug 
O’Neill, Ralis and jockey Ja-
vier Castellano stalked the 
early pace set by 2/1 favourite 

Magna Light before making 
a strong move at the quarter 
pole. 

With steady urging from 
his jockey, Ralis took over at 
the furlong marker and won 
going away, with the final 
margin of  an impressive 5¾ 
lengths. Magna Light held on 
for second, while Uncle Mo’s 
Uncle Vinny capped a strong 
weekend for the sire when fin-
ishing third.

“He broke well out of  the 
gate today,” said jockey Cas-
tellano. “I thought he was go-
ing to be a little too far back. 
It was a perfect trip. I’m very 
blessed to ride that horse.”

Thinking ahead to a pos-
sible Triple Crown campaign 
with Ralis, Castellano said: 
“It’s really exciting because I 

don’t think I’ve won the Hope-
ful before in my career. I think 
that is the kind of  horse we 
are looking for for next year.”

The winning connections 
are no strangers to the Triple 
Crown campaign, as Reddam 
Racing and trainer O’Neill 
teamed to win the Grade 1 
Kentucky Derby and Grade 
1 Preakness Stakes, with I’ll 
Have Another in 2012. 

DEL MAR FUTURITY
Nyquist, the 1/2 favourite in a 
field of  six juveniles, became 
the first Grade 1 winner for 
Coolmore’s freshman sire, 
Uncle Mo, when winning the 
$300,000 Grade 1 Del Mar Fu-
turity by an impressive three 
and three-quarter lengths lat-
er last Monday.

Nyquist, who was track-
ing in third early, moved to 
challenge the leader as the 
field turned for home. Rockin 
Bayou attempted to challenge, 
as Swipe made a bid from the 
outside but Mario Gutierrez 
eased the winner down in the 
final strides. Swipe held on 
for second while Blameiton-
thelaw was over four lengths 
back in third in the seven-
furlong test.

Nyquist, now three-for-
three and winner of  the Grade 
2 Best Pal Stakes last time out 
over the same Del Mar track. 
Doug O’Neill becomes the first 
trainer to win both races in 
the same year.

“After the Hopeful I was 
excited,” Reddam said after 
the race. “Before the Futu-

rity I was nervous because 
he (Nyquist) was the odds-on 
favorite. Only bad things can 
happen. I’m glad it’s over.”

Dennis O’Neill, Doug’s 
brother, purchased Nyquist 
for $400,000 as a two-year-old 
earlier this year from Florida-
based Irishman, Niall Bren-
nan Stables at the Fasig-Tip-
ton Florida sale. Nyquist had 
been sold twice previously: 
for $180,000 as weanling at 
Keeneland in November 2013 
to Madison Farm from the 
Irish owned and operated 
Paramount Sales, and Sutton 
Place Stables purchased him 
as a yearling from Kentucky-
based Irishman, Gerry Dil-
ger’s Dromoland Farm, for 
$230,000 at last year’s Keenel-
and September sale.

 ■SPINAWAY STAKES ■  (GRADE 1)

SIX years after her dam beat 
the boys with a brilliant 
performance in the Grade 1 
Woodward Stakes, Rachel’s 
Valentina put in an impres-
sive run of  her own at Sara-
toga to win the $350,000 Grade 
1 Spinaway Stakes for Stones-
treet Stables last Saturday. 

The homebred two-year-
old filly by Bernardini, the 
second foal out of  champion 
racemare Rachel Alexandra, 
maintained her unbeaten re-
cord, a perfect two-for-two on 
Woodward Day, when winning 
the seven-furlong test.

Slow to start, Rachel’s Val-
entina moved up into a good 
tracking spot, third along the 
rail, behind a pace set by rival 
Tonasah, while Constellation 
raced in second. 

John Velazquez swung Ra-
chel’s Valentina out to make 
her move after half  a mile. 
Constellation had taken the 

lead at the six furlong mark, 
but Rachel’s Valentina surged 
past her inside the final fur-
long to take control, holding 
off  the late-closing run of  
Tap To It to win by a length. 
Constellation held third. “I 
thought she ran fantastic,” 
commented winning trainer 
Todd Pletcher. “Actually, she 
put herself  into the race a 
little more than I thought she 
would, but she seemed to be 
handling tracking those hors-
es well, and getting a little 
dirt well. I felt like, turning 
for home, knowing her style 
and watching her train, that 
she was going to keep coming. 
I’ve always felt like the farther 
she goes, the better she gets, 
and I think that’s proven to be 
true.” With her victory in the 
Spinaway, Valentina picked 
up an automatic entry in the 
Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup Juve-
nile at Keeneland. 

Pletcher said the Grade 1 
Frizette at Belmont Park on 
October 3rd or the Grade 1 
Alcibiades, also at Keeneland 

on October 2nd are options for 
another start before then.

DEL MAR DEBUTANTE 
FOX Hill Farm’s Songbird 
strengthened as the best two-
year-old filly on the west coast 
with a victory in the $300,000 
Grade 1 Del Mar Debutante 
last Saturday. 

Breaking from the out-
side, the Jerry Hollendorfer-
trained filly went to the front, 
held the challenge of  Grade 
2 Sorrento winner, Bob Baf-
fert’s, Pretty N Cool, and put 
away that rival with ease to 
win the seven-furlong event 
by five and a half  lengths 
under Mike Smith. “She ran 
very spectacular today,” Hol-
lendorfer said. “You always 

worry coming down the lane 
a little, but he had a lot of  
horse left and Mike rode her 
beautifully.”

Sent off  as the even-money 
favourite after romping home 
on her maiden debut in July, 
the daughter of  Medaglia 
d’Oro went head-to-head with 
Pretty N Cool through the 
first six furlongs. However, 
Songbird kicked clear in the 
final furlong. Land Over Sea 
rallied late to get third.“For 
such a big mare, things just 
come so easy for her,” Smith 
said. “I’ve been getting on 
her in the mornings and I’m 
impressed by just how well 
she does things. We went at it 
with that other filly and I had 
to ride mine at the end.”

MORTON Fink’s homebred 
Wise Dan, two-time Horse of  
the Year, has been retired af-
ter trainer Charles LoPresti 
noticed some filling in a ten-
don last Monday morning.

The gelding had been due 
to make his return from an 
ankle injury in the $1million 
Grade 1 Ricoh Woodbine Mile 
tomorrow. 

“He’d been training lights 
out. But, we noticed some fill-
ing in his tendon. 

“The vet suggested we scan 
it and it turns out he has a 
tear on the outside edge of  
his tendon.”

Wise Dan, an eight-year-
old son of  Wiseman’s Ferry, 
had not raced since the ankle 
injury was detected follow-
ing his victory in the Grade 1 
Shadwell Turf  Mile at Keene-
land last October. 

He retires with a record 
of  23 wins and two seconds 
from 31 starts, and earnings 
of  $7,552,920. 

He was also voted US 
champion turf  male horse  
champion older male both 
years.

Liam’s Map finds winning route
 AMERICAN 

Liam’s Map and jockey Javier Castellano win the Woodward  at Saratoga
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up to victory
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Reddam Racing on a roll with top two juvenile colts

Wise Dan  
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her family honour

Rachel’s Valentina and jockey John Velazquez win the Spinaway
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