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 A22 RACING REPORTS

  ■ Eamonn Murphy 

THE conditions of  the races 
here gave some of  the riders 
further down the rankings 
the opportunity to shine. Ben 
Dalton grabbed the chance 
with both hands by partner-
ing his first two winners of  
the season as the 2015 fixtures 
at Kilbeggan finished. Amaz-
ingly the double came in at 
odds of  2,277/1, and it was 
initiated by Jackie Bolger 
and Ennistown Stud’s 33/1 
shot, Star Power, in the Mar-
tinstown Opportunity Handi-
cap Hurdle.

Des McDonogh’s charge 
showed a commendable at-
titude when the gaps arrived 
as he came through with his 
challenge from off  the pace. 
The outsider got up close 
home to touch off  He Is Top 
Class by half  a length.

The stewards noted Mc-
Donogh’s explanation at an 
improvement in form inquiry, 
that he left the hood off  as the 
horse had been getting too re-
laxed in his races recently. He 
also felt that the good going 
was ideal and that the horse 
got a nice run up the inner. 

Much Wants More clipped a 
heel and slipped up after three 
out. His rider, Ricky Doyle, 
will be sidelined for a while 
after losing some teeth.

In the limelight in the 2013 
Irish Grand National, through 
Liberty Counsel, Dalton, an 
hour later, combined with De-
nis Cullen, as By The Banks 
registered a 66/1 shock in the 
Midland Breeders Supporting 
Kilbeggan Beginners Chase.

The Tim Conroy-owned 
and bred By The Banks, a 
point-to-point and handicap 
hurdle winner in the past, 
may not have gone complete-
ly un-backed, coming in from 
100/1 on the betting show 
from the ring.

By The Banks wasn’t with-
out fault at some of  the later 
fences, but he challenged at 
the last, soon led, and kept 
on well enough to hold the 
staying-on Georges Conn, by 
a neck.

Cullen reported to an im-
provement in form inquiry, 
that despite its win at Wex-
ford, the horse appreciates 
waiting tactics. He said he ran 
well before falling in his first 
beginners’ chase in Tramore, 
but didn’t get home on his 
previous outing at Tipperary, 

and here he seemed to benefit 
from being ridden less promi-
nently. Those explanations 
were noted by the stewards. 

 HAMPERED
The favourite, Steps To Free-
dom, was well held when he 
was hampered and got rid of  
Paddy Kennedy at the final 
fence. Jessica Harrington’s 
gelding was found to be blow-
ing hard post-race.

David Splaine will be out 
for some time, after break-
ing his leg in a fall from Cliff  
Lane, at the third last. Unfor-
tunately Cliff  Lane was fatal-
ly injured.

Twenty-three-year-old Kev-
in Darcy, from Swords, part-
nered his first winner, when 
Boherna Lady (11/4 into 
9/4), handled by his boss, De-
nis Hogan, justified favourit-
ism in the Pat Doyle Memorial 
Handicap Hurdle.

After Boherna Lady had 
accounted for Replacement 
Plan by a length and three-
quarters, Hogan said: “That’s 
brilliant for Kev. He’s been 
with me two years and had 
no jumping experience when 
he came to me. He’s willing to 
learn and is light. 

“The Premier Racing Club 
(owners of  Boherna Lady) 
have three horses with me. 
There are about 12 lads in-
volved in different horses, and 
it’s a good way to get involved 
for small money.”

SECOND WINNER
Jacinta and Michael Keogh’s 
Comehere Hi (9/4), supplied 
Thomas Doran with his sec-
ond winner, when coming 
home four lengths in front of  
Meadowlands in the Kilbeg-
gan Opportunity Maiden 
Hurdle.

“In fairness young Thomas 
gave her a very good ride. He 
rides her out every day at 

home and he knows her well,” 
commented successful trainer 
James Nash. 

The market-leader, Sam 
King, collided with the rail 
and unseated Jack Kennedy 
after the fourth. Kennedy rode 
Pacelli Road later when that 
one finished down the field. 

