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 A16 FEATURE

I T all started back in 1972 and on New 
Year’s Day for good measure. The 
Sutton Maiden Hurdle at Baldoyle 
was divided and the first leg was 

won by a five-year-old gelding, owned 
and ridden by Major Joe Pidcock. That 
gelding was the subsequent Gold Cup 
winner Captain Christy.

The second division was won in 
some style by the odds-on favourite 
and this was Spanner. Mrs Jackson’s 
son of  Orchardist was ridden by Peter 
Russell but, most significantly, was the 
first training success for Dermot Weld, 
taking over from his father Charlie who 
had just retired. Spanner was to play a 
key part in the unfolding Weld success 
story, providing him with three of  his 
four wins as a rider in the Player-Wills 
Amateur Handicap at Galway. 

Even on day one of  his new career, 
Weld was making the headlines and 
went on to record a double, riding as 
well as training Chevy Chase to capture 
the second division of  the bumper. 
The beaten riders on that day included 
Harry de Bromhead, Bill McLernon, 
John Fowler, Mouse Morris, Noel Meade 
and Des McDonagh. 

That year was also to see the new 
trainer land the first of  22 flat trainer 
championships (by wins) and he has 
also been eight times the leading trainer 
by prizemoney won. The last of  the 22 
table topping performances was shared 
with Aidan O’Brien. 

During his years as a trainer he has 
set many landmarks and in 1985 he 
appropriately won the C L Weld Park 
Stakes at the now defunct Phoenix 
Park with Gaily Gaily, and in so doing 
became the first Irish trainer to saddle 
100 flat winners in a calendar year.

Harzand’s success in the Dubai 
Duty Free Irish Derby was a third in 

4000 winners and no 
sign of slowing down
Leo Powell pays  
tribute to Dermot Weld 
who recently trained  
his 4,000th winner,  
and dual Derby  
winner Harzand

 ■TIMELINE

1948 
Born July 29th to Charlie 
and Marguerite Weld

1970 
Graduated from UCD as 
the youngest veterinary 

surgeon in Ireland

1968 
Shared with Arthur Moore 
the first of three amateur 
titles, winning outright in 
1970 and 1971

1972 
Took out a licence to 

train and saddled a 
double on January 1st 

at Baldoyle.
 Was leading 

trainer on the flat by 
number of victories. In 
total that year he sent 

out 45 horses to win 80 
races under both rules

1973 
Has the first of 17 Royal 
Ascot wins when Klairvimy 
and Buster Parnell win the 
King Edward VII Stakes

1974 
First Group 1  

success in Britain 
as Steel Heart 

won the Middle 
Park Stakes

1975 
Spanner wins the first of 
three Galway Hurdles, 
followed by Strathline a 
decade later and Ansar in 
2001

1981 
First classic successes in 

Britain and Ireland as Blue 
Wind wins the Oaks at Epsom 

and the Curragh. Dance 
Design won the Irish Oaks in 

1996. Has now trained 17 
Irish classic winners

1982 
Prince’s Polly lands the first of 
four Irish 1000 Guineas wins, 
followed by Trusted Partner in 
1988, his mother’s Nightime 
in 2006 and Bethrah in 2010

1984 
Committed wins the 

Prix de l’Abbaye de 
Longchamp, and does so 

again 12 months later

1985 
Trains his 1000th winner with 
Slane Castle at the Phoenix 
Park on June 12th, ridden by 
Michael Kinane

1986  
Flash Of Steel wins the 

Irish 2000 Guineas

1988 
Saddled Perris Valley to win 
the Irish Grand National 
under Brendan Sheridan

1990 
Won the Triumph Hurdle at 

Cheltenham with Rare Holiday 
and the first of four Galway 

Plates with Kiichi (later won 
with General Idea in 1993 

and Ansar in 2004 and 2005).
Became the first and only 

European trainer to land a leg 
of the American Triple Crown, 
saddling Go And Go to win the 

Belmont Stakes

1991 
First European trainer to 
win in Hong Kong when 
Additional Risk landed 
the Hong Kong Bowl

1992 
In A Tiff wins the Italian 
Derby

1993 
First trainer from the northern 
hemisphere to win the 
Melbourne Cup with Vintage 
Crop, and repeated the feat 
nine years later with Media 
Puzzle.
Vintage Crop provides the 
first of seven Irish St Leger 
wins, and adds a second suc-
cess in the race in 1994.
Market Booster is a Group 1 
winner in Germany.
Granted Freedom of the City 
of Melbourne, Australia.
Overall winner of the Irish 
Sports Star of the Year Award

1994 
Appointed to the board of the 

Irish National Stud, serving 
for more than 17 years

1996 
Zagreb gives him his first 

Irish Derby, followed by 
Grey Swallow in 2994 and 

Harzand in 2016

2000 
Beat Senator J J 

Parkinson’s record of 
2,577 Irish winners when 

Georgia Peach wins at 
Naas on August 7th

2001 
Vinnie Roe wins the first of 
four consecutive Irish St 
Legers – an unparalleled 
record. 
Became the fourth recipi-
ent of the UCD Charter Day 
Medal, which is awarded 
to people who have made 
a major contribution to the 
country and the university

2003 
Won the 2000 Guineas at 

Newmarket with Refuse To 
Bend.

Received a national People of 
the Year Award

2009 
Publishes his first book, the 
Vintage Crop story

2010  
Made an honorary member of 

the Galway Race Committee

2014  
Honorary Doctorate from NUI 
Galway with Jim Bolger

2015 
Received a UCD  
Foundation Day 

Alumni Award

2016 
Trained Harzand to win the Derby double, and Fascinating Rock the 
Group 1 Tattersalls Gold Cup. 
Trains his 4,000th winner when Sea Swift wins at Naas on June 22nd

Sea Swift and Pat Smullen are led in by a 
beaming Dermot Weld after recording the 
trainer’s 4,000th win 

Pat Smullen, 
Dermot Weld and 
HH Aga Khan 

Talking to the press at Galway, a regular 
happening

A special classic success with Nightime, surrounded by the Weld family
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the race for Weld, following Zagreb 20 
years earlier and Grey Swallow, bred by 
his mother, in 2004. His seven Irish St 
Leger wins include four-in-a-row with 
Vinnie Roe and consecutive victories 
with Vintage Crop. The latter followed 
up his first win in the race with that 
historic success in the Melbourne Cup, 
the first by a trainer from the northern 
hemisphere. 

In Ireland there is no more spiritual 
home for the master of  Rosewell House 
than the Galway Festival where he has 
reigned supreme for more than three 
decades. In the City of  the Tribes he is 
the chief. 

Let us not forget either that Weld was 
no slouch when it came to riding win-

ners. He shared his first amateur title 
with Arthur Moore in 1968 and won it 
outright in 1970 and 1971. He partnered 
winners also in South Africa, France, 
the USA and in Britain.

Many years after he retired from the 
saddle he donned his own colours at the 
Leopardstown Christmas meeting to 
ride Midsummer Gamble to a 10-length 
win in one of  the bumpers. Among the 
also-rans that day were Ted Walsh, John 
Berry, John Queally, Micheal Halford 
and John Durkan.  

With many honours bestowed upon 
him both in the world of  racing and 
beyond, Dermot Weld is a name that 
resonates internationally and there are 
few frontiers that he has yet to conquer.


