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  ■ Ryan  McElligott

ON a card where six out of  the 
seven favourites obliged, the 
exciting Bachasson starred 
as he took advantage of  a 
gilt edged opportunity in the 
Deacy Gilligan Novice Hurdle 
to make it three wins from as 
many starts since he joined 
Willie Mullins.

Following his impressive 
victory at this track in July, 
the Voix Du Nord gelding, 
who carries the colours of  Un 
De Sceaux’s owner Edward 
O’Connell, was returned the 
1/6 favourite under Ruby 
Walsh. 

The patiently ridden Ba-
chasson looked as though he 
might have to work somewhat 
on the approach to the second 
last as the leader Rocky Court 
still held a useful advantage. 

However, once Walsh 
let out an inch of  rein, his 
mount responded in fine style 
and quickly took charge for a 
smooth six lengths win.

“He did what you’d expect. 
There is a novice hurdle for 
him at Listowel and Ruby 
didn’t have to extend him 
there but we’ll just see how he 

comes out of  this before de-
ciding where to go,” said the 
trainer’s son Patrick. 

“He’s quite a light framed 
horse so the ground (good to 
firm) wasn’t a worry. Ruby 
minded him and didn’t get 
him racing down the hill.”

The winning jockey add-
ed: “He quickened up well 
and jump the last well and 
couldn’t have won any easier. 
He’s done everything that he’s 
been asked so far. It’s a long 
way from summer novice hur-
dles to Grade 1 company but 
the dream is alive.”

The card concluded with 
another victory for the cham-
pion trainer as Screaming 
Rose made a successful debut 
in the Weatherbys Ireland 
GSB Mares Flat Race. 

The 9/10 chance, who is 
owned by English patron Ni-
gel King, looked quite green 
at various stages but when 
Patrick Mullins got her on an 
even keel in the straight she 
stayed on strongly to overpow-
er Glendine River. 

“She was very green the 
whole way and I think there’s 
a lot of  improvement in her,” 
declared the rider. “My moth-

er (winning breeder) deserves 
a lot of  credit. The dam was 
my first ride on the track and 
she’s the fourth foal out of  her 
and all of  them have won.”

Earlier a switch to jumping 
enabled the Ruby Walsh-rid-
den Tetraites (11/8) to enjoy 
a deserved change in fortune 
in the O’Leary Insurances 
Maiden Hurdle. 

The Ross O’Sullivan in-

mate, who was making his 
debut over hurdles, had been 
placed five times on the flat 
this year. The Maura Gittins-
owned four-year-old made all 
the running and never came 
under strong pressure to re-
cord a nine lengths triumph 
over Mouskersize.

“He had done a lot of  
schooling and I’d say that 
stood to him when Ruby sent 
him on,” reflected the trainer. 
“I think he’ll be able to win 
a flat handicap and possibly 
that’s the way to ride him on 
the flat too. In time I think 
he’ll go chasing.”

Earlier in the season they 
served up quite a tussle at 
Roscommon and Rock The 
World and The Game Chang-
er did so once more in the two 
and a quarter miles novice 
chase. 

Some three months to the 
day after edging their first 
meeting, The Game Changer 
had to concede 7lb to his old 
rival and the revised terms 
were just enough for Jessica 
Harrington’s charge to re-
verse the placings. 

Rock The World raced and 
jumped with trademark en-

thusiasm for Barry Geraghty 
but his opponent was going 
appreciably better off  the last 
bend. To his credit Rock The 
World rallied to regain the ini-
tiative late on. 

“He looked beaten but he 
pulled it out and battled well. 
He jumped great and will get 
further,” remarked Geraghty 
of  the Michael Buckley-owned 
seven-year-old.

Paul Townend also ended 
the evening with a double 
which he completed with mas-
terfully judged waiting ride 
on Steel Wave in the Anglo 
Printers Handicap Hurdle. 

The five-year-old was 
backed from as big as 10/1 in 
the morning into 13/2 favou-
rite and he scythed through 
the pack to come from last be-
fore three out to join the lead-
ers nearing the straight. 

Steel Wave then made his 
way to the front at the last 
to defeat Realt Rathcabhain 
by four and three quarter 
lengths.

