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Letters to  
the Editor
All letters should include the 
writer’s first name, postal address 
and telephone numbers (day 
and evening). Letter writers may 
receive a subsequent telephone 
call from The Irish Catholic as 
part of our authentication process 
which does not amount to a com-
mitment to publish.

We regret that we cannot give 

prior notice of a letter’s publication 
date, acknowledge unpublished 
letters or discuss the merits 
of letters. We do not publish 
pseudonyms or other formulae 
to conceal the writer’s identity, 
such as “name and address with 
editor”. We do not print letters 
addressed to someone else, 
open letters, or verse. Letters to 
the Editor should only be sent to 
The Irish Catholic, and not other 
publications. Letters should not 
exceed 300 words and may be 
shortened for space requirements.

Good to see priests standing 
up for our Catholic schools 
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Loans for sacraments
Dear Editor, Congratulations to Cathy 
Burke on her letter ‘There is no neces-
sary expense for First Holy Communion’ 
(IC 19/03/15). Our family, with a child 
making her Confirmation, was outraged 
when our local Killarney Credit Union 
published an advertisement offering 
loans of €1,000 to parents for Commun-
ions and Confirmations. Our credit union 
could not understand why we objected 
to their latest campaign. Is it any won-
der that the sacraments have become 
increasingly commercialised?

Yours etc.,
Alan Whelan, 

Beaufort, Co. Kerry.

Dear Editor, It was heartening 
to read Fr Tom Deenihan’s words 
dismissing “inaccurate, unworthy 
and misleading” criticism of Catholic 
schools (‘Catholic Ed. chief defends 
‘inclusive and diverse’ schools’, IC 
19/03/2015).

I am fed up of reading criticism 
in the media about our schools. 
The Catholic Church did not set out 
to create some kind of monopoly 
in education – its majority role 
in education is simply as a result 
of standing in to fulfil a need not 
being addressed by anyone else. Our 
schools are not trying to indoctrinate 
children against their parent’s wishes, 

but in my experience, with my own 
children, are very much places of 
welcome, diversity and inclusiveness.

Even dating back to my own school 
days attending a Catholic primary 
and secondary school, my classmates 
from other denominations were 
never made to feel like outsiders and 
enjoyed being part of the choir or 
drama involved in preparing for the 
sacraments or celebrating religious 
festivals.

Now in a more multi-cultural 
Ireland students from different ethnic 
and religious backgrounds are being 
educated side-by-side as equals. I 
would also agree with Fr Michael 

Drumm that Catholic schools “have 
been leaders in areas such as social 
inclusion, special needs and Traveller 
education”.

How about instead of obsess-
ing about how long teachers spend 
teaching religion, we concentrate on 
providing our funds-starved schools 
with more resources so that they do 
not have to rely on donations from 
cash-strapped parents in other to pay 
simple bills like lighting and heating?

Yours etc.,
Margaret McLaughlin,

Templeogue,
Dublin 6W. 

Marriage is not for 
same-sex couples

Dear Editor, In response 
to the news from India, it 
is really very shocking that 
an elderly nun became a 
victim to this barbaric crime 
(‘Indian Christians pray after 
horrific attack on nun’, IC 
19/03/2015). The attack on 
the religious nuns in the 
wee hours of the morning 
on March 14 should draw 
world-wide attention of all 
concerned who love human-
ity and work for peace in the 
world.  

I have no words to 
condemn this ghastly act, a 
violent rape, by goons and 

miscreants. This reflects the 
type of society we are living 
in. The incident happened 
within the school premises, 
which is the sacred ground 
to impart knowledge to the 
students, to train them for 
future leadership. Building 
character through educa-
tion, the selfless nuns have 
to pay such a price today. It 
is beyond imagination that 
an ailing septuagenarian nun 
should become a rape victim. 
Even the sick and elderly, 
who need attention and care, 
are not spared in nightly 
violent attacks. It is really 

a barbarous act and most 
inhuman. Even dogs will not 
attack the innocent this way. 

I read a story of a dog, 
who protected a newly born 
child thrown into the open 
street all night, until the 
ambulance came to take the 
child away.

All right thinking people, 
irrespective of religion 
and ideology, should come 
forward to condemn such 
acts in society. There are 
evil forces that are trying 
to destroy and eliminate 
humanity. If the framework 
to stop violence and crime is 

not built, very soon Ben-
gal will witness the total 
destruction of the values 
and rich heritage the region 
has. The incident is a slur 
not only to Bengal, but to the 
whole world. It’s only sym-
bolic of the mind-set that 
such people have reached 
today due to insanity and 
immoral behavior.

