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TIME WILL TELL >> Simon Rowlands                                                                                   

UNBEATEN Derby win-
ners, whose form gets 
franked and who go on to 
beat high-class older rivals 
fair and square, are pretty 
rare things and justly cel-
ebrated. 

Golden Horn fulfils all 
those criteria and can bring 
even more to the table after 
last weekend, having shown 
a tactical and distance ver-
satility that underlines just 
what a tough nut he will be 
to crack in the remainder 
of  the season. 

What this year’s Coral-
Eclipse at Sandown did 
not add to Golden Horn’s 
CV was a fast overall time, 
though he has a couple 
of  those to his credit in 
the Dante and the Derby 
anyway. 

With only five runners, 
the Eclipse was a steadily-
run affair, and the degree 
to which that was so was 
underlined by the win-
ning time being less than a 
second quicker than that of  
the ordinary handicapper 
Chain Of  Daisies carrying 
more weight later on the 
card. 

Horseraces are not a 
test of  the fastest possible 
time a horse can run, but 
of  which horse runs faster 
than its rivals on a given 
day and there is a signifi-
cant difference between the 
two. The damage had been 
done when Golden Horn got 
to the half-mile pole over a 
second slower than Chain 
Of  Daisies ended up doing. 

From there, Golden Horn 
certainly ran fast and he 
finally did for The Grey 
Gatsby in the final furlong 
to draw away for a three 
and a half-length success. 
By Timeform’s reckoning, 
Golden Horn ran more 
quickly in the last two 
furlongs (25.1s) than all bar 
So You Think (25.0s) of  the 
14 other Eclipse winners 
since 1970 for which records 

could be established. 
Nonetheless, his overall 

time is only equivalent to a 
timefigure of  99 (The Grey 
Gatsby 93), which is a long 
way short of  his season-
leading 127 from Epsom. 

What the Eclipse told 
us was that Golden Horn 
can make the running, can 
sustain sharp speed and not 
just stay and that he does 
not flinch in the heat of  the 

battle – all of  which are ad-
mirable – but also that the 
race may not prove the most 
reliable of  form guides. 

Time analysts – sectional 
analysts in particular – 
have long held Golden 
Horn in high regard but 
are likely to see this year’s 
Eclipse as confirmation of  
the colt’s standing rather 
than as an enhancement 
of  it.  

THE week immediately before 
the start of  Newmarket’s July 
meeting was a remarkably un-
eventful one on the track. The 
best timefigures came from 
Ainippe (111) and Majestic 
Queen (109) in the Brown-
stown Stakes at Fairyhouse 
on Sunday; smart though they 
are, that does not put them in 
amongst the top performers 
seen out so far this campaign. 

Mid-term does give an op-
portunity to take stock of  
what has happened so far, 
and to reflect on who those 
top performers actually are. 
Golden Horn is number one 
in Britain but the two New-
market Guineas winners lead 
the way among those trained 
in Ireland. 
   Gleneagles has three per-
formances in the top 10, with 
his ready defeat of  Territories 
ahead of  his Royal Ascot and 
Curragh successes in pure 
time terms. 

Legatissimo has been 
beaten twice since Newmar-
ket but with plausible excus-
es both times (trip may have 
been just too far in the Oaks at 
Epsom, then got caught out in 
a tactical affair in the Pretty 
Polly Stakes at the Curragh). 

Lucida may be consid-
ered unfortunate to have 
been foaled in a good year for 
three-year-old fillies and her 
Newmarket and Royal Ascot 
runs both underline her very 
smart ability. 

Great Minds looked most 
accomplished in his listed 
win at Naas but much less so 
on quicker ground at Haydock 
subsequently. 

None of  the Irish-trained 
juveniles has scaled the 
heights that would make them 
a clear candidate for classic 
consideration next year but 

Air Force Blue

Golden Horn

THE Darley July Cup at New-
market today could well ele-
vate one horse to undisputed 
top dog among sprinters in 
this part of  the world. Mu-
haarar is the likeliest candi-
date, and has just about the 
best time performance to his 
name, while Brazen Beau 
will not need to step up much 
on his recent run at Royal As-
cot to prevail. 

However, the pair of  them 
account for a lot of  the mar-
ket and do not obviously 
have all that much in hand 

of  their rivals. In time terms, 
Danzeno can boast an effort 
very nea rly as good as Mu-
haarar’s, from when he was 
a close and penalised second 
to Lightning Moon at Ascot in 
October.  

Danzeno has been beaten, 
but not discredited, twice 
this year and had an excuse 
at Newcastle last time (stum-
bled early). He looks to be 
an outsider with a bit of  a 
chance.   

Danzeno (blue, right ) finished third at Newcastle last month in the 
Betfred Chipchase Stakes

Golden Horn’s standing 
confirmed in Eclipse

Air Force Blue looks group class

Danzeno 
a worthy 
outsider
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 ■LEADING IRISH THREE-YEAR-OLDS PLUS TIME  ■– FIGURES OF 2015 (TO 7TH JULY)
Horse Age Course Date Trainer Tfig
GLENEAGLES 3 Newmarket 2nd May A O’Brien 120
LEGATISSIMO 3 Newmarket 3rd May D Wachman 119
GREAT MINDS 5 Naas 27th Apr T Stack 118
LUCIDA 3 Newmarket 3rd May J Bolger 118
GLENEAGLES 3 Ascot 16th Jun A O’Brien 117
GORDON LORD BYRON 7 Curragh 27th Jun T Hogan 117
FOUND 3 Ascot 19th Jun A O’Brien 115
MAX DYNAMITE 5 Newcastle 27th Jun W Mullins 115
LUCIDA 3 Ascot 19th Jun J Bolger 114
GLENEAGLES 3 Curragh 23rd May A O’Brien 114

Horse Course Date Trainer Tfig
AIR FORCE BLUE Ascot 16th Jun A O'Brien 108
WASHINGTON DC Ascot 16th Jun A O'Brien 107
BALLYDOYLE Ascot 20th Jun A O'Brien 103
WATERLOO BRIDGE Ascot 18th Jun A O'Brien 103
SANUS PER AQUAM Curragh 28th Jun J Bolger 99
AIR FORCE BLUE Curragh 24th May A O'Brien 98
MOST BEAUTIFUL Curragh 28th Jun D Wachman 98
PAINTED CLIFFS Leopardstown 18th Jun A O'Brien 98
ROCKAWAY VALLEY Curragh 24th May J Harrington 97
ARGENTERO Naas 1st Jun G Lyons 97

 ■LEADING IRISH TWO-YEAR-OLDS TIMEFIGURES  ■OF 2015 (TO 7TH JULY)

healyracing.ie

it is early days and Air Force 
Blue got quite close with his 
second in the Coventry Stakes 
at Royal Ascot. He also posted 
a good time on his debut and 
looks to have a group race well 
within his grasp. 

Washington DC and Wa-
terloo Bridge were Royal As-

cot winners for Zoffany but 
both could prove sprinters 
and may have their work cut 
out when the better juveniles 
emerge. More promising types 
are the maiden Ballydoyle – 
the only filly in the list – and 
the once-raced Sanus Per 
Aquam. 
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