“He’s a very free horse and 
Paul gave him a peach of  a 
ride,” commented Garrett 
Power, who trains the winner 
for his father, Patrick. 

“The last day he ran at Cork 

Bachasson bounds on to third win
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 ■ACTING STEWARDS

D. Pugh, P.J.A. O’Connor, 
C. O’Flaherty, N. Rooney, 
H. Hynes

 ■HORSE TO FOLLOW

VINTAGE SUPREME 
(J.G. Hayes): He returned 
from two years off to be 
placed in a Sligo handi-
cap last month and he 
again showed up well to 
finish third to Steel Wave 
in the handicap hurdle 
on this card. He should 
find a handicap within his 
reach this autumn. 

  ■ Ryan  McElligott 

THE lightly-raced Zhukova 
edged out her stablemate 
Almela to claim a precious 
blacktype triumph in the Ar-
dilaun Hotel Oyster Stakes 
which was the centrepiece of  
a superb four-timer for Der-
mot Weld.

A daughter of  Weld’s Irish 
1000 Guineas winner Nigh-
time and bred by the trainer’s 
late mother, Marguerite, the 
Fastnet Rock filly came here 
off  a solid fourth in a Group 
3 at Cork last time. 

However, it was Almela 
(evens) who was a hot favou-
rite to give Weld a first Oyster 
Stakes triumph since 2001 
following her 19 lengths de-
but triumph at this track last 
month.

Between them the pair of  
lightly-raced fillies served 
up a stirring finish after they 
went toe to toe up front from 
before the straight. From ear-
ly in the last furlong the Leigh 
Roche-ridden Zhukova (7/1) 
looked to hold a marginal ad-
vantage and she stuck to her 
task doggedly to carry the day 
by a head. Ebayya flew home 
to finish a further length and 
a half  back. 

“They are two very nice fil-
lies and the winner came here 
off  a good run at Cork,” said 
Weld who trains winner for 
Mrs C.C. Regalado-Gonzalez. 

“They more or less ran how 
they worked the other day al-

though the second might just 
have worked a shade better 
that day. The winner just had 
the edge in experience and 
that carried the day.

“The second filly is an im-
mature sort who will improve 
throughout the rest of  the sea-
son and she could go to Naas 
next month for a new mile and 
a half  listed race, the Bluebell 
Stakes. Zhukova will also run 
once more, possibly in the 
Group 3 Princess Royal Stakes 
in the UK. Both fillies will stay 
in training next year.”

Earlier the Weld-trained ju-
venile Ebediyin (6/1) got the 
meeting underway with a tak-
ing debut success in the Don-
nelly’s Of  Barna EBF Maiden. 

The son of  Raven’s Pass 
and the Irish Oaks winner 
Ebadiyla coped well with the 
unique demands of  Galway 
and travelled sweetly through-
out for Pat Smullen. 

As the runners rounded 
the last bend, the Aga Khan-
owned runner went in pursuit 
of  the leading pair of  Cole 
Porter and Al Mohalhal and 
he cut them down late on for 
a cosy head success. 

“He’s a lovely colt. At home 
he’s idle and lazy but it’s not a 
surprise he won. He’s a horse 
to look forward to and if  he 
runs again this season it will 
be in the Eyrefield Stakes at 
Leopardstown next month,” 
declared Weld.

The other two-year-old 
contest also went the way of  

Weld, Smullen and the Aga 
Khan as Simannka (9/4) 
dug deep in the Irish Stallion 
Farms EBF Median Auction 
Fillies Maiden. 

The daughter of  Master-
craftsman had been placed on 
her three previous outings, 
including when chasing home 
Now Or Never here in July, 
and showed a fine attitude in 
first time blinkers. 

Simannka did battle with 
fellow Aga Khan-owned run-
ner Rayisa from over a furlong 
out and eventually gained the 
upper hand as the line loomed. 

“She deserved that. She’s 
been running consistently 
and the one concern was her 
outside draw,” declared the 

Rosewell House trainer. “I did 
think she was a better filly 
than we got to see here during 
the summer and the blinkers 
sharpened her up tonight. I’d 
say that will be it for this sea-
son.”