The star youngster was 
then found to have a com-
pound fracture of  a toe, that 
required surgery, and he’s 
likely to be out for four to six 
weeks. 

Philip Byrne’s Illtakeit-
fromhere (3/1), credited 
Donagh Meyler with his first 
winner over fences, and his 
fifth overall, when running 
out a comfortable two and 
a quarter-length victor of  
the Kilbeggan Patrons Club 
Handicap Chase.

Following a patient and 
confident steer, Illtakeitfrom-
here’s trainer Paul Nolan re-
vealed: “He settled well and I 
told the lad to ride him with 
confidence. He gave him a 
great ride.”

 WEXFORD CHEER
 In the aftermath of  Illtakeit-
fromhere’s win, and indeed 
the double for New Ross man, 
Ben Dalton, there was further 
Wexford cheer in the finale, 
Moylisha Tim (12/1) gain-
ing the day for Richie Rath 
and J.J. Slevin, in the Athlone 
(Pro/Am) Flat Race. 

Rath recently tied the knot 
with Horse Racing Ireland’s 
Miriam Hearne, and he has 
care of  Moylisha Tim for own-
er-breeder Timmy Farrell.

Never far away, the victo-
rious Alkaadhem gelding led 
from three furlongs out, and 
he kept up the gallop for a two 
and three-quarters of  a length 
verdict over the well-backed 
Taras Call.

Less than seven and a half  
lengths covered the first seven 
home in the Like Kilbeggan 
Races On Facebook Handicap 
Hurdle, and it was Eric Newn-
ham and Carol Hogan’s Eric 
The Third (9/1), who came 
out on top under Andrew 
Ring.

“He did it well and hope-
fully can win another one,” 
remarked Ring of  Philip Roth-
well’s representative.

Jessica Harrington and 
Mark Walsh were the lead-
ing trainer and rider respec-
tively of  the 2015 campaign at 
Kilbeggan.

TRAINER Willie McCreery 
is enjoying a fine season and 
landed the featured €40,000 
Irish Stallion Farms EBF 
Premier Nursery Handicap 
at Navan on Saturday with his 
Godolphin owned Shrill (4/1).

The 5lb claimer Robbie 
Downey, riding just his second 
winner for McCreery, sent the 
daughter of  Shamardal to the 
front with a furlong to race 
and from there went on to re-
cord a length win over Blood 
Moon.

McCreery, registering his 
20th win of  the campaign 
which is just four short of  
his previous seasonal best in 
2013, later stated: “We wanted 
to take weight off  her and 
myself  and Billy Lee (Mc-
Creery’s regular jockey) dis-
cussed it and came up with 
Robbie; it was important to 
take the weight off  as she’s 
only small.”

He added: “It’s great to get 
her back after running badly 
in Newbury but that was prob-
ably my fault as the ground 
didn’t suit. She’s an out-and-
out five furlong filly and this 
was a nice pot to win - that’s 
the second bonus she’s won so 
it’s nice to get also. We’ll keep 
her going as long as we get the 
ground.”

The second most valu-
able race, the Irish Stallion 
Farms EBF Race was worth 
half  the feature’s pot but was 
still well worth winning with 
the David Marnane-trained 
Jamesie, in the colours of  
Damian Lavelle, returning to 
winning ways under jockey 
Colm O’Donoghue.

The 2/1 favourite and son 
of  Kodiac was held up in rear 
in the six-runner event before 
making progress to eventual-
ly lead inside the final furlong 
for a length win over Alkasser.

Marnane later said: “A 
drop in grade and a bit of  
confidence is what he needed. 
The Group 3 at the Curragh 
last time was a strong contest 
and I was a bit worried about 
the pace today but it worked 
out well.

“He’s a great horse to have 
around the yard and has al-
ways tried all his life and he’s 
in two handicaps on Champi-
ons Weekend and may go for 
the six-furlong handicap at 
the Curragh.”

