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A RACE in which a 10/1 shot 
beats a 33/1 no-hoper - in a 
tight finish and with several 
more-strongly-fancied horses 
well behind - requires a bit 
more explanation than most. 
That was the situation with 
this year’s Betfred-sponsored 
Sprint Cup at Haydock, and 
time analysis can help to 
solve the puzzle. 

It was no great surprise 
that the unbeaten Twilight 
Son prevailed, even if  this 
was a big step up from the 
handicaps he had been con-
testing, but the proximity of  
Strath Burn, a short-head 
back in second, is less easy to 
explain, as is the fact that the 
closest horse at single-figure 
odds was Danzeno in sixth. 

Still, the overall time of  
the race stacked up fairly 
well compared to others on 
the Haydock straight track, 
and resulted in both Twilight 
Son and Strath Burn getting 
118 timefigures. That is a 
smart rating, if  not quite up 
to the level to which Group 1 
winners aspire. 

Among sprinters, it is 
still well behind Mecca’s 
Angel’s season-leading 129 
in the Nunthorpe at York and 
Muthmir’s 124 in the King 
George at Goodwood, but not 
many others stand between 
Henry Candy’s three-year-
old and the pinnacle of  that 
division. 

Sectionals were difficult to 
take for the Sprint Cup, but 
there seems little doubt that 
the runners went quickly 
early and finished relatively 
slowly on ground that was 
good to soft. 

Twilight Son himself  ran 

the second half  of  the race 
several lengths slower than 
the first half. Others who 
raced close up paid much 
more, helping to contribute 
to the “odd” result. 

Strath Burn came from be-
hind, if  not from far behind, 
and ended up running the 
race closest to the estab-

lished par for this course and 
distance. The theory is that, 
while Strath Burn might in-
deed have been second best, 
Twilight Son could beat him 
by further in a more evenly-
paced race and plenty more 
would have been snapping at 
his heels another day, too. 

There are not very many 

opportunities left for Twi-
light Son this year, but the 
Sprint on British Champions 
Day at Ascot in October is 
an obvious one, and he could 
well rate into the 120s in that 
if  the run of  the race allows. 
Muhaarar (121 timefigure) 
will need to be on his “A 
game” to emerge victorious.

OTHER significant time 
performances were far from 
plentiful in the week just 
passed, but Henry Candy 
was responsible for another 
of  them.  La Rioja’s win at 
Salisbury was in a race - the 
Dick Poole Stakes - that has 
only recently been elevated 
to Group 3 status, but it came 
by wide margins and in an 
overall time which compared 
well with others on the card. 

A timefigure of  112 for a 
four and a half-length suc-
cess over the useful What-
doiwantthatfor has La Rioja 
second only to Acapulco in 
time terms among two-year-
old fillies in Britain and Ire-
land this year, though some 
of  those close behind her, not 
least Ballydoyle, could well 
leapfrog her in due course. 

La Rioja (by Hellvelyn) 
is sprint-bred through 
and through, though she 
clearly stays six furlongs on 
a slightly uphill track and on 
rain-softened ground very 
well. 

A slightly less lofty, but 
nonetheless encourag-
ing, timefigure came from 
another two-year-old earlier 

on the Salisbury card, with 
Ventura Storm posting a 
106 in the novice event over a 
mile. Although by the miler 
Zoffany, Ventura Storm looks 
like staying well, and a listed 
race can come his way. 

Listed was the level of  
competition for the Ardi-
laun Hotel Oyster Stakes at 
Galway on Monday. A strong 
field and a true pace led to a 
considerably quicker time 
than the two races at the 
same course and distance 
which followed it, with 
Zhukova narrowly bettering 
fellow Weld inmate Almela 
and both fillies returning 105 
timefigures.

THIS column pinned its Don-
caster St Leger colours each-
way to the Bondi Beach mast 
after his second to Storm The 
Stars in the Great Voltigeur 
Stakes at York in August and 
sees no reason in switching 
now that the colt is around 
half  his original price. 

This looks like quite a 
strong edition of  the oldest 
classic on the clock as far 
as quality, if  not quantity, is 
concerned. 

Storm The Stars (120 
timefigure) and Bondi 
Beach (119) are followed by 
Fields Of  Athenry on 113, 
while no horse has a recent 
time effort in excess of  110 
in the Irish equivalent at the 
Curragh tomorrow.    

TIME WILL TELL >> Simon Rowlands                                                                                   

A Twilight threat to Muhaarar

Twilight Son and Strath Burn earned the same timefigures in the Betfred Sprint Cup
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Rioja ripe for a big run

Bondi best 
for Leger

THE response to the first Irish 
Champions Weekend last year 
was almost universally posi-
tive and contrasts with the 
scepticism, or even cynicism, 
which still pervades in some 
quarters about the British 
equivalent. 

It helps to be racing in an 
established slot and on decent 
ground rather than in a man-
ufactured one in October, of  
course. But it was not just the 
ground that was “good or bet-
ter” 12 months ago: the horses 
were, too. 

This time round there is 
another abundance of  equine 
riches. Golden Horn (127 
best timefigure) leads the way 
on the stopwatch in Leopard-
stown’s QIPCO Irish Cham-
pion Stakes from Free Eagle 
(125) and Gleneagles (120), 
but, once again, the run of  the 
race could be all-important. 

Golden Horn was noted for 
his smart turn of  foot when 
racing at a lesser level, but his 
peak figure came in winning a 
strongly-run Derby at Epsom 

at further than today’s race, 
and he could prove vulner-
able if  the race becomes tac-
tical. By contrast, Gleneagles 
has been winning his races 
at shorter with a late burst 
of  speed more than through 
stamina. 

Free Eagle is more of  a 
mile and a quarter special-
ist, from what we know of  
him, but he might have been 
a shade fortunate to deny The 
Grey Gatsby at Royal Ascot, 
and that one was brushed 
aside by Golden Horn in the 
Eclipse at Sandown next time. 
There are some other formi-
dable rivals entered. Time 
enthusiasts are likely to stick 
with Golden Horn, but this is 
a contest to relish whether or 
not you strike a bet. 
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Distance could hinder 
Golden Horn’s sprint

 ■AVERAGE TIMEFORM  ■RATINGS FOR WINNERS  ■ IRELAND AND  ■BRITAIN, 2014 
Race Type 2yo 

only
3yo 
only

3yo 
plus

4yo 
plus

Group 1 114 120 124 124
Group 2 110 117 118 121
Group 3 104 112 115 118
Listed 102 107 110 111
Claimer 64 75 80 80
Maiden 81 83 80 76
Minor 92 90 95 98
Seller 62 66 72 76
Add 3 for races restricted to males. Sub-
tract 4 for races restricted to females

Zhukova and Almela both are rated 105 after Galway

Leopardstown 
preview  
>> B6-7

St Leger 
preeview 
>> B38-39


