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Prince honours wartime’s women spiesAppeal fund 
launched for 
helicopter 
crash victims

The police helicopter is winched from the collapsed roof of a pub in Glasgow

The bodies of the nine people killed in 
the Glasgow helicopter disaster have 
been released to their families, as a 
national appeal fund was launched for 
relatives and survivors of the crash.

The Clutha appeal was immediately 
given £40,000 from Glasgow city 
council’s charitable funds and the 
Scottish government, as Nick Clegg, 
the deputy prime minister, and Alex 
Salmond, the first minister of Scotland, 
paid tribute to the city’s compassion 
and courage.

The helicopter’s manufacturer, 
Eurocopter, meanwhile, said there was 
no evidence from Friday’s tragedy, 
which killed all three crew members 
on the EC135 T2 aircraft, to suggest 
other aircraft should be grounded as a 
precaution.

Bond Air Services, which owned and 
operated the Police Scotland helicopter, 
said the pilot killed in the crash, 
Captain David Traill, was “the epitome 
of the consummate professional” and a 
“legend amongst his peers”.

One of the company’s most 
experienced aviators, Traill, from 
Falkirk, served in both Gulf wars for 
the RAF, and had flown in Bosnia and 
Norway.

“His untimely death has been 
deeply felt by his family, friends and 
colleagues who mourn his passing with 
a sense of intense loss and sorrow,” the 
company said in a statement. “Dave 
Traill was an esteemed colleague, a 

legend amongst his peers and above 
all, everyone’s friend. Never short 
of a witty comeback, it went hand in 
hand with his dry sense of humour. 
Taken from us too early, he leaves 
behind a legacy of love, kindness and 
friendship. We will miss him.”

Sadie Docherty, the lord provost of 
Glasgow, suggested the welfare fund 
would quickly grow after the council 
had offers of donations from businesses 
and people in the city. It would focus 
on survivors or relatives of the dead 
facing hardship, with 32 people having 
been taken to hospital and several still 
in intensive care.

“Glasgow is famous for its heart and 
its generosity and I am very proud, but 
not at all surprised, that so many people 
across the city want to help those who 
are suffering,” Docherty said.

Clegg toured the crash site and 
met emergency services personnel 
with Alistair Carmichael, the Scottish 
secretary, on Tuesday and said the 
reaction of emergency workers and the 
city’s people to the accident had been 
“exceptional”.

“I think the whole country is full of 
admiration for the community spirit 
which has come to the fore because 
this is a city united in grief but also 
absolute compassion and support for 
the exceptional work of the emergency 
services,” Clegg said.

Bond Air Services said Eurocopter 
had been in “close communication” 
with the Air Accidents Investigation 
Branch (AAIB) and the Civil Aviation 
Authority since the crash.

“There are around 1,000 of this type 
of aircraft around the world, which 
are mainly used for life-saving and 
mission-critical services such as air 
ambulance,” a spokesman for Bond 
said.

“At this time, there is no information 
from the current investigation 
which would lead the regulator, the 

“We have all been inspired by 
the instinctive courage of ordinary 
Glaswegians in coming to the aid of 
their fellow citizens in a time of need,” 
Salmond said.

That included the nearby Holiday Inn 
Express becoming a casualty centre, 
a pizza restaurant staying open all 
night to feed rescue workers, Glasgow 
central mosque volunteers racing to 
help the victims, taxis offering free 
transport for families and the Salvation 
Army giving out tea and coffee at the 
scene.

“As we mourn those who have died, 
we can also reflect on the compassion, 
sympathy and solidarity demonstrated 
in recent days throughout Scotland and 
beyond. This should be a source of 

manufacturer or Bond to halt flights of 
the EC135 fleet.”

Announcing that the Scottish 
government would support Glasgow 
council’s appeal, Salmond told MSPs 
on Tuesday it was possible the AAIB 
would issue an interim report on the 
crash within a week, although a final 
report could take many months.

