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  ■ Gary Carson

NEWMARKET handler Phil 
McEntee made an emotion-
al return to Laytown when 
saddling Putin to win on the 
beach on Thursday.

McEntee’s father and 
namesake was from just down 
the road in Julianstown.

The chance to saddle a 
winner at the track was a 
long-time ambition and Pu-
tin struck for him at the first 
time of  asking. The 10/1 shot 
proved ultra-game for Billy 
Lee in the opening At The 
Races App Handicap as he 
made the running and won a 
final furlong duel with Kiss 
The Stars for a head victory.

“My Dad was from Julian-
stown, just a couple of  miles 
from here, and is buried three 
miles away,” said McEntee af-
terwards. “I haven’t been over 
for a few years and it’s been 
top of  my tick list to do but 
it costs a few quid to bring a 
couple of  horses here.

“Steve (Jakes) and me 
talked about it last year but 
it didn’t happen as Putin was 
rated too lowly and Swiss 
Cross was too high. This is 
emotional as I spent every 
summer here as a child, run-
ning up the beach pretending 
to be a jockey.

“I also rode here for Dad 
back in 1985. This is probably 
one of  my favourite winners 
of  all time. This is the horse’s 
21st run of  the year and he’s 
had surgery on his knees. I 
wanted to go for the claimer 
but Steve talked me out of  it.

“He was really coming as 
a companion for Swiss Cross 
(third later on card). He’s 
nicknamed War Horse as he 
runs every week.”

Georgios Pakidis also had a 
day to remember at the beach 
when saddling a double. The 
trainer rejuvenated two of  
Patrick McCann’s charges as 
Papabili and Our Max record-
ed a near 47/1 brace.

Papabili struck at 10/1 in 

the Gilna’s Cottage Inn Maid-
en. Sean Corby had his mount 
prominent throughout and he 
kicked clear a furlong and a 
half  from home for a convinc-
ing two and a half-length vic-
tory.

“We’ve had a hard time 
with him but knew he had 
ability and good pace for that 
kind of  race,” said Pakidis. 
“He’s had little problems with 
injuries and a virus but now 
he’s in good shape and I ex-
pect lots more.

“He could go for something 
else over seven furlongs and 
he likes soft ground.”

Our Max is another who 
had a bit to prove coming into 
the Hibernia Steel (QR) Race 
but was well supported (5/1 
into 10/3).

Patrick Mullins kicked for 
home over a furlong out and 
his mount held the late run of  
Usa by half  a length.

“He won here last year 
and now this year. He’s had 
little problems off  and on 
and we finally got him right,” 
said Pakidis.“Hopefully he’s 
well handicapped and we’ll 
get some more out of  him at 
Dundalk.”

CONDON TEAM
It was also a memorable day 
for the Condon family with 
Strait Of  Zanzibar scoring 
for husband and wife team 
Ken and Pauline.

Raymond Doyle’s gelding 

ran out an easy winner of  the 
O’Neill Sports (QR) Handicap 
as he hit the front two fur-
longs out, under Pauline Con-
don, and kept on strongly for 
a three and a quarter length 
win.

“That’s great. Pauline 
hasn’t ridden for a long time 
and her last winner was ac-
tually here for me on Dream 
Applause,” said Condon. “She 
has plenty on her plate with 
the two little ones running 
around but is still as keen as 
ever and still has the confi-
dence needed as we saw when 
she was looking around.

“That meant a lot to her. 
She keeps herself  very fit 
at home and rides out most 
mornings.

“I’d say the handicapper 
won’t over-react to that as 
he’s had that many runs. He’s 
ultra-tough and consistent.”

Emmet Butterly got a nice 
pre-wedding present when 
Bussa repaid his faith in the 
Marquees Nationwide Claim-
ing Race.

The 12/1 shot was a rare 
ride for Chris Geoghegan, 
who produced him with a 
well-timed run to lead a fur-
long out and score by half  a 
length from Tithonus.

“He’s a grand little horse 
and I had this race picked out 
for a long time as I train him 
on a beach,” said Butterly, who 
trains the gelding for Aileen 
McCafferty. “He has two sepa-
rate ways of  running. What 

he does on the beach and what 
he does on the track. We took a 
chance that he would do what 
we know he can.

“Chris gave him a peach of  
a ride. I told him to get cover 
all the way and let him see 
daylight late on. It all worked 
out nicely. I’m getting married 
next week and heading off  to 
Portugal.”

The winner was claimed 
by T.C. Quinn while there 
were also successful claims 
for the runner-up (Michael M. 
O’Brien) and beaten favourite 
Captain Midnight (Lisa Sheri-
dan), who finished sixth.

Harry Rogers also had his 
own reasons for celebration 
after Acroleina gave him 
a full-house of  successes at 

Irish tracks in the Balmarino 
Handicap.

The 3/1 favourite had been 
knocking at the door recently 
and made no mistake this time 
as she came with a strong run, 
under Shane Foley, to lead a 
furlong out and record a two 
and a half  length win.

“I have her two months and 
she had good form before I got 
her,” said Rogers. “She’s been 
unlucky on her last three or 
four runs and was very un-
lucky in Naas. I’d say she 
would have won that day but 
she’s got one now. Dundalk 
during the winter will be the 
job for her. That’s my first win-
ner here and it was the only 
track that I hadn’t trained a 
winner at.”

Happy day for McEntee on ‘home’ track
 ■ACTING STEWARDS 

C.P. Magnier, J.R Craigie, 
Ms M. Cosgrave, R. Dore, 
P.D. Matthews

 ■HORSE TO FOLLOW

PAPABILI (G. Pakidis): He 
showed improvement to 
land the maiden on the 
card and there could be 
a handicap in him in the 
near future.

 LAYTOWN  THURSDAY 

Putin and Billy Lee (right) win from Kiss The Stars (red sleeves) for trainer Phil McEntee
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