KISSED GROUND
Pat Downey kissed the ground 
following the win of  his Three 
Bells (6/1f) in the Emerald Fa-
cility Services Event Cleaning 
Handicap, which credited the 
trainer with a belated first 
winner at his local track.

Three Bells was ridden 
by jockey Gary Carroll and 
Downey revealed: “I’ve have 
seconds and thirds here but 
that’s my first winner at Na-
van, which is my local track. 
I’ve just kissed the ground as 
I’ve always said I’d do it when 
I got a winner here! He (Three 
Bells) just keeps improving 
and is as honest as the day is 
long.

“He got left at the start the 
last time he was here and still 
finished second. I really fan-
cied him today as this course 

suits and the trip is ideal.
“We’ll go to Listowel now 

as the boys (Bells Syndicate) 
want a three-day holiday!”

SPRINT TRACK
The opening Irish Stallion 
Farms EBF Auction Maiden 
was the first of  four races 
run over the sprint track 
and in the end the Michael 
O’Callaghan-trained Moral 
High Ground justified strong 
market support and 8/11 fa-
vouritism to win under Em-
met McNamara. The son of  
Elnadhim quickened well in 
the closing stages for a three-
quarters of  a length win over 
Aspar.

O’Callaghan explained: 
“We fancied him first time 
out and thought it would take 
a group horse to beat him.

“That’s his minimum trip 
and Emmet said he gave a 
good blow half  a furlong out 
and he should improve again. 
He’s a very nice horse and has 
the size and scope and will go 
for the Champions Sales at 
Leopardstown (today). My 
father bred him and also has 
a half-sister by Henrythenavi-
gator going to the sales.”

On a day when nobody man-
aged more than one winner, 
champion jockey Pat Smul-
len partnered a 16/1 winner 
on the Jim Gorman-trained 
Snap Click in the Gorman-
lough Handicap.

Good day for Dalton

Curragh-based Gorman 
said: “The ground in Tipper-
ary was against him and he 
was back on good ground to-
day. It also helps having Mr 
Smullen on board!

“We’ll keep going as long 
as we get a bit of  good ground 
and he might go over hurdles 
as well.”

MARKET SUPPORT
The James Ryan-trained Red 
Napoleon attracted plenty 
of  market support before 
making a winning debut in 
the concluding Come Racing 
Again Saturday 26th Septem-
ber Maiden.

Ridden by Fran Berry, 
the gelded son of  War Chant 
was backed from 20/1 in the 
morning into 8/1 SP and in 
the race, quickened up well in 
the closing stages for a three-
quarters of  a length win over 
McGuigan.

 KILBEGGAN  FRIDAY  

 ■HORSE TO FOLLOW
TARAS CALL (M. Fahey): 
He will hardly need to 
progress too much more 
in order to find a winning 
turn soon after his bum-
per second placing.

  ■ACTING STEWARDS 

T. Hunt, N. McCaffrey, E. 
Galvin, R. Mahon, P.D. 
Matthews

McCreery's  season gallops on
 NAVAN  SATURDAY  

Shrill and Robert Downey won  
at Navan  ■HORSE TO FOLLOW

ASPAR (T. Stack): He 
gave away weight in the 
opening maiden but still 
ran with credit to finish 
second. He should prove 
difficult to beat on his 
next start in a similar 
race.

 ■ACTING STEWARDS

T. Hunt, Dr J.F. Gillespie, 
N. Colfer, D. McCorkell, 
H. Hynes

Star Power and Ben Dalton beat  He Is Top Class and Aunt Alice
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  ■ Ryan  McElligott 

TOGOVILLE, who has been 
such a fine standard bearer 
for his Greek-born trainer 
Georgios Pakidis over the last 
10 months, produced possibly 
his finest effort to date in the 
featured Irishinjuredjockeys.
com Handicap. 

