
TEAM TRAINER - JEROME 
O’CONNOR
Highlights: 

 Ô Training the Irish open team 
for the past eight years

 Ô Winning the world champion-
ships in Geneva in 2010

 Ô Finishing second at the 
world championships 
in Denmark 2011, 
France 
2014 and 
Kentucky 
2015

Our team is in great 
form. I would strongly 
fancy our chances as 
the riders have a lot 
of experience be-
tween them. 
Most of 
the 

ponies are relatively inexperi-
enced, however, they are in great 
form and have proven them-
selves against more experienced 
ponies, at the Irish trials, to be 
selected for the world team. 

Our major threats will come 
from England, New 

Zealand, France and 
Scotland when 

competing for the 
world title. But, 
we were very nar-
rowly beaten into 

second place last 
year at the world 

championships in 
Kentucky - we have the 
ability, all we need now 

is a bit of LUCK.

Name: April Wilson 
Team: England
In preparation for the world 
team championships, we com-
peted together at the North-
ern challenge, which we won. 
This gave us great confidence 
in the run up to the finals.  
New Zealand and Ireland are 
the teams to beat. Being se-
lected to represent England 
means a lot because of  all the 
hard work my family and I 
have put in. It’s the ultimate 
achievement in a team situa-
tion to represent your country. 

The European Champion-
ships held at Tattersalls in 
2013 was the best competition 
I have ever been to. The facili-
ties, stables and atmosphere 
were excellent.

Name: Josh Adamson 
Team: New Zealand
I chose to base myself  and my 
horse in the UK so that I could 
be able to take part in a wider 
range of  competition. I moved 
to the UK in March 2014 and in 
that same year I won the In-
tercountries, followed by the 
British individual champion-
ships in 2015. I’m proud and 
honoured to have been select-
ed to ride for my country. 

In preparation for the world 
championships I have been 
working hard on my fitness. 
The team should do okay we 
haven’t trained together yet, 
Dee (Cherrington) will be us-
ing a pool pony and we won’t 
know how they will perform 
until we get to Millstreet.
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MOUNTED GAMES
World Team Championships 2016

Tuesday July 12th 6.30pm Opening parade through Milstreet

Wednesday July 13th 1.00pm U17 session 1, Heat 1 

2.00pm U17 session 1, Heat 2

3.00pm Open session 1, Heat 1

4.00pm Open session 1, Heat 2

Thursday July 14th 9.00am U17 session 2, Heat 1

10.00am U17 session 2, Heat 2

11.00am Open session 2, Heat 1

12.00pm Open session 2, Heat 2

2.00pm U17 session 3, Heat 1

3.00pm U17 session 3, Heat 2

4.00pm Open session 3, Heat 1

5.00pm Open session 3, Heat 2

Friday July 15th 9.00am U17 session 4, Heat 1

10.00am U17 session 4, Heat 2

11.00am Open session 4, Heat 1

12.00pm Open session 4, Heat 2

2.00pm U17 B final Part 1

3.00pm Open B final Part 1

4.00pm U17 A final Part 1

5.00pm Open A final Part 1

Saturday July 16th 9.00am U17 B final Part 2

11.00am Open B final Part 2

1.00pm U17 A final Part 2

3.00pm Open A final Part 2

 Ô Only eight teams can 
compete in the arena at 
any given time. With 16 
nations taking part in the 
first four sessions (qualify-
ing rounds) both Open and 
U17 teams are split into 
two heats.

 Ô After the qualifying heats 
the eight teams with the 
most points qualify for 
their respective A final.  

The remaining eight teams 
will compete in the B final.

 Ô Each final will be split 
into two parts, all teams 
that qualify for the final 
will start of a score of 
zero, and the team with 
the highest cumulative 
score after both parts will 
be crowned world team 
champion.

 ■FIND OUT MORE
www.mgaireland.com

Mounted Games  
Association of Ireland

Exclusive blog every day during 
the world team championships 

from an Irish team rider on www.
theirishfield.ie

 Ô Watch LIVE streaming of the 
world team championships 
on www.theirishfield.ie every 
day for free 

We asked a number of competitors, supporters and officials 
who they think is the team to watch and who is the team to 
beat. Here are the results. 

 ■STATISTICS

Here come the boys in  green 

Name: Jamie Reavey
Age: 19
Pony: Brogan
Highlights:  

 Ô 2015 European Individual 
Champion 

 Ô 2014 World Team Reserve 
Champion

I first became involved 
with horses around 
the age of seven. 
I hunted with the 
Fermanagh Harriers 
and also competed 
in show jumping. I 
started playing games 
when I was 13 having 
joined the Monaghan 
pony club. It is such a 
privilege to have been 
selected to 
represent 
Ireland 
on home 

turf. I really believe we have a 
great chance of taking the title, 
especially after coming so close 
in 2014. To do so in front of the 
home crowd would be an unbe-
lievable feeling. 

