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  ■ Ruth Rogers

AN extraordinary general 
meeting (EGM) of  the Conne-
mara Pony Breeders Society 
will be held next Friday, July 
17th July in Hayden’s Hotel, 
Ballinasloe, Co Galway at 
8.30pm.

Those with an eligible vote 
were urged to attend what is be-
ing billed as possibly the most 
important meeting since the 
foundation of  the society.

The purpose of  the EGM is 
to consider and vote on a spe-
cial resolution to amend the 
Memorandum and Articles of  
Association of  the Company.

Over the past number of  
weeks, society president Tom 
MacLochlainn and Jerry Ma-
hon, chairman of  the memo-
randum committee, have trav-
elled all over Ireland to present 
the proposals to Connemara 
groups and breeders.

Among the proposals are 
that the council size would in-
crease to 21, with a minimum 

of  seven seats available for elec-
tion every year.

It is also proposed that there 
would be all-Ireland represen-
tation and province represen-
tation, with seats allocated 
on the basis of  membership 
in each of  the four provinces. 
Each elected council member 
would be allowed a maximum 
term of  six years, with all coun-
cil members facing elections at 
least once in every three years.

MAXIMUM TERM
It is also proposed that a maxi-
mum term period of  one year 
should apply for executive 
officers in their roles, after 
which they should present 
themselves for election by 
council members.

The presidency does not es-
cape reform either, with a max-
imum term of  two years sug-
gested, after which he or she 
must stand down for a least a 
year before seeking re-election.

Only members resident in 
Ireland who have paid their 

membership subscription on 
or before January 31st 2015 will 
be eligible to vote at this EGM.

Meanwhile it was also an-
nounced that the Midlands 
All Ireland Connemara 
Broodmare Championship 
has a new direct entry format 
for the €1,900 prize fund for 
the class onat the 12thannual 
show at Mullingar Equestri-
an Centre on July 26th.

In view of  the difficulties 
encountered in confirming 
the status of  winning brood-
mares, the committee have 
now decided to eliminate 
this condition as a prerequi-
site to enter the Midlands All 
Ireland broodmare class.

Rules 3, 4 and 5 of  Mid-
lands All Ireland Broodmare 
Championship 2015 have 
been discarded. All entries 
close on Monday (July13th) 
for the 23 in-hand and 13 rid-
den classes

For more information, 
email eilishdurcan53@gmail.
com or call 085-1636843.

  ■ Leanne O’Sullivan

A Co Meath family are ap-
pealing to the public for 
help in identifying a large 
haul of  tack and equipment 
stolen from their home in 
Dunsany, Co Meath.

At approximately 2am on 
Wednesday, July 1st, thieves 
broke into the Kealy fam-
ily’s private residence in 
Dunsany, Co Meath stealing 
approximately €7,000 worth 
of  equestrian equipment.

The family home is lo-
cated in a secluded area 
with locked yard gates and 
a locked tack room but the 
thieves managed to clear 
the tack room of  dozens of  
items, including a brown 
Celleria 17-inch wide sad-
dle, a black Beauty general 
purpose 16-inch saddle, a 
brown Mackey Classic full 
size bridle, a black Mackey 

cob size bridle, as well as a 
Hummingbird trimmer, Teki 
showjumping and Brogini 
boots and a blue Race Safe 
child’s body protector. Also 
stolen were Masta horse 
rugs, lunging equipment 
and grooming equipment.

The thieves loaded all 
of  this equipment into a 
Blue Ifor Williams horse-
box also belonging to the 
family, licence plate: 08-D-
23830 and serial number: 
SCK40000065017692.

The stolen riding equip-
ment had a lot of  sentimen-
tal value, the tack and rid-
ing equipment was bought 
for children’s birthdays and 
Christmas presents. The 
family are appealing for 
any information about their 
belongings. Anyone with 
information is asked to con-
tact Dunshaughlin Garda 
Station at 01-8258600.

Susan Wyse
 ■AFTER 15 years working 

with Showjumping Ireland, 
Susan Wyse has decided to 
leave her position at the end 
of this month. Wyse, who is 
a familiar voice and face at 
Showjumping Ireland offices, 
is looking forward to relaxing 
and attending lots of shows 
over the coming months.

John Allen
 ■THE funeral mass of John 

Allen takes place today (Sat-
urday) in St Caimins Church, 
Mountshannon at 11.30am. 
A full tribute to the County 
Clare judge and inspector will 
appear in a future issue. 

  ■ Isabel Hurley

A NEWLY foaled mare is 
recovering well this week 
after being saved from cer-
tain death when she became 
trapped in a deep bog hole in 
a Waterford field.

As these dramatic pictures 
show, the exhausted mare was 
stuck up to her neck in deep 
mud in the Butlerstown area 
outside Waterford City last 
Thursday.

The successful rescue of  
the horse by Waterford Ani-
mal Welfare and Waterford 
Fire Service struck a chord 
with the public at large, with 
almost 2,000 hits on social 
media.

Senior assistant chief  fire 
officer with Waterford Fire 
Service, Tony Murphy, told 
The Irish Field: “We work 
closely with Waterford Ani-
mal Welfare on cases like 
this. The horse fell into a deep 
bog hole in the field and the 
animal was quite tired with 
a young foal nearby. A vet-
erinary surgeon was on hand 
to sedate the horse, with the 
slings in position, we used a 
controlled winch to raise the 
animal out. Everyone was de-
lighted to see a successful out-
come to this case as it could 
have been different.”

The stricken mare’s plight 
was discovered purely by 
chance by a man out walking 
his dogs.

He alerted Waterford Ani-
mal Welfare and Andrew 
Quinn of  the volunteer organ-
isation, who is also a Water-
ford fireman, quickly arrived 
on the scene and also found 
the mare’s colt foal, estimated 
to be only about a week old, 
distressed and hungry nearby.

Andrew’s son Michael and 
daughter Aisling Whelan, 
who is a welfare officer with 
Waterford Animal Welfare, 
both arrived to help, the lat-

ter with the large animal res-
cue unit equipment. In a joint 
operation, Waterford Animal 
Welfare, combined with Wa-
terford Fire Service crews 
from Waterford and Tra-
more as well as a veterinary 
surgeon, worked together 
to put a plan in place to free 
the trapped mare, a process 
which took over an hour.

“It was a deep bog hole in 
what looked like a normal 
big field. The mare was stuck 
up to her neck in thick mud. 
It’s hard to say how long she 
was trapped there but she was 
exhausted and her foal was 
very hungry,’’ said Aisling 

Whelan. Andrew, who trained 
in Britain in large animal 
rescue, was able to put that 
experience into practice. Fire 
crew members had to get into 
the sinkhole with the horse in 
order to get the slings around 
her and after being sedated 
by the veterinary surgeon on 
hand, the mare was carefully 
winched out.

“It took a while for the 
horse to come around. She 
was very cold and hungry. 
There seemed to be damage 
done to the muscles around 
her pelvis. Both mare and 
foal were in very good condi-
tion generally, they were not 

neglected. We took her to the 
sanctuary to help her recover 
and in the last week, both 
have done well weight wise.

“It’s very important that 
people check grazing horses 
in fields every day. Any dan-
gerous areas like this should 
be fenced off,’’ advised Whel-
an.

Waterford Animal Welfare 
are currently seeking the 
owner of  the mare and foal 
to come forward. Waterford 
Animal Welfare is a 24-hour 
seven-day service and as this 
rescue shows, they can cer-
tainly handle all creatures 
great and small.
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