Yours etc.,
Francis Sunil Rosario,
(originally from India), 

East Wall, 
Dublin 3.

Attack on elderly nun speaks of our humanity

Dear Editor, I believe that lov-
ing, caring, same-sex couple 
relationship irrespective of 
their sexual orientation could 
have their needs met by the 
State. An example could be 
legal contracts which a couple 
may wish to enter into with 
each other, or have inheritance 
issues legally regularised.

I understand marriage as a 
relationship between one man 
and one woman. Up to now 
our State has protected this 
relationship. Society needs 
law and order, and for mar-
riage the State provides laws, 
rights and conditions relative 
to the order of marriage. Some 
of these are that the couple 

are opposite sex, not closely 
related, have binding contracts 
and inheritance arrangements 
and rights regarding their 
children.

Same-sex couples would 
require some different laws, 
rights and order. I hope that 
the State can give support, 
protection and due rights to 
relationships which are many, 
all of whom are different, 
unique and unequal for exam-
ple: doctor-patient, employer-
employee, parent-child and 
teacher-pupil, etc.

Yours etc.,
Donal Cleary,

Corofin,
Co. Clare. 

Dear Editor, Soon we as a country 
will be voting for or against same-sex 
marriages. The Church is very silent. 
There is little danger that many priests 
will be persecuted for the safe, wishy 
washy Gospel that is preached from 
most of our pulpits each Sunday. 
Where are the sermons on marriage? 
Where is the guidance from priests 
about the referendum? They should 
be speaking about the sacrament of 
marriage. They should be speaking 
as Jesus taught us about marriage 
between a man and a woman as a 
sacrament and that the vows are 
made before God for better or for 

worse. Is the Catholic Church afraid of 
losing their parishioners? They have 
lost enough through the abuse cases. 
Are they afraid of thousands more 
leaving the Church? We need leader-
ship in the Catholic Church from our 
bishops. Get out of your ivory towers 
and preach as a follower of Jesus and 
stop hiding. Your parishioners need 
you now. We do not just want to see 
you on Confirmation days. No, get out 
and preach the word of God about this 
referendum on same-sex marriage. 

Yours etc.,
Terry Healy, 

Kill, Co. Kildare.

Mary McAleese’s comments wide of the mark
Dear Editor, Our former President’s 
remarks about Pope Francis left a stale 
taste in my mouth. 

Dr Austen Ivereigh was right to dis-
miss Mary McAleese’s claims that Pope 
Francis carries a “residual element of 
misogyny” that blinds him to the risks 
of insufficiently empowering women in 
the Church (IC 19/03/2015). Speaking as 
a woman, I too think she is wide of the 
mark.

What really left me uneasy, however, 

was her description of the Pontiff as 
“good”, “gentlemanly” and “decent”. 
Really? This is the man who has single-
handily transformed people’s percep-
tions of the Church in his two short 
years in office. 

Thanks to Pope Francis, committed 
Catholics, who have persisted valiantly 
in their faith despite Church scandals 
locally and globally, are beginning to 
feel they can lift their heads up again.

Not to mention the positive impact 

the ‘Francis Effect’ has had on lapsed 
Catholics or those who have felt 
neglected by the Church in recent 
decades.

For me, Mrs McAleese’s critic, Dr 
Ivereigh is spot on in the title of his 
excellent biography on the Pope. Francis 
is indeed a ‘great reformer’.

Yours etc.,
Eileen Fitzgibbon, 

Castlebar, 
Co. Mayo.

Don’t judge Pope Francis just 
based on media sound bites
Dear Editor, It seems on the face of it that Pope Francis has a habit 
of ‘putting his foot in it’. 

His comments last week that society without children is “sad 
and grey” reminded me of his recent remarks that married couples 
who opt not to have children are “selfish”. 

Yes, the Pope should have chosen his words a little wiser but I 
get the distinct impression what he does say is often taken out of 
context and distorted as a result.

Given the sound bite era we now live in, people would be much 
better off if they informed themselves of the full story first before 
jumping to conclusions.

I would urge the public, when Pope Francis speaks ‘controver-
sially’, to go to the original text which is easily accessed online and 
have a read. At least that way you can make up your own mind.

Your etc.,
James Downey,

Killester,  Dublin 5.

We need leadership from our bishops