Last December Togoville 
started to make sustained 
progress on the polytrack and 
he showed that he has main-
tained that improvement in 
making his first try over five 
furlongs a successful one. The 
91-rated five-year-old, who has 
winning form up to a mile, 
had no difficulty holding his 
own against these seasoned 
sprinters. He made most of  
the running under apprentice 
Sean Corby and from over a 
furlong out had the measure 
of  Kasbah. At the line the 
grey, who has won five of  his 
last eight starts at this track, 
had a length and a half  to 
spare over Kasbah with the 
favourite Ardhoomey third.

“He’s got great natural 
speed and he’s a remarkable 
horse who loves it here,” de-
clared Pakidis, who trains 
the winner for Patrick Mc-
Cann and Paul Kelly. “He 
doesn’t like soft ground which 
is why we kept him back for 
Dundalk and anything from 
five furlongs to a mile is fine 
for him. Maybe we could look 
at a couple of  listed races for 
him here during the autumn.”

The most interesting race 
of  the day was the two-year-
old maiden over seven fur-
longs where Aidan O’Brien’s 
General Macarthur ac-
counted for several well-fan-
cied opponents, leaving the 
form of  his debut run well 
behind. 

The son of  War Front and 
Imagine looked altogether 
sharper for his second outing 
as he turned in a nice effort to 
carry the day by half  a length. 
Joseph O’Brien sent him to 
the front two furlongs from 
home and the 11/4 chance 
knuckled down well when re-
quired to account for the new-
comer A Likely Story. 

“He was fierce green on his 

debut for some reason but he 
was much better today. I was 
probably in front a bit soon on 
him. He’s a nice colt and will 
hopefully improve,” reported 
the winning rider.

The Ken Condon stalwart 
Strait Of  Zanzibar (16/1) 
came back to form in the sev-
en-furlong rated race to make 
it seven wins from 65 career 
starts. The Ray Doyle-owned 
six-year-old certainly wasn’t 
winning out of  turn having 
been placed on nine occasions 
this year and produced a very 
willing effort for Billy Lee. 

When the trail-blazing Ma-
ontri gave way nearing the 
last furlong Strait Of  Zanzi-
bar took over in front and he 
saw off  the well backed fa-
vourite Great Wide Open. In 
a tight contest the first eight 
home were covered by just two 
lengths. 

“I was pleased to see him 
get a low draw and the race set 
up nicely for him. He comes 
off  the bridle plenty early but 
he digs deep and fights,” re-
flected Condon, whose charge 
was due to turn out at Lay-
town on Thursday.

RELIABLE
The reliable veteran Eye Of  
The Tiger (7/1) was reward-
ed for his consistency as he 
shouldered top weight to vic-
tory in the two-mile handicap. 
The 10-year-old, who had been 
placed on six of  his nine starts 

since joining Johnny Mur-
tagh, was produced by Ross 
Coakley to hold every chance 
as the last furlong loomed. 
The former German Group 2 
winner finished out his race 
well to defeat Magnetic Force 
by a head. 

“I’m delighted for him. 
He’s been running consis-
tently and stays very well,” 
said Murtagh who trains the 
gelding for English owner Ben 
Lewis. “He’s a lovely horse to 
have around the place and 
hopefully we might get an-
other win out of  him. Ross 
(Coakley) puts a lot of  hard 
work in and is getting his re-
ward now.”

SHOCK WIN
A 50/1 shock was lying in 
wait in the apprentice riders’ 
maiden over a mile where 
John Murphy’s Cape Discov-
ery left the form of  his first 
two runs well behind. A sec-
ond career winner for Kerry-
born jockey Keith Moriarty, 
Cape Discovery swept by the 
market leaders Duchessofflor-
ence and Black Wolf  Run to 
take charge early in the last 
furlong. He finished with 
three-quarters of  a length to 
spare over Zuberi, who looked 
somewhat unlucky having 
been hemmed in for a period 
inside the last couple of  fur-
longs. Cape Discovery carries 
the colours of  John Nordlok-
ken.

“We were disappointed 
with his first couple of  runs 
but he’s a big, backward horse 
who is only coming to himself  
now,” stated the trainer’s son 
George.

