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LABOUR leader Joan Burton is fac-
ing revolt from the back benches as 
the Dáil prepares to vote on an oppo-
sition abortion bill.
Several Labour TDs expressed un-
ease about voting against Clare Da-
ly’s bill.
Waterford TD Ciara Conway is ex-
pected to vote against the government 
while Wicklow deputy Anne Ferris 
confirmed yesterday that she will 
support the controversial bill.
Both could lose the party whip and 
Conway’s defection in particular will 
put pressure on Burton to allow a free 
vote.
Other Labour deputies including Mi-
chael McNamara, Sean Kenny and 
Dominic Hannigan are also uncom-
fortable with Labour’s stance on the 
bill.
McNamara said he would be putting 
a motion to the party whip to allow 
TDs to vote freely, however Labour 
party chairperson Jack Wall said there 
absolutely won’t be a free vote on the 
bill.
Deputy Daly said that she believes 
her foetal abnormality bill would 
comfortably pass if a free vote was 
allowed.
Minister for Communications Alex 
White briefed the Labour parliamen-
tary party earlier on advice from the 
Attorney General which ruled that 

Daly’s bill is unconstitutional.
Deputy Daly denies this calling it 
a “cop-out” from the government 
benches.
“They can’t say whether it’s consti-
tutional or not unless the matter is 
tested by the High Court or Supreme 
Court” she said.
Daly added that “this Attorney Gen-
eral has got it wrong before.”
Lecturer in NUI Galway Dr Eoin 
Daly said he believes the Attorney 
General’s advice is based on the 
X-Case rulings.  
The Supreme Court ruling states that 
an abortion cannot be carried out un-
less a real threat is posed to the life 
of the mother, which often isn’t the 
case in the instance of fatal foetal ab-
normality.
There is speculation that some La-
bour TDs will not be present in the 
Dáil when the bill is put to the cham-
ber, though Junior Minister Kev-
in Humphreys denied that they’re 
avoiding the vote.
He said that Tuesdays are a busy day 
in Leinster House and he may miss 
the vote himself as he is taking legis-
lation through the Seanad.
Fianna Fáil TDs are being allowed a 
free vote while Sinn Fein are abstain-
ing.
Despite the defection of at least two 
TDs the bill is expected to be defeat-
ed by the government benches. 

ELAINE O’Hara was a reg-
ular user of an “alternative” 
website aimed at people 
who like BDSM, the Court 
of Criminal Justice heard 
yesterday.
Robert Cullen Jones told the 
Court of Criminal Justice 
that he first made contact 
with Ms. O’Hara in March 
2011 where they were in 
contact “infrequently”. The 
pair exchanged messages 
on the website before swap-
ping numbers and agreeing 
to meet up for coffee in 
April 2011.
BDSM, bondage, disci-
pline, sadism and masoch-
ism, involves a variety of 
erotic practises including 
submission, domination and 
often involves role playing 
between individuals.
The pair met in Dundrum 
Shopping Centre in South 
Dublin where they agreed 
to go back to Ms. O’Hara’s 
apartment in Stepaside.
The court heard of how Ms. 
O’Hara had told the witness 
that she was into explicit 
acts such as restraint. Mr 
Cullen Jones also told the 
jury of numerous sex toys 
that he saw when he was at 
her apartment.
The court was also shown 
Ms. O’Hara’s profile on the 
website where she wrote 
explicitly about her sexual 
preferences such as mum-
mification and knife play. 
Mr Denis Greene, also a 
user of the website, told the 
court of how he exchanged 
messages with Ms. O’Hara 
prior to her murder but the 
pair never met.
The trial continues at the 
Court of Criminal Justice.
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