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O VER the past number of  years, 
I have competed mainly on the 
national Grand Prix circuit and 
in the Irish Sport Horse Stud-

book series. Things began to step up a 
gear in 2013 with a gold medal win with 
Arraghbeg Clover in the WBFSH world 
breeding championships and winning 
all the Horse Sport Ireland young horse 
classes at Dublin Horse Show was a 
great feeling last year.

But 2015 and MHS Going Global have 
brought me and the team at Ballypat-
rick Stables to a whole different level.

We began our competition season this 
year with a trip to the HITS Thermal 
show in California. MHS Going Global 
(known at home as Junior) is owned 
by Lee Kruger of  Alberta, Canada, and 
every year she and her team move about 
15 horses from their barn in Alberta 
to Thermal with head trainer Lynn 
Macyk, who teaches the students and 
amateurs at the barn.

I travelled over to join them with 
MHS Going Global, Goodwill and MHS 
Automatic. I found it fantastic to be 
really able to concentrate on the horse’s 
rideability. I had plenty of  time to work 
with each horse and could do so twice a 
day if  I felt they needed it.

It was my horses’ first time flying but 
travelling with them was my reliable 
groom Ashleigh Skillen, so I could rest 
assured that the horses would get top 
class care.

I was a little rusty in my first week 
at Thermal, having spent all winter at 
home working with young horses. I got 
a shock watching the first Grand Prix 
jump-off, seeing Rich Fellers (Flexible) 
and Richard Spooner blasting around 
the ring.

However, I soon got back into my 
rhythm and secured some good results 
from week two onwards. Going Global 
won the $50,000 Horseware Grand Prix 
and we were very unlucky in the $1 mil-
lion Grand Prix to have the second last 
fence down.

NATIONS CUP
Leaving California, I knew that Junior 
was ready for the bigger classes. The $1 
million was a tough 1.60m track but I 
didn’t feel I needed to ride him any dif-
ferently to how I had rode him through-
out the Premier Series at home in 2014.

Robert Splaine had been keeping a 
close eye on Junior’s progress in Amer-
ica and was happy with what he saw so 
he gave us the nod for the Nations Cup 
team in Lummen, Belgium on May 1st.

I popped Junior around the 1.40m 
class on the opening day of  the five-star 
show and he felt fantastic. The morn-
ing of  the Nations Cup, I worked with 

him by doing a lot of  transitions and 
jumping some small fences to make 
sure he was soft and listening. Junior 
doesn’t kill himself  over smaller jumps 
and anyone who saw him in the warm-
up that morning may have had doubts 
about how we would perform that 
afternoon!

Our first round was pretty good and 
the horse jumped well. There was a 
wide oxer going into the last double and 
we just touched the back rail for four 
faults. I was delighted with the horse 
but felt if  I kept him a little more bal-
anced into the double, we could go clear 
in the second round. When we returned, 
Junior gave an exhibition of  jumping to 
finish with a clear round in his five-star 
Nations Cup debut.

As a team, our result (eighth) could 
have been better but I was happy with 
my horse’s performance.

The support we received after our 
Nations Cup performance was unbe-
lievable. I had a huge amount of  text 
messages, calls and Facebook messages 
from back home and from friends all 
over Europe and America congratulat-
ing us.

SOMETHING SPECIAL
Ever since I first sat on Junior as a five-
year-old, I have always felt he had some-
thing special. He had very easy scope 
and everything happened so easy for 
him. But, like a lot of  talented horses, 
he was razor-sharp and could buck you 
off  in a second.

I remember competing in West Clare 
as a six-year-old. I was warming him up 
and he bucked me off, running straight 
into the lake beside the warm-up ring. 
Luckily, we got him out uninjured 
because that would have been a tough 
phone call to Canada to tell Lee I had 
left her good horse in a lake in west 
Clare!

I suppose it’s unusual now for an 
Irish-based rider on an Irish-bred horse 
to be competing at Nations Cup level.