The first minister confirmed too 
that the Crown Office, Scotland’s 
prosecution authority, had begun its 
inquiry into the crash. The Crown 
Office said the investigation, headed 
by David Green, of the Scottish 
fatalities investigation unit, would look 
into whether criminal charges were 
necessary or whether a fatal accident 
inquiry would be held.

pride and comfort for all of us, even in 
sorrow and adversity,” Salmond said.

A leading theory about the cause 
of the crash is that the aircraft’s 
transmission, which takes power 
from the engines to the rotor blades, 
shattered or suffered a catastrophic 
breakdown, causing the helicopter to 
fall from the sky on top of the pub.

Meanwhile, friends of two of the last 
victims to be named, Robert Jenkins, 
61, from East Kilbride and Colin 
Gibson, 33, from Ayr, paid tribute to 
the men.

Dionne Chivas, 24, from Ayr, said 
of Gibson. “He was a lovely guy who 
would speak to everybody and he was 
really family orientated.

“I never had a dull moment with 
him. You were always laughing and 
smiling in his presence.”

Edith Miller, 82, a retired shop 
assistant from East Kilbride, said 
that Jenkins, a widower with two 
daughters, was “a very good neighbour 
and always very helpful. He was a 
really nice person who will be sadly 
missed. It’s just so sad.

“I spoke to him every morning about 
how he was keeping, because he was 
just on his own.”

The other dead have been named 
as Mark O’Prey, 44, from East 
Kilbride, John McGarrigle, 57, from 
Cumbernauld, Samuel McGhee, 56, 
from Glasgow, Gary Arthur, 48, from 
Paisley, Renfrewshire, and the two 
police constables on the helicopter: 
Kirsty Nelis, 36, and Tony Collins, 43, 
both of whom had previously received 
commendations for bravery.

Dionne Chivas, 24, from Ayr, said 
of Gibson. “He was a lovely guy who 
would speak to everybody and he was 
really family orientated. He loved to be 
around them

“I never had a dull moment with 
him. You were always laughing and 
smiling in his presence.”

Edith Miller, 82, a retired shop 
assistant from East Kilbride, said 
that Jenkins, a widower with two 
daughters, was “a very good neighbour 
and always very helpful. He was a 
really nice person who will be sadly 
missed. It’s just so sad.

“I spoke to him every morning about 
how he was keeping, because he was 
just on his own.”

He was a really nice person who will 
be sadly missed. It’s just so sad.

“I never had a dull moment with 
him. You were always laughing and 
smiling in his presence.”

The other dead have been named 
as Mark O’Prey, 44, from East 
Kilbride, John McGarrigle, 57, from 
Cumbernauld, Samuel McGhee, 56, 
from Glasgow, Gary Arthur, 48, from 
Paisley, Renfrewshire.

David Cameron challenges China to be more open about cyber-security
Nicholas Watt  Shangai

David Cameron has challenged the 
Chinese leadership to do more to 
open up on the highly sensitive area 
of cyber-security amid fears in the EU 
and the US that Beijing is responsible 
for the world’s most aggressive online 
attacks. The prime minister asked 
Li Keqiang, the Chinese premier, to 
agree to a formal dialogue on cyber-
security, which he described as 
an “issue of mutual concern”. 
Li said Beijing was prepared to 
discuss the issue.

Cameron’s move came right 
after a Commons committee 
raised many concerns about 
Britain’s decision to license 
around £600 million in 
cryptographic  special 
equipment to China. 
The committee said: 
“China is a one-
party state, where 
there is no clear 
boundary between 

the Communist party and the private 
sector. It would seem highly likely 
that there is a real risk that some 
cryptographic exports that may be 
going into the private sector initially 
end up being utilised by security 
services in China.”

The prime minister’s decision to 
raise the issue of cyber-security came 
on the first day of his visit to China 

in Beijing on Monday. He spent 
the second day in Shanghai, 
where he was guest of 
honour at a lunch attended 

by 600 people in the 
cavernous hall of the city’s 

exhibition centre, designed 
by Soviet architects in the 

1950s. Cameron said there 
was a gasp when the National 

Theatre’s War Horse 
appeared in the hall.