Brogan is a five-year-old 
Connemara, bred in Co 

Monaghan. This will be 
his first really competi-
tive year at games, but 
he was part of the 
team that won the 
Northern Ireland 
Team Championships 
in both 2014 and 

2015. Brogan has a 
real willingness to go 
forward and is always 

keen to learn. 

Name: Jake O’Connor
Age: 24
Pony: Izzy
Highlights:  

 Ô Competing at seven world 
team championships

 Ô 2010 World Team 
Champion

When I was younger my 
mother started a pony 
club games team for 
the Kildare Hunt pony 
club, where we were 
members. At the time 
we were very involved in 
eventing but mounted 
games soon 
took over. 
What I love 
most is the 
challenging 
and diverse 
nature of 
the sport 
- incorpo-

rating athleticism, hand eye co-
ordination, teamwork et cetera 
- which I feel other equestrian 
disciplines tend to lack.

We are a small country with 
few members but the mounted 

games riders we have are 
top class. And hopefully 

with the crowd behind 
us we will be able to 
take the gold. Izzy is 
a five-year-old Conne-
mara and Arab cross, 

bred by Craig Rountree 
in Co Cavan. I have had 

her two years now, she 
is still very new 

to games but 
has shown a 
lot of matu-
rity.

Name: Craig O’Connor
Age: 25
Pony: Millie
Highlights:

 Ô 2010 World Team Cham-
pion

 Ô Winning the world 
pairs with my sister 
Kate last year

I grew up around horses 
as my parents breed 
and train racehorses. I 
started playing mounted 
games when I was 12, 
after watching an older 
rider perform a 
demonstra-
tion for our 
pony club. 
The speed 
and skill 
involved 

amazed me. I am delighted to 
have been selected for this year’s 
world team. It was no easy task 
as the standard of riders here in 

Ireland is the highest it’s ever 
been. 

Millie, a 15-year-old 
thoroughbred and 
sport horse cross, is 
relatively new to the 
sport. I bought her in 
Kerry a year ago. She 

had competed previ-
ously in show jumping 
and pony racing showing 

that she had both 
speed and pow-

erful turns. 

Name: Alan Keogan
Age: 24
Pony: Nessa
Highligts:

 Ô Three time European Indi-
vidual Champion 

 Ô Three time National Cham-
pion with the Meath pony 
club  

I started hunting and playing 
games with the Meath pony 
club when I was 10. My fa-
vourite thing about mounted 
games is the fun that’s had 
on and off the playing field. 
I now also play for Leices-
tershire when I ride in UK 
competitions. 
This will be my 
second time 
to compete 
on the Irish 
world team 
but this year 

is a lot more important to me as 
it’s on home soil. 

My pony Nessa is a 13-year-
old Arab and Connemara cross. 
I bought her in Co Kerry six years 
ago and trained her to do games. 

She and I won our first 
of three European 

titles less than 12 
months into our 
training. I feel 
very lucky to have 
found one like 
her.

Name: Ben O’Connor
Age: 23
Pony: GTI
Highlights:

 Ô 2014 European Champion
 Ô 2011 Reserve World Team 

Champion
Despite being involved 
in various pony club 
disciplines from an 
early age, I was cap-
tivated by mounted 
games. The exhilara-
tion from competing at 
a high standard and the 
satisfaction of training 
young ponies to 
play games is 
what I enjoy 
most. This 
will be 
my third 
world 
team 
cham-

pionship, having come second 
and third in 2011 and 2012 
respectively. I’m determined we 
can take the title this year. I was 
delighted when I made this year’s 
team, the standard of the trials 

for Ireland were the highest 
I’ve ever seen. 

GTI is an 11-year-old 
sport horse owned by Val-
erie Osbourne, a Vet here 
in Kildare, who I would 

like to thank enormously 
for letting me ride him. 

GTI was a successful show 
jumper in his early years 

but lost his lustre 
for jumping, he 

has quickly 
rekindled his 
competitive 
edge since 
being 
introduced 
to games.

TEAM TRAINER - MARK DEVITT
Highlights: 

 Ô 2010 World Team Champion
 Ô Training Ireland’s U17 team 

to win the European Champi-
onships in 2013

My Irish team have the pas-
sion and ability to win this 
competition. They are a 
great bunch of lads who 
get on so well together 
which is really impor-
tant, especially in a high-
pressure, team sport 
like mounted games. I 
was very happy with 
how the team 
performed 
at last 
month’s 
UK Mas-
ters and 

Junior Home Internationals. The 
English team was very strong 
and we finished close behind 
them. We have speed and we 
have been working hard to im-

prove on our technical skills, 
I have full confidence in 

my team’s ability and 
I think they are going 
to win.

Name: Eoin Reavey
Age: 16
Pony: Cuba
Highlights:

 Ô 2014 All Ireland MGA Indi-
vidual Champion 

 Ô 2015 U17 European Team 
Champion 

I first started playing 
mounted games with the 
Monaghan Pony Club when 
I was 10.

