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UL prove a barrier to high as DCU crash out in semi-final

DCU Tennis prove they are 
top of the pack yet again

DCU clinched their second con-
secutive men’s intervarsities title 
last month, beating UCD in the 
final 5-3.

The reigning champions 
looked in good form heading into 
the final recording victories over 
UCC and Queens University Bel-
fast already in the competition.

Their final obstacle was a 
young UCD side that had just 
come off the back of an im-

pressive previous round victo-
ry over Trinity College Dublin.

DCU have enjoyed some good 
form in the men’s intervarsities, 
winning eight of the last 10, six of 
which were consecutive victories.

Head coach Jamie Pilk-
ington said he isn’t sur-
prised at the level of success 
that the team has enjoyed.

“We won the [class one] 
Leinster title five years ago. 
There are a lot of things we’ve 
won and not that we haven’t 
gotten recognition for it, but 
people don’t seem to real-
ise how much we’ve achieved.

“We play in the Leinster 

league and that’s not just uni-
versities. That’s against some 
of the best teams in the prov-
ince. We’ve been up against the 
likes of Donnybrook and Lands-
downe [Lawn Tennis Clubs] for 
probably the last seven years.”

Mik Lynch and Jack Hughes 
got the Glasnevin side off to a 
winning start, claiming victory 
in the first men’s doubles match 
against UCD number one pairing 
Stephen Martin and Rory Curtis.

David Sutherland and Alan 
Bowden couldn’t make the 
most DCU’s advantage and 
lost the second round match.

DCU, however, secured 

the win heading into the sin-
gles events. Liam Byrne and 
Phillip Sheehan proved too 
strong for the third seed pair 
of Ben Dillon and Ross Hurley.

Lynch, playing as the top seed 
for DCU men’s singles, got the 
team off to a strong start romping 
to victory in straight sets, 6-1, 6-2.

UCD fought back claiming 
victories in the fifth and sixth 
positions, Dillon and Curtis over-
coming Sutherland and Bowden 
in their respective fixtures.

But an outstanding per-
formance from Byrne, ral-
lying from 5-2 in his third 
set tie breaker against Eoin 
McGovern, was enough to 
hand DCU the momentum.

He picked up eight con-
secutive points to win the 
match and turn the tie in 
the Glasnevin side’s favour.

It all rested on Hughes to 
bring home a second con-
secutive title for DCU and he 

didn’t disappoint, dispatching 
Hurley 6-0 in the deciding set.

The preparation, it seems, 
is one of the key factors to 
the club’s impressive victory.

“The lads trained at 6.30am 
three days a week and we’ve 
travelled to play at least three 
times outside of Ireland.

“I think playing at a pre-
mier class event every week 
really helps the guys, so when 
you’ve got the momentum go-
ing into the singles [events] it 
takes some of the pressure off.

“The lads all know each other, 
they know how to root for each 
other and most importantly they 
know how to fight for each other.”

The win means that Pilk-
ington’s squad are now eli-
gible international universi-
ty competitions this summer.

The event, which took 
place in the Lawn Tennis Club 
in Galway, hosted 150 stu-
dents from around the country.

DCU Force suffered a heavy 15-3 
defeat at the hands of UL at St 
Clare’s last Wednesday, seeing 
them knocked out after a great 
run to the semi-final.

In the first five minutes 
of the match DCU held their 
own and out-half Richie Keane 
slotted a penalty giving them 
their only points of the match.

UL were a physically stron-
ger team but DCU held a strong 
defensive line with UL unable to 
break the tackles in the first half. 
Second row, Ben Mortimer, and 
Irish youth international, Collie 
Joyce-Ahern, made strong tackles 
against the physical UL players.

UL failed to keep their dis-
cipline in the early stages of the 
match, conceding 13 penalties 
in the first half in comparison to 
DCU conceding five, with referee, 
Paddy Mann, quick to call on fouls.

Both teams failed to 
capitalise on the pen-
alties, with 
UL even 
missing a 
kick in front of 
the posts from 
inside the 22.

UL fullback, 
Callum McElligot, 
scored a try half-
way through the 
first half, giving 
UL a two 

point lead, as DCU contin-
ued to battle the wind.

Tempers boiled 
over between the 

two teams towards 
the end of the first 
half as handbags 
were exchanged 

a f - ter a late tackle.
The second 

half kicked off 
with UL scoring 
a try, as DCU’s 

back line 
s e e m e d 
afraid to 

DCU missed out 
on a final berth as 
UL ran out victors 
at St Clare’s
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Conor McGraynor celebrates at the final whistle after sealing DCU’s victory Credit Gianluca Avagnina
tackle the aggressive UL players.

DCU came very close to a try as 
openside flanker, Jacob O’Keefe, 
broke clear of the UL line but was 
chopped down five metres out.

DCU had many chances and 
remained in UL’S 22 for much 
of the second half but were un-
able to break down the visitors.

DCU showed great ball 
skills and kept their disci-
pline throughout the game but 
this was eventually compro-
mised by UL’s brutal strength.

At the end of the second half, 
UL kept DCU camped within their 

22 but the home side showed grit 
and determination to prevent 
UL from crossing the line again.

DCU had another chance to 
score a try with winger, Cathal 
Boyle, flying down the pitch, only 
to end up knocking the ball on.

In the last 15 minutes of 
the game, DCU upped the in-
tensity and had another op-
portunity to score a try, but a 
choke-tackle saw the turnover go 
in the favour of the Limerick side.

UL, who had a 7 point 
lead over DCU, began initiat-
ing time-wasting techniques.
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Concentration was high in 
the final minutes of the game. 
UL had two chances to score 
a try, with DCU maintaining 
their strong defence. A scrum in 
DCU’s 22 led to UL player Cal-
lum McElligot scoring his sec-
ond try of the match, enough 
to see the visitors over the line.

DCU now look forward to 
hosting the annual All-Ireland 
Intervarsity 7’s tournament 
in April in which they hope to 
avenge last year’s defeat in the 
final against Queen’s University 
Belfast.