Pat Smullen then brought 
up a treble as Alveena com-
pleted the Weld four-timer in 
the Sean Cleary Memorial 

Maiden. Another Aga Khan-
owned runner, this 78-rated 
daughter of  Medicean was 
only denied by the narrowest 
of  margins at Wexford last 
time. 

The 5/2 shot pounced deep 
inside the final furlong of  
this mile and a half  contest to 
come home a length in front 
of  the dead-heaters Fiorb-

heim and Spin Point.
“She was a shade unlucky 

not to win at Wexford and 
made it for it today. She will go 
for a handicap next,” observed 
the winning trainer.

Johann Bach (7/1), who 
could bid for Irish Champions 
Weekend glory at the Curragh 
tomorrow, was much too good 
for the opposition in the Gal-

Zhukova battles on 
for Weld one-two

 GALWAY  MONDAY 

 ■ACTING STEWARDS

P.J.A. O’Connor, O. Ke-
arney, T. McDonogh, D. 
Gavin, M.F. O’Donoghue

 ■HORSE TO FOLLOW

CREDIT THE GIVER (A.P. 
O’Brien): He followed up 
his encouraging run at 
Bellewstown with a third 
to Johann Bach where he 
came home well having 
been last through the 
first half of the race. He 
can make his mark in a 
handicap before the end 
of the season.

healyracing.ie

The winner Diva Dawn and  (Paul Townend) right race away from the 
last with her full-brother Dylrow

carolinenorris.ie
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he made a bad mistake three 
out and only for that he would 
have run well. He’ll stay going 
as long as the ground remains 
good.”

Townend’s first winner 
came courtesy of  Stephen Ma-
hon’s Diva Dawn in the J.J. 
Rhatigan & Company Maiden 
Hurdle which represented 
quite a triumph for owner-
breeder Michael Rowland. 

The latter supplied the 
first two home but, even more 
significantly Diva Dawn (4/1) 
was beating her year younger 
full-brother Dylrow. The pair 
came to the last locked in 
combat in this two and a half  
miles contest and the mare 
produced a quicker jump at 
that flight which set her up 
for a three and three-quarter 
lengths victory.

“After her first run I no-
ticed a problem with her 
which we had rectified and 
she’s been running well 
since,” declared Mahon. “She 
didn’t jump as well as she can 
at Bellewstown last time (sec-
ond to Catalaunian Fields) 
but she’s schooled well since 
then. I could see her being a 
nice chaser.”

A fine season for the Val 
O’Brien-trained and Paul Car-
berry-ridden Abarta contin-
ued in the Colm Quinn BMW 
Handicap Chase where the 

10-year-old made it three wins 
from his last seven starts. 

The 5/1 chance looked to be 
in trouble in the latter stages 
of  this two and three quarter 
miles contest as he lost a few 
places from the fourth last. 
The stiff  finish played to the 
winner’s strengths though 
and he got back into conten-
tion on the long run for home. 

At least five of  the runners 
held every chance entering 
the last furlong but Abarta, 
who is owned by the train-
er’s brother Sean, was the 
strongest and he accounted 
for Heavenly Brook by half  a 
length. 

Val O’Brien reported that 
the winner is suited by hilly 
tracks and that he could now 
head to Sligo in a few weeks’ 
time.

Whip ban
  ■ Paul Carberry picked up 

a three-day whip ban for his 
efforts on Abarta in the handi-
cap chase.

news+

way Bay Golf  Resort Handi-
cap over an extended mile. 

Gary Halpin’s mount, who 
some 8lb higher than when 
scoring at Gowran last month, 
mastered the front running 
Botanical Lady early in the 
straight for a decisive three 
and a quarter lengths win 
over the top-weight So Sen-
sible. 

“He’s improved from his 
last run and the low draw 
was a big help today. He’s 
in the valuable Northfields 
Handicap at the Curragh on 
Sunday, I put him in there as 
I’ve thought a lot of  him from 
day one,” stated Rhode-based 
trainer Patrick Harney, whose 
mother, Mary, owns the six-
year-old.

The unexposed Best Not 
Argue (4/1) made her first 
venture outside of  maiden 
company a successful one in 
the James P. Cunningham 
Electrical Handicap. 