The capable Sassaway 
notched up the sixth triumph 
of  her career as she returned 
from almost four months off  
in the five-furlong handicap 
for Declan McDonogh and 
Eamonn O’Connell. The 14/1 
shot went for home with over 
a furlong to run and first dealt 
with the challenge of  the fa-
vourite Acroleina before then 
holding off  Anonymous Lady.

“She came home with a 
little injury after her last run 
at Navan so we had to give 
her time to come right,” re-

ported O’Connell who trains 
the winner for the Liiimerick 
Syndicate. “She’s probably go 
back to the Curragh shortly 
and she’s had an easy season 
so she might run here over the 
winter.”

Connor King rode his first 
winner without a claim as 
Kodiac’s Back (9/4) shrugged 
off  top weight in the first divi-
sion of  the 47-65 rated handi-
cap over a mile. The four-year-
old was getting lonely in front 
having been left in lead from 
before the turn in but he last-
ed home by a head from the 
oncoming Pretty Famous. 

“It was a long way up the 
straight!” quipped David Mar-
nane who trains the winner 
for McGettigans Management 
Services JLT. “He travelled 
well in the first time blinkers 
and I imagine that he could 
come back here again during 
the winter.”

Coach Bombay gave train-
er Adrian Joyce his third win-
ner from his last eight run-
ners in the second division 
of  the 47-65 rated handicap. 
Owned and bred by Sean Dal-
ton, the seven-year-old has 
recorded all four of  wins at 
this track and was actually a 
pound lower than when suc-
cessful over a mile and a half  
in May. Fran Berry moved 
Coach Bombay to the front 
early in the straight en route 
to a half  length defeat of  Ar-
tistic Integrity.

 ■ACTING STEWARDS

L. McFerran, P. Caffrey, 
E. McElroy, D. McCorkell, 
M.F. O’Donoghue

 ■HORSE TO FOLLOW

BLUE DE VEGA (M. 
O’Callaghan): He went 
off favourite for the 
two-year-old maiden and 
ran a fine race in third. 
He jumped off slowly 
and then didn’t enjoy 
the smoothest of runs in 
the straight but he came 
home well to be beaten 
just over a length. He 
looks very promising. 

McCreery's  season gallops on

Togoville wins again at favourite track

Pat Downey kisses the ground after Three Bells gave him his first win-
ner at his local track Navan

Ryan said: “He’s always 
been a really nice horse and 
is a lovely mover and that 
ground was perfect for him 
today. Fran gave him a lovely 
ride and he wasn’t knocked 
around. He’ll improve an aw-
ful lot as he was only 80% and 
that was the first time he had 
horses around him. He’d be a 
lovely horse for the all-weath-
er at Dundalk.”

The Michael Halford 
trained Venezia (5/1) regis-
tered his second win and his 
first on turf  when landing 
the John Lynch Carpets And 
Flooring Handicap under 
Halford’s stable jockey Shane 
Foley.

The grey son of  Galileo 
made a winning debut for 
Halford at Dundalk last Oc-
tober, having been trained in 

Britain by Martyn Meade, and 
stayed on well here in the clos-
ing stages for a neck win over 
Hudson’s Bay.

Halford said: “His run at 
Leopardstown looked good 
enough to win this and they 
went a good gallop and it 
opened up nicely for him in 
the straight. He loves the con-
ditions and stays well.

“He’s in next weekend at 
Leopardstown in the one-
mile, six-furlong handicap but 
I don’t think he’ll get in and 
might go to Listowel for the 
premier handicap there over 
one-mile, four-furlong if  the 
sun continues to shine.

“The guys (Hickman and 
Johns) that own him are based 
in Singapore so we’ll re-group 
at the end of  the year and see 
what the plan is for him.”

 DUNDALK  SUNDAY 

Togoville and Sean Corby racing home

Ban
  ■ CHRISTINA Simpson was 

given a two-day whip ban 
for her efforts on Suffice To 
Say in the apprentice riders’ 
maiden. Fastidious was re-
ported to have burst a blood 
vessel following his below-par 
effort in the seven-furlong 
rated race.
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