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DCU’s Céire Smith set to join Katie 
Taylor at European Championships

O’Connor Cup 
finals weekend 
awaits after 
late heroics

DCU will be looking to avoid a repeat of last year’s O’Connor Cup semi-final defeat  Credit Gianluca Avagnina

ONE of DCU Boxing’s finest 
young talent’s, Céire Smith will 
represent Ireland at the upcom-
ing European Games which take 
place later on this year in Baku.

Smith will join a team of Irish 
boxers which will include fellow 
DCU student Clare Grace and the 
dominant Katie Taylor in Azer-
baijan’s capital between the 12th 
and 28th of June this summer.

The 2015 European Games 
will be the first of its kind in Eu-
rope and will follow the mod-
el of the Pan American games. 
The event will feature 6,000 
athletes from 50 countries.

no reply from DCU, the scores 
coming from Healy, bringing 
her own tally to 1-02 before 
the break, and Amy Connolly.

The second half proceeded to 
bring out the best in both sides in 
this hotly contested affair. UCD 
bringing all of their aggression 
and vigor of the first half to match 
DCU’s tenacity and quick counter 
attacks. A game of tit-for-tat en-
sued for the opening ten minutes 
of the second half as another point 
from UCD’s Amy Connolly was 
cancelled by a milestone point 

from DCU’s Sarah Rowe.
As six UCD defenders 

fiercely shut down the 
DCU counter, the ball was 

gathered up neatly by Rowe 
who smashed the ball between 
the UCD posts – the score 
marking a change of fortunes 
for the visitors.

A UCD 
point didn’t 
dampen DCU 
spirits for long as the 
Glasnevin side finally capi-
talised on one of their aggressive, 
tempo-ridden counter attacks. 
Excellent passing from the visitors 
saw Rowe in behind the UCD full-
back line, with the forward tak-
ing the ball in her stride and dis-
patching it calmly into the back 
of the net. UCD were now only a 
single point ahead, 1-07 to 1-06.

Another DCU score came 

from a Laura McEneaney point 
before UCD added one more, 
which turned out to be their fi-
nal score of the game, as DCU 
once again countered the home 
side’s efforts by winning a free 
twenty-five yards from goal.

Lucy Collins took command of 
the ball, kicking high and straight 
into the night’s sky before, in a 
case of deja vu, dropping rapid-
ly over the goalkeeper. Almost 
identical to that Healy’s goal for 
the home side early in the first 
half from a free of a similar dis-
tance, Collins’ strike simply had 
too much power in it and could 
only be panned away into the 
side netting by the UCD keeper.

The drama was unending in 
Belfield as UCD went searching 
for the equaliser, putting nu-
merous chances wide before an 
astonishing shot from a UCD 
forward caught all but DCU goal-
keeper Aisling Tarot off guard, as 

she dived low to her 
right to save the shot 
and, ultimately, the 
game for DCU. A de-
lighted DCU manag-

er spoke of his side’s 
relief at Lucy Col-

lins’s winning goal.
“It’s a huge 

relief. We had 
kind of let a soft 
goal in our-
selves in the 
first half so we 
were delighted 
to see it hit the 
back of the net 

and it gave us 
that bit of 
b r e a t h -
ing space 

to see the game out. UCD 
came at us again but thank-
fully the girls are headstrong 
and we won it out,” he said.

“Ten minutes into the sec-
ond half we were wondering 
was our time up because they 
were starting to pull away from 
us and kick scores. Then we just 
etched our way back into it and 
we stayed focussed and stayed 
hungry and the girls did great.”

Speaking about the last-gasp, 

game-winning save from DCU 
goalkeeper Aisling Tarot he re-
marked that she had been putting 
in such performances regularly 
and that the save was of no surprise.

“That’s what goalkeepers are 
there for, that’s how she earns 
her crust. She was outstanding, 
she’s been outstanding for us all 
year and hopefully she’ll take it 
into the O’ Connor weekend.”

DCU now go into the O’Con-
nor Cup finals weekend where 

they will face University Col-
lege Cork in their semi-final.

Putting last Thursday’s de-
feat against University Lim-
erick behind them, they will 
now focus all priority on Sat-
urday’s fixture against UCC.

“We’ll take one game at a time. 
I think we’re in against UCC now 
in the semi-final so we’ll just have 
to go away and prepare for that 
and hopefully we’ll do the busi-
ness.”
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Speaking to the College View, 
Smith said it was an honour to 
represent her country at the first 
ever European Games where she 
will be one of the 62 Irish athletes 
that will participate in 20 events.

“I’m looking forward to it. It’s 
a big honour to represent your 
country at an event like this.”

Looking ahead, Smith said 
that she was “fairly confident” of 
doing well in the Games but was 
looking to give it her best shot.

This isn’t the first time that 
Smith has represented Ireland 
across the globe as she has fought 
for Ireland at the 51kg weight di-
vision at the World Elite Cham-
pionships in 2010 and 2012.

The Sports Science and 
Health student spoke of her 
training regime with the Irish 
squad. She said she felt that 

being able to work with the 
likes of Katie Taylor would 
definitely help her improve.

“The training camps are 
great because it gives me a 
good idea of where I am and 
what I need to work on.”

Smith also believes that 
the DCU Boxing club on cam-
pus has played a big role in 
her international success.

“I think there is a fantastic 
set-up here in DCU. You’ve got 
people like Derek Aherne and 
Terry Keegan and a whole ded-
icated team behind you. You 
can see the success we have 
at the intervarsity fights how 
the set-up is working well.”

Smith gave her opinion on 
the exposure that women’s 
boxing is starting to get in this 
country saying that it’s good for 

the sport and women’s boxing 
has “definitely gotten far big-
ger” thanks to the success of the 
Irish ladies on the world stage.

When asked about her 
goals, the Cavan woman com-
mented that qualifying for Rio 
is the aim but she is focusing 

on using the upcoming All Ire-
land’s to help further her train-
ing which will help her qualify.

“Rio is a long term goal for 
me. Right now, doing well in the 
European games the main goal at 
the moment and I’m just glad to 
be a part of the team.”

Continued from back page

DCU                  2-07 
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Ceire Smith, pictured in red  Credit DCU Amateur Boxing Club