A couple of  solid runs in 
maidens here and at Killar-
ney during the summer meant 
that this imposing filly looked 
nicely treated off  an initial 
rating of  67 and she duly took 
advantage under Colin Keane. 
The 4/1 chance swept by Ohh 
Lala and Dawn Mirage early 
in the last furlong and she fin-
ished with a length to spare 
over Splashtop.

John Joseph Murphy, who 
trains the filly for Peter Fa-
gan and Niall O’Rourke, com-
mented: “She’s a big filly who 
has improved with every run 
and she looked to be on a nice 
mark. Hopefully she has more 
to give.”

Shamar sprang a surprise 
for Armagh-based owner-
trainer Keith Watson as he 
ran out a clear cut winner of  
the mile and a half  apprentice 
riders’ handicap. 

The 25/1 chance hadn’t won 
for over two years but it didn’t 
take him long to put the result 
beyond doubt when he picked 
off  Ridestan to lead inside the 
last quarter of  a mile. Shamar 
was a length and three quar-
ters too strong for Brokopon-
do.

Zhukova and Leigh Roche (right) 
get the better of stable com-
panion Almela and  Pat Smullen 
(left) to win the Ardilaun Hotel 
Oyster Stakes

  ■ Ryan  McElligott

JIMMY Mangan is eyeing a 
tilt at next month’s Munster 
National for Perfect Promise 
as she followed up a fine run 
in defeat at the summer meet-
ing with victory in the Ryans 
Cleaning Chase.

The second leg of  a double 
for Adrian Heskin, the daugh-
ter of  Presenting chased home 
Rogue Angel in the Galway 
Blazers Handicap Chase over 
this extended two and three 
quarter miles last time out. 
On this occasion the seven-
year-old made the running 
and she looked sure to score 
when her stablemate Letter 
Of  Credit crashed out at the 
last having moved into a men-
acing second. 

For the duration of  the 
straight Perfect Promise 
maintained an unfaltering 
tempo to defeat Shantou Flyer 
by five lengths. “She’s a very 
nice mare and will go for the 
Munster National next,” said 
Mangan who trains the win-
ner for Janet Reader. “Davy 
Russell said not to go to Lis-
towel with her as it might be 
too sharp so this was the only 
race over a bit of  distance 
that we could find. She loves 
that type of  ground and the 
ground this evening is a credit 
to the track.”

Heskin was also on board 
the useful Ballychorus as 
the Margaret Mullins mare 
made it three wins from her 
last four starts in the Galway 
City & Salthill Publicans EBF 
Mares Hurdle. 

WELL-BACKED
The six-year-old was sent 
straight into the lead and 
set about her task with some 
zest. The well-backed 100/30 
chance, who carries the co-
lours of  Barry Connell, was 
strongly pressed by Tri Na 
Ceile after two out but she 
found plenty to pull away 
again late on. 

“She’s fierce honest. I’m 
not sure about plans but I’m 
sure she will be going back 
over fences at some stage. 
She’s doesn’t mind an ease in 

the ground but wouldn’t want 
the ground very soft,” report-
ed the trainer. 

Willie Mullins made it two 
doubles in as many days and 
he completed his brace with 
a back to form Devils Bride 
in the Guinness Handicap 
Chase. The 134-rated gelding 
had disappointed on his last 
couple of  runs and was al-
lowed to go off  at 10/1 but a 
first time tongue tie brought 
the Gigginstown-owned run-
ner back to form. 

No fewer than eight of  the 
runners were within a couple 
of  lengths of  the lead jumping 
the last and one of  these was 
Bryan Cooper’s mount who 
made his challenge early in 
the straight. 

Devils Bride got to the front 
with around 200 yards to run 
to finish a length and three 
quarters ahead of  Fosters 
Cross who was an honourable 
second on the 100th appear-
ance of  his career.

“They went quick which 
suited and the tongue tie 
was a major help I’d say,” re-
marked Cooper. 

“He stuck at it well and for 
a big horse he handles good 
ground very well.”

Favourite backers would 
have been looking on anx-
iously for the first circuit of  
the Eventus Beginners Chase 
but a vintage Ruby Walsh got 
the Mullins-trained Icy Reply 
home in front. 

