
25

Sport

THE COLLEGE VIEW│Wednesday 11 March 2015  

‘We’re just desperate to get across 
the line’, after disappointing year, 
says DCU Soccer director

AFTER reaching a league fi-
nal two years ago followed by a 
Collingwood Cup semi-final last 
year much was expected of DCU’s 
senior soccer team in 2014/15, but 
it proved to be quite the opposite.

A satisfactory league stage 
was undone by a disappoint-
ing defeat to Waterford IT in the 
quarter-finals while NUI Galway 
proved to be DCU’s Collingwood 
undoing yet again as they crashed 
out in their opening game.

While the senior team will 
feel that they could have done 
more this year there was at least 
some silverware claimed by the 
freshers team when they won 
the Harding Plate for the third 
consecutive year. However, 
DCU Soccer Director Fran But-
ler feels that it could have been a 
better campaign for both sides.

“On the pitch it’s been disap-
pointing in terms of the tourna-
ments that we would have target-
ed at the start of the season – the 
CUFL, the Harding Cup and the 
Collingwood Cup. We won the 
plate at the Harding but ourselves 
and Cork probably had the two 
best squads there. We were un-
fortunate to meet them in the first 
game and they fairly battered us.”

There’s no doubting how 
far the club has come over the 
last few years however with De-
clan Roche revolutionising the 
side since coming in in 2012.

Butler recognises this and 
is very happy with the progress 
the club has made in terms of 
numbers and funding but he 
feels that they are now ready to 
take the step up to next stage.

“Our goal now is to win a 
main tournament. We’ve come a 
long way from when if we got to 
a plate final in the Collingwood 
we’d be very happy with that.

“We’re all at the stage now 
that we’re absolutely sick to death 
of being told that we have good 
players and a good team that 
play fantastic football but we’re 
just not getting there. We’re just 
desperate to get across the line. 
We don’t care how we win it we 
just want to win it and then other 

things will come from that too.”
So what is the reason 

that DCU haven’t yet got 
across the line and won a ma-
jor university soccer trophy?

There is a wealth of talent in 
the college and has been for the 
last few years with the current 
crop of players including such 
League of Ireland players as Alan 
O’Sullivan, Robbie Gaul and Mark 
Walsh. With the number of soccer 
scholarships now 11, and rising, 
it’s surprising that the trophy cab-
inet remains sparsely populated.

To paraphrase a certain 
Irish footballing legend But-
ler feels that it’s a failure to 
prepare properly that has led 
to the failure trophy-wise.

“We need more preparation. 
For example the lads played a 
different system against Galway, 
they tried to surprise them and 
play 3-5-2. The lads were able to 
implement it but if they had had 
time to work on it and perfect it, 
it would have gone better and 
you can then work on a plan B.”

With many of the college’s elite 
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players playing for League of Ire-
land teams or local clubs, as well 
as academic responsibilities it 
was a rare occasion that the team 
could all train together this year.

Naturally this makes it very 
difficult to work on the tacti-
cal side of things meaning that 
the players aren’t completely 
familiar with each other’s play.

Such problems don’t pose 
themselves as much to teams 
such as UCD, UCC or NUI Gal-
way as they all have teams that 
play in regular weekend leagues. 
Butler says that DCU aren’t look-
ing to explore that avenue at 
senior level but there are new 
ideas in the pipeline – one of 
which is reducing the number 
of training sessions per week.

“The general consensus be-
tween myself, the staff and De-
clan is that we’re close to making 
a breakthrough but we possibly 
haven’t demanded as much from 
the players as we could have.

“Over the course of the week 
they might all be there at some 
stage, but in pockets of six or sev-

en. So we’re now looking at having 
less sessions [cut from between 
three and four to one or two] but 
they’re compulsory for the whole 
squad to turn up. Like any uni-
versity team we play as a team 
together enough, and time spent 
on preparation is important.”

An idea that has been float-
ed to improve team prepara-
tion and familiarity is that of 
setting up a team to play Satur-
day football in the Leinster Se-
nior League. The team would be 
made up of freshers and would 
be quite beneficial, says Butler.

“We think it’d be a big bene-
fit because there’s usually quite 
a big drop-off rate after first year 
for players who don’t make it to 
the senior team. So we think that 
if we had a weekend team that 
you could get players to commit 
to for one year. That weekend 
team would then be the Harding 
team, supplemented by players 
who are playing a higher level and 
are on scholarships. So we’d have 
it set up so that players would 
play here and train here, not 

having to travel in the evenings 
to train with their local club.”

A weekend team is a common 
idea in university football and 
has been very successful for UCD 
(the record Collingwood Cup win-
ners), NUI Galway (this year’s 
hosts and last year’s finalists) and 
UCC (this year’s winners). As But-
ler is quick to point out, playing as 
many games as possible is key for 
any team and increasing that from 
six or seven before the Harding 
Cup to 12 or 13 would be huge-
ly positive for the fresher side.

“Until we exhaust all the dif-
ferent options we won’t be happy. 
At the moment I don’t think we’re 
giving ourselves the best possi-
ble opportunities with the talent 
that we have. We want to get to 
a stage where we can’t point at 
the players and say they’ve done 
it wrong and they can’t point at 
us and say we’ve done it wrong.”

One thing is for certain is that 
no one within the club will be 
happy until that final step is made 
and a trophy is brought back to 
Glasnevin.
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