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BREEDING INSIGHTS >> Leo Powell

A CLASSIC winner is a clas-
sic winner and Sonia Rogers 
and her great friend Kirsten 
Rausing combined to land the 
Polish Derby on Sunday. Va 
Bank – named in honour of  a 
famous Polish movie – took the 
honours when the Irish-bred 
three-year-old beat two other 
Irish-breds to land the prize. 

A son of  Archipenko, 
Va Bank was purchased by 
Bobby O’Ryan at the Tatter-
salls Ireland September Sale 

two years ago for just €4,500 
and this win extended his 
unbeaten run to six, which 
also included the Polish 2000 
Guineas. The first three in 
the race were all signed for by 
O’Ryan at the sale, with the 
runner-up Sorento (by Echo 
Of  Light) realising €7,500 and 
the third home, Masterpower 
(by Mastercraftsman) being 
sold for €12,000 by his breeder 
Denis Brosnan. 

Va Bank is the first foal 
out of  the unraced Dilshaan 
mare Vinales and her siblings 
include the dam of  Equiano. 
Vinales was then covered by 
Jeremy and sold to De Burgh 
Equine for €4,800 at the Goffs 
November Sale in 2012. 

On the same day the Aussie 
Rules three-year-old Quelindo, 
a German-bred son of  the 
Lanwades stallion, captured 
the Hungarian Derby and he 
remains unbeaten this season. 
He also won the 2000 Guineas 
in Hungary and has more than 
justified his €9,000 sale price as 
a yearling at BBAG. 

THE smart juvenile hurdler 
Fiscal Focus was the first 
graded National Hunt win-
ner for his sire Intense Focus 
and was a homebred by 
Jim Bolger. Now the second 
offspring of  the Ballylinch 
Stud stallion to win at Grade 
2 level over jumps is also a 
Bolger-bred.

Solar Focus was placed 
a number of  times on the 
flat before his sale for just 
9,000gns at the Tattersalls 
Horses In Training Sale 
last year. He was bought by 
trainer Paolo Favero and 
races in his colours. Solar 
Focus beat another Irish-
bred four-year-old, Company 
Of  Ring (by Rossenarra Stud 
sire Windsor Knot) to land 
the Premio Ezio Vanoni in 
the beautiful surrounds of  
Merano racecourse in north-
ern Italy last weekend. 

Intense Focus, who won 
the Dewhurst Stakes in a 
time two seconds faster than 
Frankel, is already a Group 
1 sire on the flat, his son 
Astaire winning the Middle 
Park Stakes. He stood at a fee 
of  €7,000 this year. 

Solar Focus is the second 
winner from the Galileo 
mare Saor Sinn and she was 
one of  just a pair of  runners 
from the listed winner La 
Meilleure not to win. That 
daughter of  the Irish Nation-
al Stud stallion Lord Gayle 
bred 10 winners and the list 
includes the Group 1 winner 
and Irish Derby runner-up 
Sholokov, the stakes-winning 
Zavaleta (who is grandam of  
the aforementioned Intense 
Focus) and the stakes winner 
Affianced, dam of  the Irish 
Derby and Coronation Cup 
winner Soldier Of  Fortune.

BY the time you read this it 
is almost certain that Fastnet 
Rock will have sired the 
winners of  just over AUS$10 
million this season and he 
tops the Australian leading 
sire list. He is also, at the 
time of  writing, heading the 
table of  stakes winners with 
15, two ahead of  his nearest 
challenger Exceed And Excel. 
Three of  the 15 are Group 1 
winners and they are First 
Seal, Amicus and recent 
Queensland Derby winner 
Magicool. These are to be 
added to recent Group 1 suc-
cesses for two fillies trained 
by Aidan O’Brien, Qualify 
in the Epsom Oaks and Dia-
mondsandrubies in the Sea 
The Stars Pretty Polly Stakes.
Just behind Fastnet Rock is 
the Darley stallion Exceed 
And Excel and his progeny 
earnings for this season 
are about to travel north of  
AUS$9 million. He stood this 
year at Kildangan Stud for a 
fee of  $40,000, alongside his 
son Helmet who was avail-

able for a quarter of  that 
amount. 

Both these sires were 
among the sires paraded for 
breeders at Dalham Hall in 
Newmarket on Thursday and 
Friday this week. This annu-
al event is an opportunity for 
breeders attending the sales 
and racing in Newmarket to 
see the stallions before many 
of  them head to the southern 
hemisphere for the winter. 
Exceed And Excel was the 
champion sire in Australia 
for the 2012/13 season.

IMAGINE one stallion siring 
the first three home in the 
Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe 
and that all three were bred 
by the same farm? Well the 
11-furlong Durban July may 
not be the Arc, but it is the 
most important and richest 
race staged in South Af-
rica, and last Saturday three 
horses bred at Maine Chance 
Farm and sired by their resi-
dent stallion Silvano swept 
the board in this prestigious 
Group 1 race. 

Power King beat Punta 
Arenas and Tellina to scoop 
the R2,093,750 (€153,000) first 
prize and in so doing landed 
his sixth career success. The 
race was a huge compliment 
to the farm that produced the 
first three finishers and to 
their champion sire.

