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F
orest establishment 
programmes with 
native species com-
prised one third of  all 
annual afforestation 

programmes in Ireland over 
the past decade, compared 
with little more than 5% dur-
ing the last century. Native 
woodland conservation pro-
jects have also increased.

The Native Woodland 
Scheme (NWS) has been 
important in promoting the 
restoration and creation of  
indigenous woodlands in 
Ireland. 

It consists of  two elements: 
NWS Conservation and NWS 
Establishment.

When Tom Hayes, Minis-
ter of  State with responsi-
bility for forestry, recently 
launched NWS Conservation, 
he also stressed the impor-
tance of  planting new native 
woodlands. 

“NWS Conservation 
operates in tandem with 
the afforestation scheme to 
support the creation of  new 
native woodlands,” he said. 
“The schemes provide an 
overall package of  support 
both for the restoration and 
expansion of  Ireland’s native 
woodland resource.”

Declan Little, project 
manager, Woodlands of  
Ireland (WI), welcomed the 
minister’s announcement. 
“The schemes are better than 
previous versions and we in 
WI are excited at the poten-
tial they have to offer,” he 
said. “The targets are 1,950ha 
for NWS Conservation and 
2,700ha for NWS Establish-
ment up to 2020.”

The projected invest-
ment up to 2020 for the two 
schemes is estimated at 
€23.75m, including both 
€7.25m (conservation) and 
€16.5m (establishment).

Minister Tom 
Hayes has 
announced two 
programmes 
to conserve 
and establish 
4,700ha 
of native 
woodlands by 
2020, writes 
Donal Magner

NATIVE WOODLAND SCHEMES COVER NEW 
PLANTING AND CONSERVATION PROJECTS

NWS Establishment 
Most foresters and landown-
ers who plan to establish 
native woodlands over the 
coming years will be familiar 
with the details of  NWS Es-
tablishment, which was an-
nounced at the end of  2014. 

The grants were increased 
to €5,250/ha, with additional 
funding of  up to €500/ha 
for stock-proof  fencing and 
€1,800/ha for deer fencing 
with stakes and strainers 
that are treated to the official 
standard IS436 (Table 1). 

Premiums were also 
increased to €635/ha, but 
the premium payment was 
reduced from 20 to 15 years. 
While the premium period 
was reluctantly accepted by 
stakeholders for conifers, 

which can reach final harvest 
as early as 30 years, many 
believe that 15 years is too 
short a time frame for native 
broadleaves. Native species, 
such as oak, take at least 
100 years before reaching 
maturity, and require more 
intensive management than 
broadleaves.

Nevertheless, an annual 
tax free premium of  €635/
ha is regarded as attractive, 
and for some farmers the 
solution may be to plant a 
portion of  their holdings 
with native species as a long-
term project, and a portion 
with faster growing conifers, 
the ratio depending on their 
objectives. 

To qualify for the NWS, the 
planted area can be as small 

as 0.1ha, or a quarter of  an 
acre, providing it has a mini-
mum width of  20 metres.

NWS Conservation
The aim of  NWS Conserva-
tion is to support the appro-
priate restoration of  exist-
ing native woodlands and 
the conversion of  existing 
non-native forest to native 
woodland.

NWS Conservation pro-
jects promote the appropri-
ate native woodland type 
(or types) for the site being 
applied for as identified in 
the booklet Native Woodland 
Conservation Scheme. 

These are based on wide-
ranging criteria including 
soil type, existing woodland, 
ground vegetation and eleva-
tion.

NWS Conservation covers 
the following three catego-
ries (Table 1):

1. Private High Forest − 
involves the restoration of  
existing high forests with 
native trees. This category 
also covers high forests with 
non-native conifers where 
removal and conversion to 
native woodland is proposed. 
Grant aid in addition to fenc-
ing is €5,000, and premium 
payments of  €350/ha for 
seven years are provided.

2. Private Emergent 
Woodland − these areas often 
represent early-stage native 
woodland, comprising main-
ly ‘pioneer’ species naturally 
regenerating onsite, with the 
potential to develop into high 
forests. The scheme envis-
ages that, with appropriate 
intervention such as fencing 
and respacing, emergent 
woodlands have potential 
for future wood production 
as well as providing envi-
ronmental and biodiversity 
benefits. Grant aid in ad-
dition to fencing is €2,500, 
and premium payments of  
€350/ha for seven years are 
provided.

3. Public Woodland − re-

fers to high forests as in 1 
above, but in public owner-
ship. Grant aid in addition to 
fencing is €2,500. There are 
no premium payments.

“NWS Conservation pro-
vides options for woodland 
owners, foresters and ecolo-
gists to develop compatible 
woodland cover in environ-
mentally sensitive areas, 
where the protection and en-
hancement of  water quality 
is vital,” said Mr Hayes. 

“For this reason, the 
Scheme will feature strongly 
in this Department’s efforts 
in relation to the long-term 
conservation of  the Freshwa-
ter Pearl Mussel, one of  our 
most endangered species of  
wildlife.”

NWS Conservation is now 
operational, and applications 
can be submitted under the 
‘Private High Forest, ‘Private 
Emergent Woodland’ and 
‘Public Woodland’ categories.

The scheme was developed 
by the Department in part-
nership with Woodlands of  
Ireland, the National Parks 
& Wildlife Service (NPWS), 
the Heritage Council, Inland 
Fisheries Ireland (IFI), and 
other native woodland stake-
holders. 

Landowners interested in 
the schemes should discuss 
them with their local forestry 
consultants and Teagasc for-
estry advisers.

Also check out the For-
est Service (www.agricul-
ture.gov.ie/forestservice) 
and Woodlands of  Ireland 
(http://www.woodlandsofire-
land.com) websites.

Table 1: Grant and premium rates (€/ha) under two Native 
Woodland Schemes (NWS) 
NWS category Total grant 

payable*
1st 
instalment

2nd 
instalment

Annual premium 

NWS ESTABLISHMENT AS PER GRANT PREMIUM CATEGORY (GPC)

GPC 9 5,250 3,990 1,260 635 (for 15 
years)

GPC 10 4,935 3,780 1,155

NWS CONSERVATION 

Private High 
Forest 

5,000 3,800 1,200 350 (for seven 
years)

Private 
Emergent 
Woodland

2,500 2,500 0

Public 
Woodland

2,500 2,500 0 0

Source: adapted by D. Magner from Forest Service,
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (2015).
*Applicants should check out additional supports such as 
fencing grants up to €500 for stock-proof fencing and  
€1,800/ha for deer fencing.

Two Native Woodland Schemes promote and fund the establishment of new indigenous forests, 
the restoration of existing native woodland and scrub, and the conversion of non-native or exotic 
forest to native woodland.
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Land suitable for planting

 
Land suitable for planting with Technical  

  Approval for planting on it.

Semi mature plantations
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