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How did you get into racehorse owner-
ship?
I got involved through Kieran Gammell, 
a friend. It was always an ambition 
to own a horse and the Global Equine 
Syndicate was the perfect vehicle. The 
syndicate set up by David (Marnane) 
appealed to me with three horses to race 
for the members and the once-off  pay-
ment was a massive attraction, covering 
the cost of  the horses, training fees and 
expenses until the horses will be sold at 
the end of  their three-year-old career. 

What was your best day at the races 
and why?
Octavia wining at Naas last month. I 
was joined my dad and family, it was a 
big thrill to see her score in good style, 
having been knocking on the door all 
season. 

What is the biggest drawback about 
being a racehorse owner?
It’s disappointing when your horse fails 
to run to expectations but that’s part of  
the game and I understand. 

In your experience, which racecourse 
treats owners the best and why?
Naas. After Octavia won we were 
brought for a celebratory drink to watch 
a re-run of  the victory. It was a nice 
gesture by the management and added 
to the enjoyment. Tipperary Race-
course invited the owners for a drink 

after Pullman Brown won in April but 
unfortunately I was unable to go racing 
that evening. 

Flat or jump racing, which do you pre-
fer and why?
My Dad and I go jump racing in the 
winter. Having a National Hunt horse 
in training doesn’t appeal due to the 
injuries. 

What qualities do you look for in a 
trainer?
Honesty and integrity. David is very 
honest and is realistic in his assessment 
of  the horses. He keeps us updated with 
reports on the horses via text and email, 
and he and his team are very welcoming 
when we visit his yard in Tipperary to 

watch the horses work on the gallops. 
I can recommend his mother Mary’s 
breakfast! It’s part of  the fun and excite-
ment when owning horses -  visiting the 
yard and seeing the horses and some-
thing I would fully recommend, particu-
larly for new owners in the sport.

What improvements would you like to 
see racecourses in Ireland do for own-
ers?
Many of  the racecourses need to up-
grade facilities for owners, particularly 
the owners and trainers’ bar. They need 
to be fitted out with large screen TVs, 
comfortable seating and complimentary 
tea and coffee would be a nice gesture. 

I found the racecourses very gener-
ous in allocating the syndicate extra 
badges when bringing my family and 
friends - it’s appreciated.

How did your syndicate get its name? 
As many members of  Global Equine 
Syndicate are based overseas, notably 
in Dubai, Abu Dhabi and London, David 
was keen to have an international con-
nection in the name.

When buying a horse, what do you look 
for?
I left it to David, he has an excellent 
record buying nice horses with a lim-
ited budget and he purchased the three 
horses. Given the syndicate’s budget he 
has found three nice horses and given 
us many pleasurable days out watching 
them race. 

What horses do you currently have in 
training?
Laharde, Octavia and Pullman Brown.

What’s next on the agenda for your 
horses?
I’m looking forward to seeing Pullman 
Brown, twice a winner this year, run in 
the €150,000 Northfields Handicap at the 
Curragh on Champions Weekend - it’s a 
thrill to have a runner on a premier day 
of  the Irish racing calendar. Laharde 
and Octavia have options at Listowel 
and it would be nice to have a runner at 
the final festival of  the summer circuit. 

The syndicate will be disbanded at 
the end of  the season and the three 
horses will be sold. I’m looking forward 
to getting involved again with David in 
a similar syndicate which he is starting 
again this year. 

What advice would you give to some-
one thinking of becoming a racehorse 
owner?
Recognise the costs involved and accept 
disappointments. It’s a great sport and 
joining the Global Equine Syndicate has 
proved fun and very enjoyable. David 
and his team have done a great job. I 
couldn’t be happier. 

Andrew Maher is a 
member of the Global 
Equine Syndicate who 
have three horses in 
training with David 
Marnane

The owner
c/o ITBA, Greenhills, Kill, Co Kildare
Tel: 045 878173
Email: info@irishracehorseowners.com
Web: irishracehorseowners.com

Octavia’s winning 
connections at Naas 
with David Marnane 
and Connor King

Andrew Maher was in conversation with 
Olivia Hamilton

AIRO secured free admission to over 90 
racedays in 2015 for registered owners 
with a horse in training.

Listowel  Monday, September 14th
Ballinrobe  Tuesday, September 22nd
Downpatrick  Friday, September 25th
Curragh  Sunday, September 27th
Roscommon  Monday, September 28th
Sligo  Wednesday, September 30th

It’s part of the fun and 
excitement when owning 

horses - visiting the yard and 
seeing the horses and  
something I would fully  
recommend, particularly for 
new owners in the sport
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€10FREE 
BET

FREE €10 MATCHED BET FOR 
CHAMPIONS WEEKEND

Present this voucher to any on-course bookmaker at the 
Leopardstown or the Curragh on Champions Weekend, 
along with your own €10 in cash, and you will receive a 

bet to the value of €20

Thanks to Leopardstown and the Curragh Racecourse Bookmakers for this generous offer. 
Only one voucher can be used per transaction. Photocopies will not be accepted. Voucher is invalid after 5pm 
on Sunday, September 13th