Founded by Godfrey Gird 
and Graham Beck, Maine 
Chance Farm was sold more 
than a decade ago to Andreas 
Jacobs and his wife Natalie 
and this was just after it had 
secured five consecutive 
breeders’ championships. 

The record of  breeding top-
class performers continues 
and the stud has flourished 
under the chairmanship 
of  Jacobs. It is one of  three 
exceptional farms he runs 
on behalf  of  his family – the 
others are Gestut Fahrhof  in 
Germany and Newsells Park 
Stud in England. 

Silvano was a leading 
performer around the world, 
winning the Grade 1 Arling-
ton Million in the USA, the 
Group 1 Queen Elizabeth II 
Stakes in Hong Kong, the 
Group 1 Singapore Cup and 
Group 2 races in his native 
Germany. Silvano is a prod-

uct of  Gestut Fahrhof  and 
started his stud career there. 
His best winners in Europe 
include the 2013 German 
Derby winner Lucky Speed 
and the German 1000 Guineas 
winner Mi Emma.

SONS
In South Africa he has sired 
some 14 Group 1 winners and 
they include previous Durban 
July winners Bold Silvano 
and Heavy Metal. 

Now standing alongside 
him is another of  his sons, 
Vercingetorix, a dual Group 
1 winner in Dubai and also 
winner at the highest level in 
South Africa. Silvano stands 

with the Irish 2000 Guineas 
winner Black Minnaloushe, 
now a leading sire in South Af-
rica and who came agonisingly 
close to adding to his Group 1 
tally when his two-year-old 
son Arabian Beat was beaten 
a short-head in the Group 1 
Durban Golden Horseshoe, one 
of  the supporting features on 
Saturday. 

While on the theme of  
South Africa, stallion masters 
there are about to embark on 
a new breeding season and 
the team at Drakenstein Stud 
must be especially pleased 
with themselves. Duke Of  
Marmalade is due to stand 
his second season there and 

must be assured of  a full book 
thanks to recent results. 

While he compiled an 
admirable record in Europe 
with his first crops which in-
cluded the Irish Oaks runner-
up Venus De Milo, his star has 
risen mightily this year with 
three classic winners includ-
ing Star Of  Seville and Nutan, 
winners respectively of  the 
French Oaks and the German 
Derby. His daughter Sound Of  
Freedom won the Italian 1000 
Guineas and was runner-up 
in the Italian Derby. His Derby 
winning brother Ruler Of  The 
World (by Galileo) has just 
completed his first season in 
Tipperary. 

First three home by Silvano

Sonia Rogers

Arqana’s formula
  ■ LOOKING for a juvenile 

winner? Arqana believes that 
the formula for their v.2 Year-
ling Sale, due to take place on 
Tuesday, August 18th is the 
one for you then, with precoc-
ity being described as the 
backbone of the sale. 

Nearly three-quarters of 
the 137 yearlings on offer this 
year have a foaling date of 
March 31st or earlier, while 
two-thirds of the dams with 
progeny that have run have 
produced two-year-old win-
ners. Dark Angel, Kendargent, 
Siyouni and Zoffany are just 
some of the sires represented 
this year. 

All but one of the yearlings 
for sale were born, bred or 
assimilated in France and will 
benefit from a 64% top-up 
to any prize money earned 
under the French owners’ 
premiums scheme. All the 
consignors at the sale are 
also French, so any interested 
buyers will have to compete 
with a strong home buying 
base. Last year’s sale, the 
second renewal of the con-
cept, produced a clearance 
rate of more than 90%. 

The buyer and the owner of 
the most successful graduate 

of the sale at two years will 
earn a bonus of a holiday for 
two at a Beachcomber Hotel 
in Mauritius. The winners 
of the first such bonus were 
Gianluca Bietolini and agent 
Marco Bozzi. They bought the 
unbeaten juvenile of 2014 
Slew Of Fortune for €22,000. 
The catalogue is now avail-
able online at www.arqana.
com 

Leopardstown 
hosts ambassadors

  ■ WHAT do Korea, Turkey, 
Morocco, Japan, Hong Kong 
and Leopardstown racecourse 
have in common? Well, the 
last named is hosting five 
races named in honour of the 
quintet of countries and will 
welcome the ambassadors of 
each country to their meeting 
on Thursday, July 23rd. 

Two of the races, the Jock-
ey Club of Turkey Silver Flash 
Stakes and the Japan Racing 
Association Tyros Stakes, 
are Group 3 events. The 
representatives of the Jockey 
Club of Turkey, Japan Racing 
Association, Korean Racing 
Authority, SOREC (Moroccan 
racing authority) and Hong 
Kong Racehorse Owners 
Association will be hosted by 
Irish Thoroughbred Marketing 
on the evening when they will 
have an opportunity to meet 
many industry professionals. 
Hopefully many breeders will 
also attend and make impor-
tant contacts.

Silvano

Breeders, stallion masters and readers are invited to 
contact Leo Powell at leopowell@theirishfield.ie and 
visit our website www.theirishfield.ie
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