This will be my first 
time to represent Ireland 
on a world team and I am 
both honoured and proud 
to have been selected. I also 
play for the Monmouth-
shire U17 Team 
when I ride in UK 
competitions.

I bought my 
pony, Cuba, 
as a four-

year-old and broke and trained 
him myself to be a mounted 
games pony. 

He is now a seasoned profes-
sional, with speed, agility and 
a cracking personality to boot 

this makes competing him 
so enjoyable.

Name: Ciaran O’ Leary
Age: 16
Pony: Hidalgo
Highlights:

 Ô Representing the Irish 
pony club at Royal 
Windsor in 2014

 Ô Representing 
Ireland at the 
European team 
championships 
in 2015

I started horse riding 
when I was eight and 
quickly joined the 
Island hunt pony 
club where I 
competed 
mostly at 
eventing 
before 
being 
intro-
duced to 
mounted 

games. Ever since that first in-
troduction, mounted games has 
been my main competitive disci-
pline. I am thrilled to have been 

given another opportunity to 
ride for Ireland, especially 

on home soil. It means a 
lot - not just to me but my 
family and friends also - 
to represent my country 
at a sport I love.

Hidalgo is a 12-year-
old Welsh cross which we 

purchased in Denmark. 
I’ve had Hidalgo for 
two years now. Prior to 

competing with me 
Hidalgo repre-

sented Denmark 
at the 2014 
world team 
championships. 
He is intelligent, 
patient and 
above all fast.

Name: George Connolly
Age: 16
Pony: Harvey
Highlights:

 Ô Representing the Irish pony 
club at Royal Windsor 

 Ô Representing Ireland 
at four European Team 
Championships

My father has a thor-
oughbred stud farm and 
my mother is a Physio-
therapist, both for humans 
and horses, so from a 
young age I have been 
surrounded by 
horses. I joined 
the Carlow Hunt 
Pony Club when 
I was eight. I 
have worked 
for Mr Jim 

Bolger and I have ridden out for 
both Mr John Gosden and Mr Nico-
las Clement. This is my first time to 
be part of the world team and I am 
very excited as the championships 

are being held here in Ireland. 
Hopefully we will have a 

lot of supporters there to 
encourage us as there is 
more at stake when you’re 
competing on home soil!

My pony Harvey is a 
great friend and ally. He 

was bred in West Cork by 
Jeremiah O’Donovan. Har-

vey’s greatest loves 
are hunting and 

hunt chasing. He 
is a great jumper 
and can turn on a 
sixpence. 

Name: Stevie Kieran
Age: 17
Pony: Skylar
Highlights:

 Ô 2014 Celtic Pairs Champion 
 Ô Third at the World Pairs final 

in 2015
I became involved in 
mounted games when I 
was 10 and after that all 
other riding disciplines 
lost their spark. For me, 
mounted games has all 
the thrill and excitement 
of top-class competition 
and the adrenalin rush 
you get makes it un-
beatable as far as 
riding enjoyment 
is concerned. I 
represented the 
Louth pony club 
four times at the 
Dublin Horse 

Show and the Irish pony club twice 
at the Royal Windsor Horse Show. 
This will be my first time competing 
at the World Championships.

My pony, Skylar is an eight-year-
old, bought here in Ireland. 

We have taken her training 
very slowly and she is now 
showing great promise. 
In preparation for the 
Worlds, Skylar and I 
have been competing in 
the UK with my English 
county team and that is 
really helping both of us 

to stay focused and 
sharp.

Name: Leo Kieran
Age: 15
Pony: Flash
Highlights:

 Ô Representing the Irish 
pony club at Royal 
Windsor 

 Ô 2015 U14 Celtic Pairs 
Champion 

I started playing games 
for the Louth pony club 
when I was eight and we 
have had many successes 
with our pony club games 
team over the years includ-
ing winning the U10 all 
Ireland pony club 
championships 
in 2010, the 
junior all 
Ireland pony 
club cham-
pionships 
in 2012 
and 2013 

and the senior pony club final at 
the Dublin Horse Show in 2013 
and 2014. This year will be my first 
year in the U17 age group and I 

have now started to ride with 
Bedfordshire in the UK 

League.
My pony, Flash, is 

now 15 years old. He 
started off as a show 
jumper and only began 
playing games last 

year. He is proving to be 
a fantastic games pony, 

although he can be a bit 
cheeky at times. He 

seems to re-
ally enjoy the 
games.

FAMILY CONNECTIONS 1. Jerome O’Connor – Jake and Ben’s dad, Craig O’Connor’s uncle 2. Jamie Reavey and Eoin Reavey are brothers 3. Stevie Kieran and Leo Kieran are brothers
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 ■WORLD TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS TIMETABLE 

Meet international riders

 ■ IRISH U17 TEAM ■  OPEN TEAM 

TEAM TO BEAT

TEAM TO WATCH

Ireland’s Ben O’Connor stays cool and calm as his pony GTI can’t wait 
to race home in the ball and cone race at the 2016 World trials

 Louise Kinsella