It is understood that 
Cameron raised the issue 
of cyber-security during 
a formal plenary session 
with his counterpart in 

Beijing on Monday. The prime minister 
said in Shanghai: “I think that a proper 
cyber-dialogue between countries is 
necessary and I have raised this with 
the Chinese leadership – that we need 
to properly discuss these issues. It is an 
issue of mutual concern and one that 
we should be discussing.”

Cameron said he was confident 
that Britain was doing enough to 
protect itself against cyber-attacks. 
The government’s strategic defence 
and security review identified cyber-
security as one of the main challenges 
of the 21st century. Government 
sources made clear at the time that they 
regarded China as the greatest threat.

Cameron said: “What we need to 
do is to up our investment in cyber-
security and cyber-defence and that 
is exactly what GCHQ is doing. I 
launched with them a partnership with 
British industry to make sure that we 
properly protect ourselves.

“There is an enormous amount of 
work to be done. But I am content 
that if you look at the ambition in the 

Daily newspaper, described Britain as 
“just an old European country apt for 
travel and study”. It then backtracked in 
a later article and said that differences 
between Britain and China should 
not be allowed to harm the moves to 
strengthen ties.

The prime minister, who angrily 
rejected claims that he did not raise 
human rights with his Chinese hosts, 
raised the case of Peter Humphrey and 
his wife, Yu Yingzeng, who run a risk 
advisory service. Humphrey, a former 
Reuters journalist who is country 
manager in China for Kroll Associates 
and PwC accountants, and his wife 
were detained in July in connection 
with work for GlaxoSmithKline 
(GSK), which is under investigation 
for alleged corruption. Humphrey was 
paraded on television in an orange 
jacket, when he confessed to breaking 
China’s laws on data protection. 
Cameron said: “All I’ll say is that from 
all my dealings with GSK I know that 
they are a very important, very decent 
and strong British business.

strategic defence and security review 
that we have put in the resources. 
I think we directed something like 
£600m from memory into this area and 
I am content that good work is being 
done.”

The prime minister asked Li to 
agree to a more structured dialogue on 
cyber-security along the lines of three 
other areas – economic and financial, 
people to people and human rights. 
A government official said: “The 
focus is about how do we make the 
internet to drive our economy without 
undermining security. Li basically 
came back and said yes, we need to 
have a dialogue on the issues. We will 
now need to go into official level and 
work out how we take that forward.”

David Cameron meeting the mayor 
of Shanghai Link to video: China: 
David Cameron meets Shanghai mayor 
in trade drive

There were conflicting signals over 
Beijing’s attitude to the prime minister. 
The Global Times, which is owned by 
the official Communist party People’s 

Prince Charles greets the crowds during his visit to Bedford. He also met Tania Szabo, daughter of the WWII French-British spy Violette Szabo (above right)

A memorial to the scores of female 
secret agents who flew from Britain 
to parachute behind enemy lines 
during the Second World War has been 
unveiled by Prince Charles.

The Prince unveiled the mosaic 
memorial to honour the women 
who flew out of RAF Tempsford 
in Bedfordshire to aid resistance 
movements in occupied Europe.

The memorial was completed as 
a historian said more should be done 
to tell the stories of the women, who 
risked their lives across the continent.

Bernard O’Connor, a historian who 
has written about operations from 
Tempsford airfield, said he had records 
of more than 80 female secret agents 
flying from what was then the most 
secret airbase in Britain.

He said the women had received 
dozens of commendations and bravery 
awards for their work, but the stories of 
most had never been disclosed.

Mr O’Connor told the BBC: “I think 
the contribution that they made to the 
liberation of their countries needs to be 
told.”

Noreen Riols, who was based in the 
headquarters of the Special Operations 
Executive during the Second World 
War, said she felt “very emotional” 
about the memorial.

She said: “I feel awfully glad it has 
happened. I wonder why they just 
make it for women, because an awful 
lot of men flew out from there too.

She said the women who flew out, 
often armed with suicide pills to save 
themselves torture if they were caught, 
were “very brave, very courageous and 
very afraid too most of them”.

She said: “Brave people are always 
afraid, but it’s a question of facing up 
to your fears and going, which is what 
they did.

