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  ■ Ian Carnaby 

 ■HAYDOCK

HENRY Candy has trained 
some very talented sprinters 
over the past few years and 
has another in Twilight Son, 
who landed the Group 1 Bet-
fred Sprint Cup at Haydock on 
Saturday. 

Always prominent, the 
Kyllachy colt just held the late 
challenge of  Strath Burn by 
a short-head with Stewards’ 
Cup winner Magical Memory, 
also trained by Charlie Hills, 
three-quarters of  a length 
away in third. Then came last 
year’s winner G Force.

This was a first winner at 
the highest level for jockey 
Fergus Sweeney, who had 
Twilight Son smartly away 
and took it up two furlongs 
from home. 

Showing a splendid atti-
tude, the 10/1 chance had to 
be strongly ridden as they 

neared the line but just lasted 
in a finish of  three-year-olds. 
The strong impression was 
that Strath Burn, virtually 
unconsidered at 33/1, would 
have made it in another cou-
ple of  strides, while Magical 
Memory paid the Goodwood 
form a handsome compli-
ment.

Twilight Son was stretch-
ing his unbeaten sequence to 
five. A half-brother to the sta-
ble’s Music Master, he has the 
edge on that horse in that six 
furlongs looks ideal for him.

“Twilight Son is incredibly 
tough and is twice the size he 
was last year,’’ Candy said. 
“He keeps improving and 

may have one more race this 
year, which will probably be 
in the Sprint on Champions’ 
Day at Ascot. Hopefully he’ll 
continue next season,’’

The decision will be made 
in conjunction with the Chev-
eley Park Stud, which stands 
Kyllachy and bought a majori-
ty share in last week’s winner 

after his third victory, having 
come to an arrangement with 
Godfrey Wilson, in whose co-
lours he runs at present. 

Mr Wilson, whose wife 
Caroline bred Twilight Son, 
has been an owner for some 
30 years and also has Music 
Master to represent him.

For Sweeney it was a 
memorable day after 20 years 
of  hard graft.  “The wait is 
certainly worth it and I’ll be 
singing on the way home,’’ he 
smiled. “As a jockey riding 50 
winners each year you start to 
wonder whether you should 
be doing something else but 
you just persevere.’’  

HILLS RUNNERS
Hills was delighted with both 
of  his runners. He has an ex-
cellent line to the form where 
stable star and July Cup win-
ner Muhaarar is concerned. 
“He’s proven himself  three 
times at Group 1 level this 
season and I have every confi-
dence in him,’’ he said. 

Eddie Lynam decided that 
the ground was riding ‘dead’ 
after a further shower or two 
and took Sole Power out on 
Saturday, favouring today’s 
Group 2 Flying Five Stakes at 
Leopardstown.   

THIS has been a good season 
for Yorkshire trainer Brian 
Ellison and Balty Boys con-
tinues to do him proud. 

Returning to pattern com-
pany, the six-year-old won the 
Group 3 betfred.com Superior 
Mile, the opener on this at-
tractive Haydock programme.

On ground the jockeys 
thought ‘tacky’, Silvestre de 
Sousa kept the 11/4 favourite 
close up behind leader Mas-
ter Carpenter but went 
on ap-

proaching the final furlong. 
Balty Boys ran on willingly, 
easily holding the steady late 
run of  Sovereign Debt with 
Hors De Combat a fair third.

The winner had finished 
second in this race last year, 
while Ellison won it two years 
ago with the popular Top 
Notch Tonto. 

Given how well the lat-
ter performed in the Queen 
Elizabeth II Stakes at Ascot 
afterwards, there must be a 
strong chance that his trainer 
will be tempted again. “He’s 
in that race but he’s also in 
the £250,000 handicap on the 

same day,’’ he said. “Ev-
ery time he runs he im-
proves!”

Dandy Nicholls’ Sov-

ereign Debt is running consis-
tently well and Chris Hayes 
gets on well with him. 