The 11/8 chance didn’t 
show a real aptitude for chas-
ing on her first two runs over 
the larger obstacles and her 
jumping over the first circuit 
here was decidedly hesitant. 
Icy Reply never got too far be-
hind though and Walsh was 
able to conjure a sustained 
effort from her after the last 
which enabled her to get home 
by a neck from Milan Quartet.

“She was very careful on 
the first circuit and she has 
her own way of  doing it but 
she warmed up gradually. 
When we first schooled over 
fences I wasn’t sure if  she’d 
win one of  these,” declared 
Walsh who rode the daughter 
of  Hernando for Anthony Hol-
land. 

“In fairness to her she dug 
deep and she’s done well to 
win considering the ground 
she gave away.”

Stephen Mahon’s Afatcat 
(11/2) ended a succession 
of  placed efforts in style in 
the Galway City & Salthill 
Publicans Charity Handicap 
Hurdle where jockey Donagh 
Myler starred with an ultra 
confident ride. 

SMOOTH PROGRESS
The bottom weight was an-
chored at the rear of  the field 
before making smooth prog-
ress over the last half  mile. 

He had still to be asked for 
his effort when he loomed up 
to tackle the leaders off  the 
last bend and when he did 
come under pressure after the 
last to settle the outcome he 
responded well. Afatcat came 
home almost four lengths 
clear of  Myles Ahead. 

“It’s been a bit frustrating 
as he might have won his last 
three races if  he had good 
ground,” reflected Mahon. 
“Donagh gave him some cool 
ride and I’m delighted for him 
as he was really unlucky not 
to ride a winner for me here 
at last year’s festival when 
he came down at the last. 
The horse’s owner John Joe 
McGrath is a great patron of  
mine and I’m delighted for 
him.”

Rosshaven Lady (11/4) 

and Sarah O’Brien made up 
for a most unfortunate outing 
at Killarney in July by tak-
ing the Jamie Kyne Memorial 
Flat Race. 

The absence of  a running 
rail in the closing stages at 
Killarney race saw the daugh-
ter of  Stowaway drift off  the 
track and come down after 
colliding with a spur when 
she looked sure to score. 

There was no such drama 
on this occasion though as 
Rosshaven Lady came be-
tween horses to make her 
challenge a furlong out and, 
once she got to the front, she 
kept on to contain the favou-
rite Thumb Stone Blues. The 
winning rider did pick up a 
two-day whip ban.

GOOD RIDE
“Sarah was going to keep 
her covered up as long as 
she could and she gave her a 
good ride,” reported Aidan 
O’Brien, whose cousin Mau-
rice owns and bred the win-
ner. “The plan would be to 
aim towards a mares’ listed 
bumper in six or seven weeks’ 
time.”

The complexion of  the two 
miles maiden hurdle changed 
dramatically from the last to 
the line and it was Whiskey 
No Ice (11/8) who prevailed 
to give Rachel Blackmore her 
second victory as a profes-
sional jockey. The favourite 
Iffjack looked to have this 
sewn up turning for home 
but he emptied badly after 
the last and the stage looked 
set for Vermount Fougeray to 
sweep by. 

However, the Frank Gunn-
owned and bred Whiskey No 
Ice charged home to take com-
mand in the last 100 yards.

“He ran well first time but 
didn’t show much after. He’s 
been hobdayed before and has 
been tongue tied his last twice 
and he stayed at it well to-
day,” commented Shay Barry 
who was sending out his first 
winner from his new base in 
Curraghmore Estate, Co Wa-
terford.  He’s a real chasing 
type and Rachel’s 7lb was a 
big help to him.”

healyracing.ie

 ■HORSE TO FOLLOW

VALOURS MINION (V.T. 
O’Brien): This spritely 
12-year-old was a fine 
third to Devils Bride in 
the featured handicap 
chase and he can be 
placed to win again this 
autumn on his favoured 
good ground.

 ■ACTING STEWARDS

D. Pugh, S. McDonogh, 
A. Ryan, M. Doyle, M.F. 
O’Donoghue

Mangan has Perfect National prospect

Perfect Promise and Adrian Heskin jump the last fence ahead of Shantou Flyer before winning the Ryans Cleaning Steeplechase
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