“We used to watch them go and hope 
they‘d come back. There was nothing 
else we could do.”

Women were considered better 

Broadside bitter whilst listening to 
their memories carrying out covert 
missions.

Professor Tazi Hussain, chairman 
of the Tempsford Memorial Trust, and 
organiser of the reception, said: “It was 
a marvellous day and a remarkable 
occasion for the village. We have 
fulfilled our mission to properly honour 
these remarkably brave women.”

Sir John Sawers, the head of MI6, 
praised the women’s “extraordinary 
bravery which helped change the war”.

He said: “In the modern world, as 
well as in wartime, you need people 
who can operate below the radar, who 
can work secretly and loyally for this 
country.” 

Carve Her Name With Pride starred 
Virginia McKenna as Violette Szabó, 
the recently widowed young mother 
from South London who twice 
parachuted into occupied France to 
work with the resistance.

Oral historian Martyn Cox 
interviewed Mrs Szabó’s daughter 
Tania when she visited Stockwell, 
South London for the unveiling of a 
plaque to commemorate Violette and 
all those from the area who died during 

couriers than men because they 
attracted less attention in occupied 
countries.

Many women were also sent as 
radio operators and all had months of 
training.

Mr O’Connor said: “All the women 
had to undergo paramilitary training, 
which included the same physical 
training as the men.”

He said as well as spycraft, the 
women learnt combat skills known as 
“ungentlemanly warfare”.

When they flew into occupied 
Europe they were often armed with 
knives or revolvers and carried drugs 
to knock out enemies, and suicide pills 
to take their own lives.

Mr O’Connor said: “Some of these 
women dropped blind. That meant 
there was no one there to meet them 
and they just landed by parachute and 
had to make their way to a safe house 
and get on with their secret mission.”

The Prince joined veterans and 
relatives of the women secret agents 
in The Wheatsheaf pub opposite the 
church in Tempsford.

He sat among three surviving 
veterans and drank half a pint of 

Clutha appeal fund 
launched for survivors 
as Eurocopter says 
nevidence to require 
grounding aircraft, 
Severin Carrell reports

Memorial celebrates the 
courage of agents 
sent to Europe armed 
with suicide pills, 
reports Ben Farmer

the Second World War.
Violette Szabó was one of thousands 

of civilians with no military experience 
who were specially recruited for roles 
within SOE’s programme enabling 
resistance in occupied countries, and 
also for intelligence work. Many were 
only in their late teens or early twenties, 
and a high proportion were women.

As depicted in Carve Her Name With 
Pride, SOE’s existence was so secret 
that while the women agents were 
training in Britain for their missions 
most wore the uniform of the Women’s 
Transport Service (FANY) as a cover.

Immediately after D-Day, and only 
a few days into her second mission, 
Violette Szabó was captured by 
German troops. She was imprisoned 
in Limoges prison and then in Paris, 
and was eventually executed at 
Ravensbrück women’s concentration 
camp with two other female agent 
comrades.

Virginia McKenna recites ‘The Life 
That I Have’ 14 Nov 2008

The wartime exploits of British 
agent with million franc bounty on her 
head 01 Apr 2008

Mrs Szabó was only 23 when she 
died, and one of the first three women to 
be awarded the George Cross. All had 
been agents of the Special Operations 
Executive and two of these decorations 
were awarded posthumously.

The names of these three and other 
SOE women are on the FANY’s 
memorial at St Paul’s Church in 
London’s Knightsbridge. There’s a 
memorial to all of the dead of SOE at 
Westminster Abbey, and an imposing 
monument at Valençay in France lists 
the ninety one male and thirteen female 
dead of SOE’s F(French) Section.

This short film for Telegraph TV also 
features Virginia McKenna OBE, who 
explains how proudly she’s remained 
linked to the memory of Violette Szabó 
ever since her on-screen portrayal in 
1958. This never before seen material 
concludes with Tania reciting the “code 
poem” The Life That I Have, which 
became so popular after being featured 
in Carve Her Name With Pride. 

The footage was shot at the start of 
Martyn Cox’s ongoing work on his 
“Our Secret War” filmed oral history 
new project.