NAKEETA SURPRISE
Former jumps turned trainer 
Iain Jardine enjoyed a consid-
erable boost when 20/1 chance 
Nakeeta landed the valuable 
Old Borough Cup in the hands 
of  Royston ffrench. 

The Sixties Icon gelding 
got up close home to beat fel-
low outsider Pearl Castle by a 
neck with Hassle third.

This was the perfect way 
for Jardine to celebrate his re-
cent move to Lennie Lungo’s 
old yard at Carrutherstown 
near Dumfries.

“It’s a great place to train,’’ 
he enthused. I have 20 horses 
in and received two more this 

week. I worked for Len for 
many years and rode my first 
winner for him, so I know the 
place well.”

Ffrench did well on the 
winner, who had horses com-
ing across him on the turn for 
home. He was marking his 
40th birthday in style but is 
the first to admit that oppor-
tunities here are limited and 
a return to Dubai, where he 
operates for six months of  the 
year, is imminent.

SIR ALEX FERGUSON
John Gosden, won the listed 
mile race for two-year-olds 
easily with even-money fa-
vourite Foundation, a Zoffany 
colt who cruised three lengths 
clear of  Champagne City.

Sir Alex Ferguson is in 

the Highclere Thoroughbred 
Syndicate which owns him 
and was on hand to welcome 
him back to the winner’s en-
closure. “Frankie Dettori was 
very pleased and the Royal 
Lodge at Ascot has been men-
tioned,’’ he said.

The Betfred TV Be Friendly 
Handicap over five furlongs 
was a poignant affair this year 
with that brilliant sprinter’s 
owner Sir Peter O’Sullevan 
having passed on a few weeks 
ago.

‘The Voice’ would have 
approved of  the way Roger 
Varian’s solid 5/1 shot, Mal-
jaa, took it up in the centre 
and kept on strongly for Paul 
Hanagan to hold B Fifty Two  -  
another Charlie Hills-trainer 
runner-up  -  by a neck. 

 ■KEMPTON

JACK Hobbs, runner-up in 
the Epsom Derby and clear-
cut winner at the Curragh, 
warmed up in style for the 
Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe at 
Kempton on Saturday. 

Starting at 5/1 on in the 
Group 3 totescoop6 Septem-
ber Stakes, he led well over 
two furlongs out for William 
Buick and soon pulled just 
over three lengths ahead of  
Sweeping Up with reliable 
handicapper Arab Dawn a 
modest third.

At the very least, Jack 
Hobbs represents top-class 
three-year-old form and must 
surely constitute some sort 
of  threat to Treve early next 
month. This was his first out-
ing since the Irish Derby and 
he was fresh to post, some-
thing that pleased John Gos-
den. “Yes, because he then 
switched off  and relaxed,’’ the 
trainer said. “He was giving a 
7lb penalty away, he won well 
and it was good to get a nice 
prep race into him. There is 
no reason not to go to France.’

BUICK’S FOUR-TIMER
Riding an Arc contender for 
Gosden and winning on Rou-
leau for Godolphin must make 
Buick feel that life is just 
about perfect.

A son of  Exceed And Excel, 
Rouleau had to work hard in 
the Group 3 toteexacta Sirenia 
Stakes but held 20/1 chance 
Dream Destination by half  a 
length. His fellow 2/1 joint-fa-
vourite King Of  Rooks again 
disappointed and finished out 
of  the money. “He was crying 
out for six furlongs and saw it 
out well,’’ said trainer Char-
lie Appleby. “He’s in the Mill 
Reef  but we’ll keep an eye on 
the ground because Newbury 
can come up a bit soft. If  it’s 
a sound surface that sort of  
Group 2 will be the next step 
forward.’’

