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How did you get into racehorse owner-
ship?
A few years ago, I developed an interest in 
owning a racehorse so I asked agent Pat 
McLoughlin from Castlerea for his help. 
I’d always considered him very knowl-
edgeable when it comes to horses.
He introduced me to Denis Cullen, and 
they showed me a horse for which there 
was a half-share for sale. The other half-
share owner offered me the whole horse 
but I hadn’t the courage to go all in. I let 
that horse go and it won, and was then 
sold. 
Then Pat and Denis came up with another 
horse for me for smaller money. I let that 
one go too and he subsequently won too. 
Then Pat and Denis came up with yet an-
other horse for me but I still hadn’t the 
courage to buy it outright and that went 
on and won too.
So I was offered three horses, all of  which 
I declined and all three went on to win. 
I thought my luck had gone leaving three 
winners behind me. But soon afterwards, 
Pat and Denis introduced me to Baby Din-
nis as a two-year-old. I took the plunge, 
bought her, and haven’t looked back.

What was your best day at the races and 
why?
The evening at Leopardstown was great. 
Helen and all the kids were with me and 
we’d a great time which was topped off  
with Baby Dinnis’s win.

What is the biggest drawback about 
being a racehorse owner?
Paying your monthly fees and investing 
your money hoping to get a win but not 
getting it. It can be quite frustrating. I’m 
only involved a year but I’ve two wins 
and a place. I didn’t have to wait too long, 
but when you’re new to racehorse owner-
ship, you’re hoping you’ll win first time 
out. I was very anxious in the beginning 
and was always asking Denis when is 
the win coming? Denis said to me that 
sometimes it’s easier to train a horse 
than an owner!

In your experience, which racecourse 
treats owners the best and why?
Leopardstown were very good to us 
and helpful, especially with the kids. 
Dundalk were very good too - very nice 
and helpful all the way. My local track 
Roscommon seems to be very good too.

Connections of  Baby Dinnis celebrate at Leopardstown

Micheal O’Connor is 
a dairy farmer based 
in Ballintubber, Co 
Roscommon. He’s 
married to Helen 
and they have five 
children, all of whom 
accompanied Micheal 
when Baby Dinnis 
stylishly landed an 
apprentice handicap 
at Leopardstown last 
month

The owner
c/o ITBA, Greenhills, Kill, Co Kildare
Tel: 045 878173
Email: info@irishracehorseowners.com
Web: irishracehorseowners.com
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Flat or jump racing, which do you prefer 
and why?
At the moment, because I own a flat horse, 
I prefer flat racing but she might develop 
into a National Hunt horse in time, be-
cause she’s big enough to jump. Tradition-
ally, I’m more into jump racing.

What qualities do you look for in a 
trainer?
Firstly, you want your trainer to be honest 
and straight and I’ve found Denis to be 
both with me.
Regarding what to expect with owning a 
horse, and what not to expect, I’ve found 
Denis very helpful. 
As a new owner, I was always wondering 
is everything straight and above board but 
I’ve found Denis to be 100% straight. He 
looks after the horse first and foremost, 
and if  the horse isn’t ready, the horse 
won’t run. The horse’s welfare is very 
important to Denis. 

What improvements could be made to 
racing in Ireland?
With the balloting system, you could be 
waiting quite a while for a horse to get 
a run. More divisions would be most 
welcome. From an owner’s perspective, 
you’re investing money for a couple of  
months to get a run but get balloted out 
and you might end up running in a race 
that doesn’t really suit her.

What improvements would you like to see 
racecourses in Ireland do for owners?
If  racecourses could issue a few extra 
complimentary tickets to owners, it would 
stir up a bit of  extra interest in a race 
meeting, and it would allow an owner to 
bring along some guests.

How do you feel owners are treated at the 
races when not having a winner?
The owner with a horse who finishes out 
the back has put a lot in as well as the 
winner but he might need most encour-
agement to keep going. It would be nice to 
acknowledge them somehow.

What significance do your colours hold?
Blue and white are my local GAA club’s 
colours - Saint Croans, from Ballintubber 
and Ballymoe, Co Roscommon. 

 
When buying a horse, what do you look 
for?
I liked the look of  Baby Dinnis straight-
away. She’s a good, straight filly, and when 
I saw her for the first time, I thought I 
could see scope in her and thought she 
had a good frame.

What horses do you currently have in 
training?
Just Baby Dinnis.

 
Have you any horses to look forward to?
I have my eye on one.

What’s next on the agenda for Baby Din-
nis?
My intention was to continue to race her 

and eventually breed from her but since 
her Leopardstown victory, there’s been 
interest shown in her from a couple of  
different parties to purchase her. 
Admittedly, it is tempting to sell if  the 
price is right. Denis tells me there’s lots of  
improvement in her and we expect her to 
go on a long way.

 
What advice would you give to someone 
thinking of becoming a racehorse owner?
Be patient. If  you’re sure of  your horse, 
find a straight and honest trainer who you 
like.  Then hope for the best and keep your 
fingers crossed!

AIRO secured free admission on over 90 

racedays in 2015 for registered owners 
with a horse in training.

UPCOMING FREE DATES

Killarney          Monday, July 13th
Ballinrobe       Monday, July 20th
Ballinrobe Tuesday, July 21st
Down Royal   Friday, July 24th
Wexford        Friday, July 24th
Wexford         Saturday, July 25th
Cork              Monday, August 3rd
Cork              Tuesday, August 4th

Micheal O’Connor was in conversation with 
Joe Finegan.

Be patient. If 
you’re sure of 
your horse, find 
a straight and 
honest trainer 
who you like


