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T HE Longines Irish 
Champions Weekend 
is in its second year 
and already is making 

headlines with the quality of  
the racing over two days. 

Looking back to this 
weekend a decade ago, it is 
worth noting the importance 
of  the Leopardstown meeting 
which was staged on the 
Saturday, preceded by an eve-
ning meeting at Kilbeggan 
and followed by a Ladbrokes-
sponsored National Hunt 
card at Killarney on the 
Sunday.

The day at Leopardstown 
was memorable for Aidan 
O’Brien as he saddled four 
winners, while across the 

water in Doncaster he 
teamed up with Frankie Det-
tori to win the St Leger with 
Scorpion. 

Back to Leopardstown 
though and more than 
12,000 people went through 
the turnstiles to watch two 
superb Group 1 races, though 
this figure was down about 
1,500 from the previous year. 

The feature was the €1 mil-

lion Bailey’s Irish Champion 
Stakes and it was a member 
of  the classic generation, 
Oratorio, who emerged victo-
rious in the hands of  Kieren 
Fallon, beating Motivator 
and Alexander Goldrun. 

Ten went to post for the 
race and they included the 
winners of  some €10 million 
up to that point, with the 
winners of  no less than 14 

Group 1 races among them. 
Other notable contend-

ers were Azamour and Grey 
Swallow. Oratorio came 
into the race with question 
marks, having been jarred 
when landing the Eclipse 
Stakes back in July. 

Retiring to stud with 
winnings of  more than £1 
million, Oratorio stood for 
a number of  seasons at 

Coolmore before being sold a 
couple of  years ago to South 
Africa and he is currently at 
the Avontuur Stud there. 

He is sire of  a number of  
Group 1 winners, and these 
include the classic winner 
Biz The Nurse, the top-class 
Hong Kong runner Military 
Attack, the Dewhurst Stakes 
winner Beethoven and lead-
ing southern hemisphere 

runners Manawanui and 
Banchee.

O’Brien’s other winners 
at Leopardstown on the day 
were Briolette (a Sadler’s 
Wells half-sister to Pilsud-
ski) in a fillies handicap, the 
subsequent The Irish Field 
St Leger winner Septimus on 
his debut in a two-year-old 
maiden, and Dylan Thomas 
who won the €200,000 Irish 
Breeders Foal Levy Stakes. 

The latter colt went on 
to win the Irish Derby the 
following year, followed as a 
four-year-old by victories in 
the Tattersalls Millions Irish 
Champion Stakes and the 
Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe. 

At stud he is the sire of  six 
Group 1 winners, with this 
year’s Coronation Cup  
winner Pether’s Moon,  
leading Italian runner and 
classic winner Dylan Mouth 
and top Hong Kong per-
former Blazing Speed among 
them.

W hile the Cham-
pion Stakes took 
the spotlight, the 
€250,000 Coolmore 

Fusaichi Pegasus Matron 
Stakes was no less attrac-
tive, with the classic winners 
Virginia Waters and Saoire 
taking on, and losing out to, 
the older fillies Attraction 
and Chic. 

It was Mark Johnston’s 
Attraction, racing for her 
owner/breeder the Duke of  
Roxburghe, who bounced 
back to her best and denied 
Chic and Virginia Waters. 
The previous season she 
had seemed invincible and 
became the first filly to 
complete the English/Irish 
1000 Guineas double. She was 
runner-up to Soviet Star in 
the race as a three-year-old. 
She was a doubtful runner 
until the day due to ground 
worries. Deirdre Johnston 
gave her the green light.

Attraction retired to stud 
at the end of  her four-year-
old career with a record of  10 

wins from 15 starts, seven of  
the victories gained in group 
races. She has made a good 
start at stud with the group-
winning Oasis Dream colt 
Fountain Of  Youth and the 
graded-stakes placed Galileo 
mare Cushion as her two best 
runners to date. Sadly two of  
her other winners died at a 
young age. 

Meanwhile at Doncaster 
Frankie Dettori’s decision 
to ride Scorpion to win the 
St Leger for Ballydoyle after 
defecting from Motivator in 
the Irish Champion Stakes 
was greeted with huge sur-
prise and was to ultimately 

lead to the rider apologising 
to Sheikh Mohammed for the 
lack of  courtesy he displayed 
in doing so. Godolphin had 
wanted Dettori to ride at 
Goodwood on the day, but 
released the Italian from 
the obligation to partner 
Motivator. The late switch to 
Doncaster was frowned upon. 