Buick also won the two-
mile handicap on Burmese 
and a division of  the seven-
furlong handicap on Dutiful 
Son. Karl Burke knows the 
time of  day on the all-weath-
er and his 12/1 shot Georgian 
Bay came back to his best 
when taking the London Mile 
Handicap, worth over £38,000, 
in the hands of  5lb claimer 
Jordan Vaughan.

The lad did well, coming 
from a wide draw and then 
kicking hard once in line 
for home. Georgian Bay beat 
Spirit Raiser by a length and a 
half  and may follow up in this 

mood, though the 
feeling persists 

that  last 
week was 
the plan.  

Lynam raid
  ■ EDDIE Lynam’s British 

raiders always attract consid-
erable support in the market, 
though the three-year-old 
filly Fort Del Oro looked very 
short at 11/8 favourite before 
the Listed Betfred Garrowby 
Stakes over six furlongs at 
York on Sunday. Third in a 
Group 3 at the Curragh, she 
led inside the final furlong 
but could not contain the late 
thrust of George Margar-
son’s 7/2 market rival Lucky 

Kristale, who was obliging for 
the first time since claiming 
the Lowther here over a year 
ago. Lynam will have no dif-
ficulty in placing Fort Del Oro 
to advantage before long. 

Majestic Moon 
scores at Ascot

  ■ THE Fly London Southend 
Handicap over seven furlongs 
at Ascot on Saturday fell to 
12/1 chance Majestic Moon 
in the hands of Michael J. 
M. Murphy. The successful 
trainer was Oxfordshire-based 
John Gallagher, who went on 
to complete a first and last-
race double at Brighton on 
Monday.

Murphy is excellent value 
for his 3lb allowance, some-
thing that Mark Johnston 
spotted some time ago. 

Making virtually every yard, 
Majestic Moon hung left 
but held the luckless Suzi’s 
Connoisseur by half a length 
with 13/2 favourite Mr Win 
close up. The winner survived 
a stewards’ inquiry and Gal-
lagher is thinking in terms of 
the Ayr Gold Cup.

The judge could not split 
Duretto, 8/1, and Wonder 
Laish, 4/1 favourite, at the 
end of the mile and a half 
Appletiser Handicap but the 
former was very unfortu-
nate because he took it up 
close home, only for Wonder 
Laish’s stride pattern to 
bring him level absolutely 
on the line. William Haggas, 
responsible for the favourite, 
and Andrew Balding both ap-
peared to favour a very valu-
able three-year-old handicap 
at Newmarket deeper into the 
autumn.

Being booked by Hag-

gas for a ride like this was a 
considerable boost for jockey 
Fergal Lynch, whose career 
seemed effectively over when 
he was stood down for riding 
a non-trier over a decade ago. 
he remarked quietly that he 
thought his rehabilitation was 
complete. 

Elliott at Perth
  ■ IRISH runners were much 

in evidence at Perth on 
Monday but backers relied 
on the rock-solid partnership 
of Gordon Elliott and Richard 
Johnson. 

The pair completed a 
double as 9/4 favourite 
Bouggietopieces just repelled 
Manger Hanagement in the 
opening two and a half mile 
handicap chase and Officer 
Sydney, 30/100, hacked up 
in the juvenile hurdle.

“Bouggietopieces is for 
sale as a pointer but he likes 
Perth and we may bring him 
back here later this month. 
Officer Sydney frightened us 
with a mistake at the last; 
he needs this good to firm 
ground and won’t like it soft,’’ 
Elliott commented.

Johnson’s title tilt has 
attracted plenty of attention 
and it seems quite  
remarkable that Ladbrokes 
were prepared to offer some 
13/8 (possibly to limited 
stakes, of course) before 
battle commenced. 

By Monday evening, 
Johnson had ridden 77 
winners, 44 more than Tom 
Scudamore and, even more 
importantly, 51 more than 
possible challenger Sam 
Twiston-Davies. 

Barring serious injury, he 
is surely one of the biggest 
certainties of recent times. 
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