Junior was produced through all the 
bread and butter shows in Ireland, then 
through the HSI studbook and young 
horse classes in Dublin. Everybody saw 
his pros and cons as a young horse so 
for him to go on and perform the way he 
did in his first Nations Cup I hope gives 
people at home hope that we can still 
breed and produce top horses in Ireland.

Making it onto the Nations Cup team 
is all the more special for me because I 
produce so many young horses and have 
worked hard at it to get the opportunity 
to ride Junior at such a high level.

Following Lummen, we were next 
selected for La Baule, a beautiful show. I 
travelled with MHS Going Global, Billy 
Cevelle and Golden Exchange, a mare 
who has been a great servant to me and 
to her owners Noel and Lisa Cawley 
who, in turn, have been great support-
ers of  mine.

In the Nations Cup, we had an un-
lucky four faults in the first round and 
again improved in round two to jump 
clear. There was a fantastic atmosphere 
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in the French ring and we got a massive 
cheer when we jumped clear.

My team mates Cian, Darragh and 
Bertram were all very solid and we 
finished in third place.

From the outset of  this year, I have 
wanted to save Junior as much as pos-
sible for the team so we decided against 
jumping the Grand Prix in Lummen and 
La Baule. It’s hard to turn your nose up 
to that kind of  prize money but it’s a 
long season and with an eight–year-old 
horse new to that level, we felt it was 
better to mind him.

St Gallen was the next port of  call so 
we headed with Junior and MHS Au-
tomatic as my speed horse. Automatic 
got us off  to a good start by winning the 
first international class and again I gave 
Junior a pop around the 1.45m so he 
could see the ring.

Cian, Bertram and myself  were on 
the team and the last spot was between 
Darragh and Shane, who jumped clear 
in the big class Thursday to secure his 
place.

Shane has, without doubt, been one 
of  the main influences in helping me 
get to where I am. The Breen’s yard in 
Cashel is about 20 minutes from me at 
home and I went there a lot before he 
relocated to Hickstead.

I was a late starter to show jumping, 
doing a lot of  hunting and hunt chasing 
in my younger years, as well as playing 
a lot of  under-age GAA with Drom and 
Inch. Shane was very patient with me 
and I idolised him. I still think he is one 
of  the best riders in the world and to get 
to ride alongside him in St Gallen was 
fantastic.

Michael Quirke is another Tipp man 
who helped me greatly, especially with 
horses’ rideability. He still works with 
me regularly with Going Global and 

other horses at international shows.
In St Gallen, Shane got us off  to a 

great start with a clear round. I followed 
suit with another clear and Bertram 
was also clear, to leave us on a team 
score of  zero after the first round.

Shane opened round two with eight 
faults so I knew I we had to deliver 
a good round to keep us in the hunt. 
Junior jumped a flawless round and felt 
like he found another gear and we were 
clear again.

PROUD
When I went through the finish and 
looked up to see 0 on the scoreboard, I 
punched the air. I honestly just felt so 
proud of  Junior. He had shown everyone 
how good he was and proven what I had 
felt in him from a young horse. All the 
parts of  production had come together 
for a masterpiece and I just felt so lucky 
to get the opportunity to produce and be 
a part of  such a wonderful and talented 
horse.

Team Ireland finished in third posi-
tion, which was again positive. We were 
unlucky not to win but we still had a 
podium finish.

The past few years have been very 
good to me. America and the Nations 
Cups have broadened my horizons and 
helped me with the commercial side of  
the business, sponsorship and horse 
sales.

Most of  this would not happen with-
out my supporters Gain Horse Feeds, 
TRM, CWD and Winston. A special 
thanks must go to Lee Kruger, Junior’s 
owner, because without her, these Na-
tions Cups would not be possible.

Next week I head to France for a 
two-star show as a warm-up for our first 
Global Champions Tour in Estoril – a 
whole new kettle of  fish. Stay tuned!
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