It was a decision by 
Dettori to partner another 
Ballydoyle runner Camelot 
in the Arc in 2012 that led 
to speculation about the 
continuation of  his role with 
Godolphin, and a week or so 
later came the news that he 
was not to be retained.

  ■ The deaths of two well 
known people were reported. 
The renowned artist Des 
Snee died at his home in 
Avoca at the young age of 48. 
At the age of 86 the well-
known veterinary surgeon 
Tommy Steele passed away in 
Belfast. He had been practic-
ing up to a few weeks before 
his death. 

  ■ Stephen Collins of Der-
rinstown Stud was the subject 
of the popular Stewards’ 
Inquiry column, where people 
were asked a serious of ques-
tions about themselves. In 
it Stephen revealed that his 
earliest racing memory was 
“wearing short pants at The 
Curragh when the brilliant 
Nijinsky won the Irish Derby”, 
while the best piece of advice 
he ever got was “speak when 
you are angry and you’ll make 
the best speech you’ll ever 
regret!” His favourite saying 
is “a good plan today is better 
than a perfect plan tomor-
row”. 

  ■ Chris McGrath, in the 
Better Betting section of the 
paper, nominated the two-
year-old maiden Papal Bull as 
a ‘horse with potential’. The 
Sir Michael Stoute trained 
son of Montjeu had just made 

his debut at Newmarket, fin-
ishing fourth of eight behind 
Primary. His subsequent 20 
starts saw him amass more 
than £500,000 and win 
four group races, including 
the Group 2 King Edward VII 
Stakes. He was runner-up in 
the Group 1 King George VI & 
Queen Elizabeth Stakes and 
now stands at Coolagown 
Stud in Fermoy.

  ■ An equine death was 
announced when Danetime, 
who was due to cover a book 
of 100 mares in Western 
Australia, died suddenly. He 
was based in Ireland at Tony 
O’Callaghan’s Tally-Ho Stud 
and had raced for Michael 
Tabor. Danetime made a sen-
sational start at stud when 
his 19 winners of 32 races 
made him the champion first-
season sire in Europe. He not 
only became an outstanding 
sire himself, but his son My-
boycharlie is also a success-

ful Group 1 sire. 

  ■ The Irish Field’s French 
correspondent Desmond 
Stoneham previewed the Arc 
trials weekend and suggested 
Hurricane Run and Shawanda 
would win the Prix Niel and 
Prix Vermeille respectively. 
They did. He also tipped the 
first two in both the Prix Foy 
and Prix Gladiateur, but had 
them in reverse order. 

  ■ The 2005 Doncaster St 
Leger Yearling Sale closed 
with an improved average, 
a matching median and a 
smaller turnover thanks to 
fewer horses being sold. The 
final tallies showed 437 year-
lings sell for 10,808,600gns, 
at an average of 24,734gns 
and a median of 20,000gns. 
A record price for a filly was 
established when Andy Smith 
gave 140,000gns for Camas 
Park Stud’s Grand Lodge filly 
out of Doula.

REMEMBERING WHEN >> Leo Powell

Leopardstown serves up a feast of  racing
Leo Powell looks 
at the high-class 
programme of 
racing offered on 
Irish Champion 
Stakes day 10 
years ago

Oratorio and Kieren Fallon 
(centre) win the Baileys 
Irish Champion Stakes from 
Motivator (second right), 
Alexander Goldrun (left) and 
Azamour (right)

 ■NEWS SHORTS FROM THE PAPER 10 YEARS AGO

It only 
seems like 
yesterday
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Attraction and Scorpion make  
news on either side of the sea

Attraction with the Duke of Roxburghe at Leopardstown

Scorpion

The European Federation of Thoroughbred Breeders Associations met 
in Ireland and was hosted by the ITBA. A reception was held at the 
Keadeen Hotel to welcome delegates and the paper’s editor Leo Pow-
ell was pictured talking to the ITBA’s then vice-chairman Joe Hernon 
and Goffs’ director Nick Nugent. The picture of the trio shows Nick in 
typically animated form!
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